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Van Damme 
recalls the day 
he almost died 
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; Regent congratulates Libya 
on revolution anniversary 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, sent Monday a cable to 
Libyan President Muammar Qadhafi congratulating 
him, in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian pe<> 
pic and government on the occasion of the Libyan 
revolution- The Crown Prince wished the Libyan pres- 
ident continued good health and the Libyan people 
further progress and prosperity. y 


Jv* & 



An indep^^f^rab political daily thl^dan Press Foundation 


r* 1 - #»■ 


Libya repatriates Arabs from Congo 

TUNIS (R) — A Libyan aircraft returned to Tripoli on 
Sunday night carrying Arab families evacuated from 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Libyan radio 
reported on Monday. The radio, monitored in Tunisia, 
said the flight was part of the Libyan people's human- 
itarian efforts. Qatari satellite television channel Al 
Jazeera said earlier the plane had been denied permis- 
sion to land in Kinshasa for security reasons and had 
been forced to land in Brazzaville, capital of neigh- 
bouring Congo Republic. It said the Libyan. Lebanese 
and Egyptian famili es crossed from Kinshasa to Braz- 
zaville to reach the plane. Libya has been since 1992 
under U.N. sanctions including a ban on air travel. 
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Voicing support for Arafat’s leadership 

Regent dismisses accusations that 
Jordan is influencing PNA decisions 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat gestures to His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, during a joint press conference on Monday (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


*lt would be a disaster for all concerned if we were to feel 
that these talks could not move to the necessary conclusion 
Of second redeployment within the foreseeable future ’ 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, on 
Monday dismissed as 
“false accusations” that the 
Kingdom was exerting 
pressure on the Palestinian 
leadership to accept Israeli 
peace proposals. 

Prince Hassan, who was 
peaking at a joint press 
conference with visiting 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, said: “I would 
like to make very clear that 
we have been accused in 
the past of influencing and 
even on occasion of exert- 
ing pressure on the Pales- 
tinian brethren.” 

“This is a false accusa- 
tion. We believe in the 
leadership of our Palestin- 
ian brethren in the Pales- 
tine context We believe in 
the Leadership of President 
Arafat,’' he added. 

“We believe that his wis- 
dom, his dynamism that 
has been so effective in 
moving the substance of 
die talks to a point where I 
thinkit would be a disaster 
for all concerned if we 
wereiofeel that these talks 
coujd .flot move to the nec- 
esat^%nclusion of. this 
phase of the second further 
f&fcployment within the 
foreseeable future,” he 
added. 

Prince Hassan was refer- 
ring to the Palest! nian- 
Israeli talks to implement 
the second phase of Israeli 
army redeployment from 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank as proposed by the 

u.s. 

_ The Palestinian side had 
accepted the American 


proposal but it still has to 
be carried out by ihe Israeli 
government. 

Israeli government 
sources this week said Tel 
Aviv was ready to hand 
over 10 per cent of the 
West Bank to the Palestini- 
ans but the remaining three 
per cent should be declared 
as “nature reserves” under 
Israeli security control, a 
condition the Palestinians 
have rejected. 


Prince Hassan said that 
Jordan would use all its 
energy to make use of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
agreement in order to reach 
a condition that will bring 
justice to its Palestinian 
brethren. 

The Regent and Arafat, 
who arrived in Amman 
Monday on a short visit, 
expressed their support to 
U.S. efforts to bring the 
peace negotiations back on 


track and said they will 
intensify contacts with-- 
Washington and Moscow, 
the two sponsors of the 
Oslo accords, and the 
European Union to resolve 
the deadlock in the peace 
talks. 

“We are committed to the 
American proposals," 
Arafat said, referring to the 
U.S. proposal of an Israeli 
pullout from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank. 


He accused Israeli prime 
minister of placing “con- 
tinuous obstacles which 
until now put conditions on 
the path of the U.S. initia- 
tive which we have accept- 
ed.” 

“We are committed to the 
peace process as a strategic 
choice not only for us but 
for the Arab Nation and on 
all tracks,” Arafat said. 

Arafat said “some 
progress” was achieved 
during their talks with 
Israel but “the Israelis are 
still stalling regarding the 
13 per cent formula by 
insisting that 3 per cent 
should be a nature reserve 
under its jurisdiction.” 

Following the three-hour 
meeting. Information Min- 
ister Nasser Judeh told 
reporters that the two sides 
agreed to revive the activi- 
ties of the higher joint 
committee to tackle trade 
and economic cooperation 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and the Kingdom. 

In a joint written state- 
ment which he read, Judeh 
blamed Israel for the dead- 
lock of the peace process. 

He said Israeli unilateral 
steps “such as house 
demolishing,, land confis- 
cation and intensifying set- 
tlement activities [in the 
West Bank] and the Judai- 
sation of Jerusalem and the 
siege of Palestinian 
cities...” endanger the situ- 
ation and may result in 
severe consequences for 
regional security. 

Arafat left Amman on his 
way to Johannesburg 
where he will attend the 
Non-Alignment Movement 
(NAM) conference. 


Israel closes PNA office in Hebron 


HEBRON (AP) — Israeli 
troops Monday closed a 
Palestinian National 
Authority office in the 
Israeli-controlled sector of 
Hebron, saying it had been 
opened without Israeli per- 
mission. 

Employees sat outside the 
Palestinian supplies min- 
istry office, which supervis- 
es food wholesalers and 
grocers, in protest for sever- 
al hours. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natche said the army had 
no right to shut down the 
office. He . said under peace 
accords with Israel, the 
Palesti nians retained con- 
trol over civil affairs in all 
of Hebron, which is home 
to 130,000 Palestinians and 
450 Jewish settlers. 

The new dispute came at a 
time when tensions were 
still running high following 
the Aug. 20 killing of a 
prominent Jewish settler, 
apparently by Palestinian 


activists. In response to the 
slaying. settlers have 
repeatedly beaten and 
stoned Palestinian passers- 
by. 

Also Monday, a Palestin- 
ian peace negotiator denied 
an Israel Radio report that 
Israel and the Palestinians 
had reached a draft agree- 
ment on how to use some of 
the land Israel is to hand 
over in a future troop with- 
drawal. 

The radio said Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s envoy, Attor- 
ney lritzhak Molcho, and 
Palestinian Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Qoureia 
wrote a draft agreement 
regarding the division of 
authority between Israelis 
and Palestinians in the 
nature reserve. 

However, Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfour 
said there was no agreement 
with the Israelis and that the 
gaps remained wide. 



A Palestinian woman passes in front of protesters in the West Bank town of Hebron 
Monday. Israel's dosure of an office of the ministry of supplies in the Jewish quarter of 
the town prompted protests from disgruntled Palestinians who said that the office was 
involved in essential dvilian work (Sign on left reads 'No to occupation and Judaisation 
projects.' Sigpa on right reads 'We condemn the dosure by the occupation forces of the 
supply department in the Old City of Hebron) (AJFP photo) 


Iran to begin war games near Afghan border today 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran is set to stage 
major military exercises on its tense 
bonder with A fghanistan beginning on 
Tuesday, Iranian state television said 
on Monday. 

The laige-scale Ashoma-3 nrilitary 
exercises in the northeast will begin 
tomorrow [Tuesday] morning with the 
nse of 70,000 troops in die general area 
ofTcrbat-e-Jam,” the television said. 

TT» air and ground war games, cov- 
ering an area of 600-square4tikHnetre, 
would test recently acquired modem 
weapons and equipment, it said. Tor- 
hat-e-Jam is about 60 km from the 
Afghan border. 

The fidevision did not say how many 
toys foe esercises would last but some 
rKw spapers said it would be three 


days. 

Elite Revolutionary Guard units and 
Basij volunteer forces win take part in 
the exercises, the television said. 

Iran's Revolutionary Guards Com- 
mander Major-General Yahya Rahim 
Safevi said on Saturday the war games 
would be “the largest manoeuvres in 
northeast Iran since the [1979 Islamic] 
Revolution and even before the revolu- 
tion.” 

The war games near foe Afghan bor- 
der come amid heightened tensions 
between Iran and Afghanistan's ruling 
fclflmf rs Taleban militia. 

The Taleban lasted out at Iran on 
Monday, saying the military manoeu- 
vres would escalate tensions. 

Inn has been angered by the capture 


of dozens of Iranians by the Taleban 
during its recent sweep of northern 
Afghanistan. 

Tehran has repeatedly called for the 
release of II diplomats, a journalist 
and 35 lorry drivers who disappeared 
when die Taleban captured the north- 
ern city of Mazar-e-Sharif, former 
headquarters of the anti-Taleban 
alliance, earlier tins month. 

The Taleban has acknowledged 
holding tbe drivers but has denied 
knowing the whereabouts of the oth- 
ers. 

Iran has in the past few years beefed 
up its defences along its 1 , 000 -km long 
border with Afghanistan, a key transit 
route for opium and heroin headed to 
Europe front Afghanistan and Pakistan 


— the so-called “Golden Crescent." 

Safari acknowledged on Saturday 
that die choice of location for the year- 
ly exercises reflected the “security situ- 
ation” in Afghanistan, but he suggested 
that Iran did not seek to intervene mil- 
itarily in Af ghanis tan. 

Shi'ite Muslim Iran has accused the 
purist Sunni Muslim Taleban move- 
ment of giving Islam a bad name and 
has criticised die Taleban 's severe 
restrictions on women. Last year the 
Revolutionary Guards held their major 
Ashoura-2 exercises along the Gulf 
coast and in Gulf watens. 

Those exercises coincided with ten- 
sions between Iran and the United 
States in die oil-rich region’s strategic 
waterway. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent; meets with Arab Israeli Knesset 
members Abdul Wahab Darawsheh and Talab Sane' on Monday (Photo by Boghos) 


Darawsheh, Sane’ brief Regent 
on conditions of Arabs in Israel 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Monday that His 
Majesty King Hussein is 
keen on Jordan maintaining 
contacts with Arab-lsraelis, 
providing them with all 
possible support and build- 
ing bridges of communica- 
tion and co-operation with 
them. 

The Regent was speaking 
at a meeting held at the 
Royal Court with the leader 
of the Arab Democratic 
Party in Israel, Abdul 
Wabab Darawsheh, and his 
Deputy Talab Sane’. 

Discussion at the meet- 


ing, which was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Jawad 
Anani, covered efforts 
needed to overcome obsta- 
cles facing the peace 
process. The Regent reiter- 
ated Jordan's stand in sup- 
port of tbe Palestinian 
National Authority and the 
Palestinian people in their 
ongoing struggle to regain 
their legitimate rights on 
their national soil within 
the framework of a com- 
prehensive and lasting 
peace. 

Darawsheh and Sane', 
both of whom are mem- 
bers of the Israeli Knesset 
(parliament) briefed the 


Crown Prince on the condi- 
tions of Arab Israelis. 

They also voiced appreci- 
ation for Jordan’s contin- 
ued support and assistance 
to the Arab-lsraelis in the 
field of education and in 
providing facilities for pil- 
grims. 

Darawsheh and Sane' 
said they were keen on 
strengthening links 

between Arab-lsraelis and 
Jordan as well as the Arab 
people at large, stressing 
that the Arab Israelis are 
concerned with strengthen- 
ing their Arab identity and 
developing ' relations with 
the Arab World. 


Russia backs Libyan demands 
for Lockerbie trial ‘guarantees’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Russia 
backs Libyan demands for 
“guarantees” for the trial in 
the Netherlands of two 
Libyan suspects in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing, Russ- 
ian Ambassador Vladimir 
Gudev said here Monday. 

“Russia supports the 
Libyan and Arab demands 
for guarantees and details 
concerning the suspects' 
trial,” Gudev told reporters 
after talks with Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Maguid. 

“The guarantees are 
important and necessary," 
he said. 

“A dialogue and contacts 
between the parties are 
required to get the details 
about the trial” which 
Britain and the U.S. agreed 
to hold in the Netherlands 
under Scottish law and with 


Scottish judges presiding. 

He said that “Russia was 
pushing tbe U.S. and 
Britain hard to move 
ahead” on providing more 
information about the judi- 
cial procedures. 

Gudev added that he 
would like to see “the U.N. 
play a major role in finding 
an acceptable solution to 
the Lockerbie affair as was 
the case in the last crisis 
between Iraq and the U.N. 
Special Commission” on 
disarming Iraq. 

Moscow “is in contact 
with the UJV. secretary 
general,” he added. 

Washington and London 
last week retreated from 
their long-standing demand 
that the suspects stand trial 
in either tbe U.S. or Britain, 
and agreed to have the men 
tried in the Netherlands. 


Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said Friday be 
wanted to negotiate the 
details of tbe trial and 
receive guarantees on the 
fate of the men if they are 
found guilty, after original- 
ly saying he would agree to 
the trial without conditions. 

But Washington and Lon- 
don insisted that the two 
must be turned over imme- 
diately, without guarantees 
about the trial. 

Libya has been under 
UJM. sanctions since 1992 
for its refusal to extradite to 
the U.S. or Britain the two 
suspects in the bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
which 270 people died. 

A senior Libyan official 
on Monday denounced the 
U.S.-British offer of a trial 
in the Hague as a “lie.” 


Iraq demands U.N. investigation 
into UNSCOM operations 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq has 
demanded a U.N. investiga- 
tion into tbe operations of tbe 
U.N. disarmament commis- 
sion, accusing it of spying for 
the United States and Israel. 

In a letter to foe U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan 
made public Monday, Iraq 
said the UN. Special Com- 
mission takes its orders from 
the United States and coordi- 
nates with Israel. 

“We call upon you, as well 
as the Security Council to 
put an end to this charade 
which goes on under the 
cover of the United Nations 
and [Security] Council” said 
foe Aug. 30 letter by Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

UN. spokesman Red Eck- 
hard said Arman's office has- 
n't seen the letter and cannot 
comment. Israel called Iraq's 
accusations “propagandist^ 
fantasies.*’ 

Long-standing tensions 
between UNSCOM and Iraq 
came to a head Aug. 5 when 


Iraq suspended cooperation 
with weapons inspectors. 

UNSCOM then stopped 
new arms inspections. 

In a related development, a 
prominent inspector. Ameri- 
can Scott Ritter, resigned 
from foe commission last 
week saying the UN. is not 
doing enough to stop Iraq 
from producing and conceal- 
ing biological and chemical 
weapons. 

In his 10-page letter, Aziz 
cited newspaper reports that 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told chief 
weapons inspector Richard 
Butler to hold off .inspecting 
certain sites to avoid creating 
a standoff with Iraq. Albright 
denied she interfered in But- 
ler’s work. 

Aziz wrote tfaar Ritter's res- 
ignation was a ted herring to 
divert attention from 
UNSCOM’s refusal to 
acknowledge Iraq’s achieve- 
ments in eliminating its 
weapons. 


Iraq accuses UNSCOM of 
deliberately prolonging its 
work of identifying and 
destroying Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Until UNSCOM certifies 
that Iraq is free of illegal 
weapons, the Security Coun- 
cil will not lift the economic 
sanctions imposed after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq demands “a serious 
investigation of all these 
facts,” Aziz said in the letter; 
adding that die Special Com- 
mission should be made “an 
honest international body, not 
an intelligence unit for a 
member country,” 

“We ask you as well as the 
council, do you allow that an 
apparatus attached to it coor- 
dinates with a party like Israel 
in issues related to Iraq?” the 
letter said. Aziz did not say if 
he bad any evidence to sup- 
port that allegation. 
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Bomb blast in Algiers 
kills 17, wounds 61 


ALGIERS I'AFP) — A 
bomb explosion ripped 
through a busy marketplace 
in Algiers Monday, killing 
17 people and wounding 
61, security services said. 

The attack, one of the 
worst the capital has seen, 
broke a period of relative 
calm in the capital and 
showed that the Armed 
Islamist Group (GIA) 
fighting the government 
has not lost its power to 
strike at the capital. 

The blast took place at 
10:30 a.m local time in the 
busy working-class west- 
ern district of Bab A1 Oued, 
which is often used by illic- 
it street vendors. 

The victims included sev- 
eral women and children, 
sources at the Maillot hos- 
pital which treated some of 
the wounded said. They 
added that the death toll 
was likely to rise as some 
of those hurt succumbed to 
their injuries in other hos- 
pitals. 

In the hospital, there were 
scenes of hysteria as hun- 
dreds of worried residents 
scoured lists of names of 
those wounded or wan- 
dered the corridors looking 
for family members. 

Women stopped passers- 
by to ask where they might 
find their husbands, parents 
or children. 

The bomb bad been 
placed in front of an elec- 


trical store in a narrow 
street by a covered market. 
A visibly shaken store 
employee described how 
his 22-year-old colleague 
at the entrance had been 
blown to pieces by the 
blast. 

“I was inside, when I fell 
under a pile of televisions 
that came tumbling down. 
The cries made me realise 
that an attack had just hap- 
pened. I got up with a lot of 
difficulty and saw broken 
bodies lying on the side- 
walk.” 

A police officer explained 
that patrols tried to keep 
the illegal vendors out of 
the market, but in vain. He 
added that officers checked 
customers as they walked 
into the market, but such 
checks were often treated 
with contempt. “You see 
the result,” he said. 

The bomb went off at a 
point where a police van 
had been parked 15 min- 
utes earlier, witnesses said. 

Tbe last major attack in 
Algiers was on July 9, 
when at least 10 people 
were killed in a bomb blast 
in a flea-market in the east- 
ern Ouad Kniss district. 

The bloodshed from 
Monday’s bomb came after 
armed extremists murdered 
10 people in Ain Defla 
west of Algiers, Saturday 
night. 

Islamists have also tried 


to disrupt Algiers' holiday 
period as masses of Algeri- 
ans flocked to beaches after 
a year of relative calm in 
the capital. There have 
been a number of attacks 
on seaside resorts, causing 
several injuries but failing 
to deter barbers. 

Five teenagers were 
killed last week in El Biar. 
one of the most fashionable 
parts of the capital, when 
they ventured into a tunnel 
used by an armed Islamist 
group as a refuge. 

The killing, near the 
country’s main seat of 
state, proved that the GIA 
are still capable of striking 
at the capital despite the 
killing of its chief by secu- 
rity forces July 9. 

Police had been on the 
trail of Athraane Khelifi. 
better known as Hocine 
Flicha (the Arrow) for his 
speed, since 1992 before 
killing him and 10 of his 
lieutenants in Algiers. 

Press reports Monday 
said security forces also 
killed three armed extrem- 
ists in Constantine and the 
village of Bordj-Menaiel. A 
home-made bomb also 
exploded at a spring in 
Sidi-Ali Cherif. near the 
western town of Sig, killing 
a municipal employee and 
huning another civilian 
who had gone there for 
water. El Khabar newspa- 
per reported. 



Yilmaz denies 
gangster suspect 
worked for Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut_ Yil- 
maz, in comments published 
Monday, denied reports that 
an alleged leading gangster 
had carried out undercover 
work abroad for the stale. 

Alaatrin Cakici. wanted in 
Turkey for murder and 
extortion, was detained on 
the French Riviera on 
August 17. He was carrying 
a Turkish diplomatic pass- 
port which officials in 
Ankara say was given to him 
by a member of the intelli- 
gence services. 

Yilmaz said Cakici had 
taken advantage of official 
contacts to obtain the pass- 
port but had no undercover 
role. 

“Cakici did not work for 
the state. Cakici used the 


state, not the other way 
round.” the Huniyet daily 
quoted Yilmaz as saying. 
Other newspapers carried 
similar quotes. 

The Cakici affair has 
rekindled a scandal over 
allegations that politicians 
and security officials used 
right-wing gangsters to kill 
political and business oppo- 
nents. 

The scandal first erupted 
in 1995 when a car carrying 
a government MP, a police 
chief and a wanted mobster 
crashed, exposing official 
links to the underworld 

Then interior minister 
Mehmet Agar resigned in 
the scandal and is now on 
trial for providing a false 
gun license and passport to a 
convicted drug smuggler. 


Mordechai arrives in China 




Residents, security personnel and Red Crescent staff Monday examine the site of a bomb explo- 
sion in the working-class western district of Bab A1 Oued in the Algerian capital. The bomb 
explosion ripped through the busy maketplace. killing 17 people and injuring 61 (AFP photo) 


BEUING (AFP) — Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai arrived in China Monday, beginning a four-day 
visit at the invitation of Chinese counterpart Chi Haotian, Xin- 
hua news agency reported. It will be his first trip to China and 
include not only discussions on possible weapons cooperation 
programmes but broader talks on security relations and the 
Middle East peace process, his spokesman said State tefevi-' 
sion reported that he handed over $55,000 worth of medicine 
from Israel’s Health Ministry at the airport for flood victims in 
central China’s Hubei province. The Israelis were scheduled 
to visit Shanghai, Xian. Beijing and navy and army bases, j 


Iraqi children return from U.S. following treatment Somali warlord agrees 

to end hostilities 


4 Israeli soldiers injured in accident 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Two young Iraqi 
girls who could not obtain med- 
ical treatment in their country 
arrived in Amman Monday 
from die U.S. where, thanks to 
several relief organisations, 
they obtained much needed 
medical attention. 

Seven-year-old Dania Abdul 
Jabar - — whose parents were 
killed in a car accident — had 
four operations for bums to her 
free and hands, while Isra 
Abdul Wahab, six, underwent 
successful open-heart suigery 
to correct a congenital heart 
defect. 

Both children, who will today 
make the 14-hour road trip to 
Baghdad, would not have been 
able to receive treatment in their 
sanctions-stricken country’s 
hospitals, where the majority of 


operations are conducted with- 
out anaesthetic and often with 
unsterilised equipment 

Dania and Isra were lucky. 
Only a small number of this 
regions suffering children 
receive aid through cooperation 
between organisations like the 
Palestine Childrens Relief 
Fund (PCRFl. UNRWA the 
Palestinian Red Crescent Soci- 
ety, the International Relief 
Association (IRA) and Human 
Appeal Fund. 

So far, die FCRF has man- 
aged to secure medical treat- 
ment in the U.S. fw more than 
100 children from the Gaza 
Strip and reiugee camps in 
Lebanon and Syria, whose resi- 
dents are in need of specialised 
medical treatment not readily 
available to them. 

Tbe PCRF was established in 
1991 by American journalist 
Stephen Sosebee, who covered 


the Palestinian intifada in the 
late eighties. 

Sosebee started his “non- 
political" aid work by bringing 
in volunteer teams of doctors 
and nurses to the West Bank 
and Gaza and to refugee camps 
in Lebanon to help children suf- 
fering from bums, eye ailments 
and congenital heart disorders. 

The average cost of treatment 
for most of these cases is no less 
than $60,000. according to 
Sosebee, and can go up to 
S300.000. making the search 
for aid difficult 

“If we had 10 pay a penny 
from our pockets, we would not 
be able to conduct such work,” 
he said. 

Four-year-old Palestinian 
Now Ashour's open heart 
surgery in Toronto took nine 
months to arrange. Sosebee told 
the Jordan Times. 

Sosebee said that PCRF 


hopes to assist more children by 
the end of the year, adding that 
eight ophthalmologists are 
expected to arrive in Gaza early 
this month to help children 
there with eye ailments. 

Also in September, a delega- 
tion of 16 doctor? and nunses 
should arrive at Maqased Hos- 
pital in Jerusalem to treat 35 
babies hospitalised with con- 
genital heans defects. 

“[Yet] you cannot do relief 
work in the Middle East with- 
out doing something for Iraqi 
children." Sosebee added. 
refemng to the PCRF s current 
move to include help for Iraqi 
children. 

Since it started aiding chil- 
dren in Iraq six months ago. the 
PCRF has managed to coordi- 
nate the dispatch of 20 truck- 
loads of food and other ship- 
ments of medical supplies to 
Baghdad 


against Ethiopia 


‘Famine threatens east Sudan’ 


GENEVA (AFP) — Tens of thousands of 
people in east Sudan are living in precar- 
ious conditions after fleeing outbreaks of 
cross-border shelling from Eritrea, the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent grouping 
warned Monday. 

More than 36.000 people "are now lan- 
guishing in pitiful conditions, with little 
food and in increasingly bad health" in 
camps in the east of the country, the 
International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies said. 


Some 55.000 people have fled their 
homes to makeshift camps at sites such 
as Shamboub on ihe arid plain beneath 
the Taka mountains because of the clash- 
es. the federation said in a statement 
“With the world's attention focused on 
the conflict in southern Sudan, the plight 
of the population of Shamboub ... has 
gone unnoticed as hundreds of families 
have tied the shelling." the federation 
said. 

Most of the displaced people were 


threatened by disease and a lack of basic 
necessities, the Geneva-based organisa- 
tion said. 

The Sudanese Red Cross is providing 
emergency assistance, bur supplies have 
run low. leaving less than half the needs 
meL ihe federation said. 

The Red Crescent Society of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates has stepped in with 
some 560 tonnes of food aid and shelter 
materials for 36.000 people and medical 
supplies to last 40.000 people one month. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Hussein 
Mohammad Aidid has 
agreed to end a war of words 
against Ethiopia and stop 
supporting armed groups 
seeking to overthrow the 
Ethiopian government, press 
reports said Monday. 

The armed groups include 
the armed A1 Itihad AJ Islam 
and the Ogaden National 
Liberation Front (ONLF) in 
Ethiopia's Somali-populated 
southeastern region of 
Ogaden, which is trying to 
secede from the rest of 
Ethiopia the daily Quran and 
Bunudir newspapers report- 
ed. 

Aidid also agreed to end 
the support and sanctuary it 
gives to Ethiopia's Oromo 
Liberation Front (OLF). 

In return. Ethiopia pledged 
to end support For Somali 
warlords opposed to Aidid. 
the papers said, quoting top 
officials in Aidid’s faction 
here, who contacted his dele- 
gation in Addis Ababa 

Aidid’s United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SN A) faction 
has repeatedly accused 
Ethiopia oF giving military 
support to his opponents. 


including training and arm- 
ing the Rahawein Resistance 
Army (RRA) fighting Aidid 
in the Bay and Bakoi regions 
of sooth west Somalia. 

-Bonadir also said that 
Aidid had agreed to attend a 
reconvened national recon- 
ciliation conference to be 
attended by all factions in the 
Ethiopian capital, but did not 
specify the date. 

Aidid had earlier stuck to a 
peace agreement signed by 
Somali factions in Cairo in 
December which called for 
the formation of a transition- 
al government, with a parlia- 
ment and independent judi- 
cial system, but which failed 
to materialise, like previous 
peace accords. 

However, observers in the 
Somali capital have ques- 
tioned Aidid’s ability to 
enforce such major pledges 
single-handedly as a leader 
of one faction controlling a 
limited fiefdom. 

RRA spokesman Bashir 
Mohammad Abdi said the 
agreement between Ethiopia 
and Aidid had nothing to do 
with the “determined efforts 
by his clansmen to end 
Aidid’s occupation of their 
land.” 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Four Israeli military personnel were 
injured early Monday when their helicopter missed its land- 
ing-pad in south Lebanon, hit the ground nearby and over- 
turned. the army spokesman said The .American-manufac- 
tured Bell-206 was bringing two soldiers to an Israeli strong 
point in the strip of land which Israel occupies in south’ 
Lebanon to protea its northern border against attacks by- 
Lebanese and Palestinian fighters. The pilot and co-pilot and 
the two soldiers were injured One of them suffered medium 
injuries. The others were lightly injured a hospital official 
said. 


Woman expelled from south Lebanon 


RACHAYA (AFP) — A Lebanese woman was expelled 
Monday from the Israeli-controlled border rone of south 
Lebanon after her children were accused of helping guerrillas 
fighting the occupation, the police said Salima Harridan, a 58- 
year-old resident of the Sunni Muslim village of She baa in the 
bonier area was summoned to the headquarters of intelli- 
gence services of Israel's allied South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
in the town of Hasbaya, they said She was informed of the 
expulsion decision and immediately taken by SLA militiamen 
to the Zimraya checkpoint, one of the five passageways link- 
ing the occupied border zone to the rest of Lebanon, they said. 
Ham dan's 23 -year-old son Maher has been jailed since Feb- 
ruary in the 5 LA-run Khiam jail in the border zone after hav- 
ing been accused of smuggling explosive materials into the 
occupied area 


Khatami to attend Non-Aligned summit 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President Mohammad Khatami 
is due to arrive Tuesday in Durban, South Africa for a meet- 
ing between the heads of state of the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), officials said. Khatami, scheduled to deliver a speech 
during the two-dry summit, will be making his first appear- 
ance abroad at a meeting of international leaders since his 
ejection in May 1997. Iranian Foreign Minister Kama! 
Khnruzi. also taking part in the meeting, arrived in South 
Africa on Sunday. The 1 13-member Non-Aligned Movement 
was formed in 1955. Issues on the agenda For this week's 
meeting are the proliferation of nuclear weapons, conflicts in 
dw Gulf and Middle East, and the Asian economic crisis. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 — Cartoon — The Pink 
Panther 

15:30 Small Talk — “Quiz 
Show” 

16:00 — Drama - Neighbours 
16:30 — Doc. — Life Choices 

17:00 Doc. — Royal Blood 

18:00 French Programmes 

— Les Coeuns Brule's 

lftOO Le Journal 

19:15 ....„~Frcnch Programme 

— Fractales 

1930 News headlines 

1935 Step by Step — “Forever 
Young" 

2XhOO What Would You Do? 

20i30 Encounter 

21:10 Mini-series — An Inde- 
pendent Man (Ep. 5) 

22rt)0 News in English 

22 JO Feature film — “Do You 
Remember Love?" 

23:59 Metro Cafe- 

2359 End ofTX. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

St Afinexn Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477175). 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Td. 5B65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangeficai Local Church 
in Amman Td. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle CoDege TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Engfisb -Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 477 1 331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


PRAYER TOMES 

04:45 Jrajr 


06:05 

12L36 

16:12 

19d6 


„( Sunrise) Duha 

— — .JDhuhr 

'Asr 

.Maghreb 


2fc26 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mazy of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, TeL 5920740 
Assembfies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Td. 4624590 


Relative hot weather conditions 
will persist with temperatures dip- 
ping slightly but remaining above 
average by 3 degrees centigrade, 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be rela- 
tively hot winds northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Shmefcarri pharmacy ..4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....4623672 
IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qarra ..281484 

Ai Quds pharmacy \ — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc VousrfAhuSa’d .9WO(10 

KhaOfeh pharmacy 985417 


Electric Power Co. 46363SI 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Queen Alia Inil. Airport ..-.44-5321 X) 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 

....22/35 

2S«9 


.18/37 


Yesterday's high 

temperatures: 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 37. Aqaba 40 Humidi- 
ty readings: .Amman 16 per ccnL 
Aqatu 28 per cent 
Following arc the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajkxm 27 

Jerash — ..... 33 

UmQays 32 

Madaba 31 

Petra — -34 

Dead Sea — . -....37 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Da Abbas Hakim 

Dr. Arafat Asbhflb 

Dr. JaraaUbarab 

Dr. Ajmnn Muhtaseb _ 
AJ Asema pharmacy . 
AJ Salam pharmacy .. 


_>4R&5446 

5602507 

— 5347351 

4875748 

....4637055 

....4636730 


Food Cofttml Centre.. -.46371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
.5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 462(111. 
4637777 

Fia* Brigade ...46 1 7 10 1 

Blood Bank .4775121 

Highway Police... -....5343402 

Traffic Police- 4S96390 

Public Security Dept... -.4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints — .5661 176 

Water k SeaeragE Conyhims 4S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

-...4787111 

Telephone Infwma&m (directory 

assistance) — 12i 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs-, -5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan. 4774111 

Water Authority —5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .-5815615 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre Rtf Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 592 J I W 

The Islamic. Abdli _56htil31/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. 

25856856 

Luanda - 4630145 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity.... — -4642441/2 
Jahal Amman Maternity 4642362 

M.tlhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 560707 \ 

Shmcisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Mi tosher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 4777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army. Marka .4891611/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL..56l)2240Z50 

Amai Hospital 5674 155 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital 

1 09)983323 

Zanp National Hospital 

- (09N00560 

Ihn Sina Hospital ..—(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
- —[09)99099 


Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02(272275 

Ibn AJ Nafecs Hospital 

.... 1 02 1247106 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 141 11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:10 .Tehran (RJ) 

08:15 Damascus tRJ> 

10:40 Abu Dhabi. Al’AmlRJ) 

10:45 Doha tial train (RJ) 

11:30 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

11:40 Beirut (RJ I 

12,-flO Muscat (RJ) 

12:15 -Sanaa (RJ. i 

12:45 Jakarta Kuala Lumpur ( R] ) 

1345 ...Muscat (add) (RJ) 

1700 Cairo ( RJ) 

18:45 ....Kuwait (RJ) 

19:00 ....London. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:05 Dhahran (;uld) (RJ) 

23:50 .Tunis (odd) (RJi 

00:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ i 

02:10 Madrid (RJi 

02:50 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
05:45 Mueicar (add)fRJ) 


13:30 Aden tIY> 

14:25 Munich (LHi 

J5.-00 Istanbul (TK) 

16:00 Riyadh (odd MS V) 

16:10 Bahrain, DnhafGFt 

1 .......Dubai lEKi 

18:05 Kiev (611) 

19:00 Paris t AFl 

2«*-25 Td Aviv (LY) 

22:30 Beirut t.MEi 

22 JO Bahrain (odd MG F> 

23*-35 LamauiiCYi 

23:40 .Amsterdam (KLj 

00:55 Bucharest fRO) 

03:00 ,._..Riime f AZi 

04:25 London (BA) 

Royal Wines iRWi FEojws 
10:20 Aqaba (arriving ar QAIA 
and proceeding to Marta Airoun) 
fRW) 

19:20 Td Aviv 'arrivin'; at 
QAIA) (RW) 

18:Q0.Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Morka 
Airport) (RW) 


Dahran (add) (RJ) j 

.Cairo (RJ) 1 

Madrid (RJI 

Tunis (aid) (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJI 

... — Muscat (add) (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RD 

Muscat (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:25 .Frankfurt (LH) 

10rt)0 Cairo (MS) 

12M5 Kuwait (add) (RJ) , 

1*30 Riyadh (SV); 






Tm 




iPr r - 

I**- ‘ 




\my 

* o* ' V •' . _ 

r ■ - _ - ■ ' v • 




; ^RjjiaHu* y? i n * 




. w-Vfl-’r - 

1 -ATM IN' *‘~- 


J-'- 

K f|., I-’J'T 


ijjSfe- 
■jgj L“S 
’iBtt.Mr--- p* 

3 “H 1 •“ 

\:jt; A' . V 
' - 

»U,-‘ 

' r • 

a?e:a.c •• - r • 

ii I- i— 

Be f '•! 


NEWS IN 


prtilsits Wihdut cam 


■N-Pffi-HF--- 

f.lYr'V.: . ; .... . 

Lx: H:- - ' 



14 JO Aden (IY) ' 


”J en b\ rh- 

J p.ra ' 


depajrtures 


OCBUh 

Princess Bosmn Hospital 

- — (02)275555 


Other FBgihts 

09KK) ....CariofMS) 

U^O Kuwait (add) (KU) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

- - Beirut (RJj 

OkOO .Amstodam. New York (RJi 

liI0 Vienna London (RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait fadduRJ) 

— Beirut. Paris (RJ) 

Berlin, frankfurt iRJ \ 

1,3:30 - Geneva Brussels 

(RD 


15:15 Munich (YP) j 

16:00 ..Jstanbul fTK) i 

17 JO .._ Doha. Bahrain (GF) I 

17:20 Dubai (EK) J 

17 JO -.Riyadh fadd)(CR 

19:05 K3cv(6U) 

21:10....... .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 ... Bahrain (add) (RD [ 

23:55 ..Beirut (ME) i 

00:40_. Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) j 

01^5 Bucharest (RO) . 

04rf» Rome(AZ) I 

fttid5 ...Lamxa (CY) ! 

07 JO Jaris(AP) J 

09:20 Lundan (BA) j 


Royal Wings (RW 1 ) nights 
OSrflO Aqaba (from Marta Air- 
port) (RW) 

09130.. Aqaba (from Marta Air- 
port.) (RW) I 

17:30 Te) Aviv (from Maria Air- j 
port HR W) 

21:30 -Aqaba (ftom QAIA) (RW j 
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Amman court to review former 
Water Minister Haddadin’s appeal 
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By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AjvlMAN — The Amman 
peace Court will meet on 
Sept 13 to consider an 
appeal by former Water 
Minister Munther Had- 
cbdin contesting its right to 
try ministers. 

The court held its first 
meeting on Sunday to look 
into a lawsuit filed by the 
National Society for Con- 
sumer Protection fNSCP) 
against Haddadin and other 
officials in connection with 
the eight-week-old water 


contamination crisis. 

While Haddadin's attor- 
ney Bassam Haddadin con- 
tended that the court is not 
empowered to try ministers, 
NSCP attorney Mahmoud 
Kilani said the court has the 
authority to try ministers 
after they resign. 

According to the Consti- 
tution. ministers are tried 
by a higher council for any 
alleged crimes committed 
while in office but only 
after an indietzuenr by a 
two-thirds majority of the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 


Man in custody over 
sister’s shooting death 


ByRanaHussehii 

Jordan Tories Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —The authorities 
are questioning a man in 
connection with the shooting 
dfnrh of his 26-year-old mar- 
ried sister in Jiza town, near 
Queen Alia International 
Airport, official sources said 
Monday. 

The suspect, who was not 
identified by the authorities, 
turned himself in to police on 
Sunday shortly after shoot- 
ing his sister, Abla Moham- 
mad, tnihe Qastal village of 
Jiza. the source said. 

“The suspect shot his sister 
once in the face with a shot- 
gun," the source told the Jor- 
dan Times on Monday. He 
said tbe victim was killed 


instantly. 

According to the source, 
the suspect told interrogators 
that he shot his sister because 
of her suspected immoral 
behaviour. 

Police contacted by the 
Jordan Times on Monday 
evening confirmed the inci- 
dent but refused to comment 
and said they were investi- 
gating the case. 

Abla became the 15th 
woman reportedly killed in 
the Kingdom in a “crime of 
honour” since the beginning 
of the year. 

More than 230 women 
have been killed in Jordan 
for the same reason over the 
past decade, according to 
Public Security Department 
figures. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Piipc^tMts Wihdai camp 

■**•■ f . - 

AMMAN^dra) — HRH Prince Ali Ben Hussein on Monday 
toured anl^ffiWA women's programme centre in die Wibdar 
Refugee Camp. He also called at the Wihdat Sports Club_ 
where received by the club's President Fahd Bayyari, 


Tarawneh receives Sudanese minister 

. 

-.'\r -s 4 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh Monday 
iwaved Sudanese Minister of Culture and Information Ghazi 
Satatayklin, who arrived here yesterday to hold talks with 
renki Jordanian officials. Tarawneh and Salahuddin reviewed 
bjjaeral relations in various fields, particularly trade. 

Meetings to discuss report on 
international convention 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jord an N ational Committee for 
Wbmen in cooperation with UNlCfcf* will hold a series of spe- 
cialised meetings from Sept. 1-5 to discuss Jordan’s draft report 
on the Convention on the Elimin ation of a ll form s of Discrim- 
ination Against Women (CEDAW). a UNICEF statement said 
Monday. The meeting aims to discuss and finalise Jordan's 
report bo the CEDAW in preparation for its submission to the 
CEDAW Committee in mid-September. Jordan signed the 
CEDAW in 1980 and ratified it in 1992, entering reservations 
on articles relating to Nationality Law, Equality in Legal and 
CM Responsibflity and Marriage and Family Relations. For 
thispurpose, UNICEF has invital Azza Soliman, president of 
tix^^frian Women's Legal Centre, and an expert on 
wahen’s rights, who participated in preparing Egypt’s repeat 
withe CEDAW, die statement said. The first in the series of 
meetings will be held today. The draft Jordanian report on the 
CEDAW will be discussed with the judiciary. The second 
meeting will be held on Thursday. Representatives of inter- 
gpvemmental organisations will discuss the report. The lasr 
meeting on Saturday wfl] be dedicated to discussing die report 
with NGO representatives, aided the statement. 


What’s Going On 


DARATAL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

Summer 98” cultural activities at Darat A1 Funun. Jabal 
iWeibdeh, to last until SepL 30, include: 

CONCERT- 

* Classical concert by the National Music Conservatory 
Group, at 8:00 p.m. 

[exhibitions 

* 5Q years of graphic art from Lebanon and works by Jor- 
danian artist Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jordanian 
artist Said Haddadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Sarnia Zaru at the 
|Byzantine Church. . 

* Exhibition of photographs “Memory of a Place” by Jor- 
danian artist Hussein Da’seh at the Museum. 

CONCERT 

* Concert- by the National Band of Circassian Folklore at 
d* Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. (dally until Sept 
4). - 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Rula Shukaiiy at the French Cultural Cen- 
time, Jabal Amman, until Sept. 30. 

* Exhibition of wrought iron furniture by Jordanian artist 
Salim A1 Bandak at A1 Baidar Hall, Kan Zaman village 
(Tet.5862531), until SepL 17. 


The higher council con- 
sists of the Senate president 
os head of the council, three 
senators appointed by the 
Upper House and- five 
judges from the highest 
court of the land. 

The NSCP filed a suit 
several weeks ago against 
Haddadin. Munther 

Khleifat, secretary general 
of the Water Ministry, 
Mohammad Abu Taha, 
head of the Zai Water Treat- 
ment Plant, and Adrian 
Abbas, secretary general of 
the Health Ministry, as well 
as other officials. 


The accusations include 
negligence and supplying 
drinking water that does not 
meet Jordan’s standards for 
human consumption. 

Except for Haddadin, 
who cited constitutional 
protection, all other defen- 
dants pleaded not guilty in 
the court. 

“We believe that our judi- 
ciary system has always 
been objective and fair,” 
said Mohammad Obcidat, 
■head of the NSCP. “We 
cannot comment further 
because the issue is now 
before the court” 


Jordan, Spain sign agreement 
to continue work at citadel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Spain Monday signed an 
agreement to continue the 
excavation and restoration 
project of the Umayyad mon- 
uments at the Amman Citadel. 

Under the agreement, 
signed by Tourism and Antiq- 
uities Minister Aket Biltaji and 
the Spanish charge d'affaires. 
Francesco Aguilera, the Span- 
ish Agency, for International 
Cooperation (AECD will pro- 
vide $260,000 to cover the 
cost of the one-year third 
phase of the project, which 
began in the early 1990s. 

According to an official at 


the Spanish embassy in 
Amman, the first two phases 
of work at the ancient Citadel 
site were conducted under the 
supervision of professes’ Anto- 
nio Almagro, who will also 
take charge of the third phase. 

He said the first phase 
entailed the restoration of the 
Umayyad Palace and was 
completed in 1994, while the 
second concluded in 1996 
with the rehabilitation of the 
Audience Hall 

Speaking after the signing 
ceremony at the Ministry of 
Tourism, Biltaji said the agree- 
ment is an extension to earlier 


agreements in 1994 and 1998 
on work by the Spanish 
archaeological team in con- 
junction wife the Department 
of Antiquities. 

Biltaji was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that the Amman 
Citadel was linked to the rule 
of the Umayyad caliphs in 
Andalusia. 

The Umayyad era in the 
Orient will be featured in a 
series of studies and a docu- 
mentary film produced by 
UNESCO to be released next 
year, said the minister. He 
added that the documentary 


and studies will cover the 
areas ruled by the Umayyad 
dynasty in the East, including 
Damascus and Amman. They 
will also shed light on residen- 
tial areas, trade routes, military 
camps and other aspects of 
life, as well as the church and 
the mosque at the Citadel, 
which Biltaji said proves the 
existence of Arab Christians 
and Muslims living in the 
same area under the Umayyad 
rule. 

The minister noted that 
Spain has spent more than a 
$1 million on excavation and 
restoration projects in Jordan. 



ADMINISTRATORS DISCUSS COOPERATION: The acting president of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Walid Ma'ani, Monday meets with Hideo Sato, first advisor to 
the president of the United Nations University (UNU), who was recently appointed 
as acting president of the Internationai Leadership Academy in Jordan. Ma'ani 
and Sato discussed cooperation between the two universities in scientific, cultural 
and academic fields (University of Jordan photo) 


Two students released 
following five-day detention 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two Universi- 
ty of Jordan students were 
released on Monday fol- 
lowing five days of deten- 
tion at the Public Security 
Directorate on charges of 
lese majeste. 

A1 Harith Fakhri Issa. 
chairperson of the universi- 
ty's Students’ Council, and 
Khalid Abdul Jabar 
Sanoubar, a fellow council 
member, were the two stu- 
dents released. 

Issa told the Jordan Times 
that intelligence agents 
interrogated him about his 
university activities and a 
speech he gave Tuesday at a 
rally at the Professional 
Associations Complex. 

He said police arrived at 
his home in Jabal Taj on 
Wednesday night with an 
“arrest warrant bearing the 
chaiges of lese majeste" 
following the speech at the 


pro-Sudan rally. 

The rally, organised by 
political parlies and profes- 
sional unions, was to show 
“solidarity” with Sudan 
after the U.S. bombing of a 
pharmaceutical plant in 
Khartoum earlier this 
month. 

"The speech I gave at the 
rally contained no state- 
ments against the govern- 
ment or anybody. It was 
merely to show our support 
to our Sudanese brethren 
and to denounce the U.S. 
attack," Issa said. 

“The interrogation at the 
GED did not focus on the 
rally itself but on my uni- 
versity activities. They 
[GID officers] were gentle 
and I was not harmed," he 
added 

“I think the case is over 
and we are free again. I 
hope it will be the end," 
Issa said. 

The student said he was 
not aware of Sanoubar’s 


»!: 

arrest. “He had nothing to 
do with the speech I deliv- 
ered. I was shocked to learn 
that he was arrested." 

Also on Monday, police 
prevented dozens of Uni- 
versity of Jordan students 
from staging a sit-in near 
rhe Prime Ministry to 
protest the detention of Issa 
and Sanoubar. 

At the time of the sit-in, 
the students were not aware 
that Issa and Sanoubar bad 
already been released. 

Plainclothes and anti-riot 
police armed with tear gas 
and batons ordered the pro- 
testers to leave the site. 

One student protester, 
who asked not to be named, 
said the purpose of their 
protest was to deliver a 
message to Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh urging the 
release of their colleagues. 

Following the unsuccess- 
ful 30-minute protest, the 
students dispersed peace- 
fully. 


U.S. announces immigrant visa lottery 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — The U.S. 
government has announced 
the annual diversity immi- 
grant visa lottery programme 
DV-2000 under which a spe- 
cific number of permanent 
resident visas will be award- 
ed in the year 2000 to eligible 
persons from areas of the 
world that have low immigra- 
tion rates, a U.S. Information 
Service (USIS) statement 
said. 

The visas awarded to win- 
ners in the lottery will be 
apportioned among six geo- 
graphic regions in the world. 


Jordanians are eligible ■ to 
apply for immigrant visas 
under this programme. 

Applications will be chosen 
at random by computer and 
winners only will be notified. 
The notifications will be sent 
by mail between April and 
July 1999 to the address list- 
ed on their entry. After being 
notified, winners will be eli- 
gible to apply for immigrant 
visas at the nearest U.S. 
embassy or consulate. The 
usual criteria for granting 
immigrant visas will apply, 
the statement added. 


For more detailed informa- 
tion on how to apply, instruc- 
tion sheets (in English and 
Arabic) on this programme 
will be distributed at fee front 
gate of die U.S. embassy in 
Abdoun beginning Sept 2 
from 8:00 ajn. until 2:00 
p.m. The application period 
this year wfl] run from Oct 1 
to Oct 31. 

The statement requested 
that prospective applicants 
not call • the American 
embassy in Amman regard- 
ing the Diversity Immigra- 
tion Visa Programme. 


Minister refutes reports of 
fight in correctional facility 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Interior Minis- 
ter Nayef Qadi Monday refitt- 
ed earlier press reports that a 
fight last week among 
detainees in a Zarqa correc- 
tional facility resulted in no 
injuries or property damage. 

“Several inmates injured 
themselves with razor blades, 
but the prison authorities man- 
aged to control the situation 
with extreme caution,” the 
minister said. 

On Saturday, Zarqa officials 
confirmed the incident, which 
rook place in rhe Beirin Cor- 
rectional and Rehabilitation 
Centre, but denied earlier 
reports of injured inmates or 
property damage, describing 


those reports as “exaggerat- 
ed" They added that the trow] 
resulted only in a broken glass 
panel. 

“The detainees had some 
demands and they resorted to 
these acts to express their con- 
cerns, and we in turn acted 
immediately by fanning an 
investigation committee to 
look into the incident and 
study their demands," Qadi 
said 

He added: “We are working 
on fulfilling the urgent needs 
of the detainees.” 

Qadi also confirmed that 
several detainees were treated 
at hospitals for cuts and bruis- 
es and that some of the cen- 
tre’s facilities were damaged, 
in the Aug. 25 incidenL 
The minister stressed that 


the incident was not political- 
ly motivated bur rather an 
action by the detainees to 
press for their demands. 

“This could happen in any 
correctional centre in the 
world and we are dealing 
with the situation in the best 
way possible," Qadi told the 
Jorriteui Times. 

Previous reports in the local 
press said the prisoners 
injured themselves to protest 
what the saw as crowded con- 
ditions at the Zarqa facility 
and the lack of air condition- 
ing. 

The reports placed the num- 
ber of injured at 27. 

The Zarqa correctional cen- 
tre holds individuals for ques- 
tioning and those awaiting 
trial. ~ 


Poorer families scramble to 
send children back to school 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to'the Jordan Tones 

ih 

AMMAN — More than 13 
million children head back to 
school today while the govern- 
ment continues to refurbish 
some of the 2,750 ageing pub- 
lic schools and hand out subsi- 
dies to help less fortunate fam- 
ilies scrambling to furnish rbeir 
children’s textbooks, tuition 
fees and uniforms. 

Around 985.000 students are 
enrolled in government schools 
while the rest are attending pri- 
vate, army and refugee camp 
schools run by the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA). 

But against a continued slow- 
down in economic growth, the 
start of the 1998-99 scholastic 
year has placed massive strains 
on many of the nearly 1 million 
Jordanians living below the 
poverty line, almost a third of 
the 43 million population, offi- 
cials and parents said. 

‘T cannot go to school this 
year because my family does 
not have money to pay for me 
and for my seven brothers and 
sisters" said Ahmad Sinan, 12, 
selling newspapers at a traffic 
light “1 have completed my 
elementary education and I 
want to give others in my fam- 
ily a chance to leam.” 

The National Aid Fund said 
it has given 5,000 needy fami- 
lies a lump sum of JD30 each 
to help them cover some of the 
education expenses of their 
children under a national cam- 
paign launched this yean 

“Despite our limited finan- 
cial resources, we decided this 
year to help in^ioverished fam- 
ilies meet some school-related 
expenses," said one NAF offi- 
cial. “We are targeting poor 
families with over eight mem- 


beisaiid others who are already 
on air monthly pay Hst” 

The <NAF,. operating under 
fee umbrella of the Ministry of 
Social Development, has allo- 
cated JD22 million to spend on 
35,000 impoverished citizens 
in 1998, giving a six-member 
family a moodily payment of 
JD82. 

“I have nine children in 
schools and my salary is 
JD100," said Salman Ahmad, a 
messenger at a government 
ministry. “How can I provide 
for my son’s education? I can’t 
pay for the fees, let alone his 
books or a pair of shoes and 
one unifona" 

Many families said their chil- 
dren had ro take turns to wear a 
limited supply of uniforms. 

Although school education 
in Jordan is mandatory up to 
the ninth grade, it is not free of 
charge. 

Students in public schools 
have to make a symbolic pay- 
ment of JD63 a year in school 
fees for elementary and 
preparatory classes, compared 
to annual tuition fees of 
between JD700 and JD3300 
other students pay at private 
schools. 

Prices of textbooks ar gov- 
ernment schools differ, with 
books for the elementary 
grades costing JD8 a year and 
for the preparatory stage selling 
at JD12. 

The government, with its 
hands tied by limited spending, 
has to deal with an economy 
growing much slower than the 
population, soaring poverty 
and economic recession that 
appears to have compounded 
the problems of the pox 

While the economy is 
expected to register a modest 
2.2 per cent or even negative 
growth in 1998, the population 
is growing by 3.6 per cent a 


year — among: then highesciitt'' 
the world. 

Unempk^meni'htisoffieudfy^ 
been put at 15 per cent and 
independently at 27 per cent 

Moussa Abu Jarar. a handy 
man from Zarqa who relies on 
finding new jobs every day to 
support his family, said he will 
only send three of his 10 chil- 
dren to school this year. “The 
younger ones will go while the 
older ones have to find jobs to 
help me," he said 

“Tn one month I earn JD75, 
in another 40, and sometimes 
not even a gjrsh [ten fils],” he 
said. 

The Education Ministry said 
it has taken all necessary' mea- 
sures to ensure state schools are 
fit to receive students at the start 
of the new scholastic year. 

It used a JD13 million World 
Bank loan to upgrade stare 
schools as pan of a four-year 
renovation project covering its 
2,750 schools. To dale, it has 
renovated 400 schools at a 
JD75 million cost under the 
scheme, which ends in 1999. 

It also hired 1J00 new teach- 
ers on temporary contracts to 
fin positions vacated by recent 
retirements or by fiill-time 
teachers who took unpaid 
leaves for years to weak in pri- 
vate schools or in Gulf schools 
offering lucrative salaries. 

About 60 per cent of the 
country’s 220.000 civil ser- 
vants work for the Education 
Ministry. 

Officials say civil service leg- 
islation makes it easy for full- 
time teachers to temporarily 
leave their positions for jobs in 
other Arab countries because 
their posts in Jordan are 
secured until they ream This 
has harmed students who have 
to meet new feces every year, 
they add 


From school bus to passenger bus — child labour in Zarqa 


Ify Yousef Rafei’a 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

ZARQA — A staik example of the 
worldwide problem of child labour 
can be seen in the number of children 
working as conductors on buses in 
Zarqa, Jordan's second largest city’. 

A number of children aged 13-16 
can be found collecting feres from pas- 
sengers on mini-buses for more than 
16 hours per day to earn often around 
JD3. 

This situation reflects the findings of 
a study mnfe public last month which 
pointed out thk poverty and diminish- 
ing social and economic returns from 
education were the main reasons 
behind child labour in Jordan. 


The. study, conducted by the 
Research and Database Unit at the 
National Task Force for Children 
(NTFC), revealed that chad labour 
was rampant among children living in 
pockets of poverty and refugee camps 
in die cities of Amman, Zarqa and 
Jerasfa. 

The International Labour Organisa- 
tion (1LO), which sponsored the study 
in conjunction with the Labour Min- 
istry, defines child labour “as work 
which is detrimental to the physical, 
psychological and intellectual well- 
being of the child.” 

Such a definition applies ro the chil- 
dren working as conductors on Zarqa 
buses who were driven to the job at an 
early age by poverty and, in many 


cases, their own parents. 

One case is 13-year-old Ahmad, 
who dropped out of school ro take up a 
job as a bus conductor that requires 
him to leave his house at five in the 
morning and alkws him to return only 
aril airtight. 

‘1 don’t regret dropping out of the 
fourth grade, because I used to face the 
cruel treatment of teachers who could 
not make me understand anything of 
what they taught,” said Ahmad. 

*7 didn’t study my lessons, and my 
teacher and my father used to beat me. 
But now 1 am like a grown man, bring- 
ing JD3 home every evening wife the' 
blessing of my parents," he added. 

Another example is 14-year-old 

Khalid, whose father made him drop 


out to take the job of bus conductor He 
also earns JD3 for a 1 6-hour work day. 

Khali d said he was doing well at 
school. “I liked some of the lessons, 
especially science, and I had ho ped 
one day to study medicine ” 

One bus driver, Abu Yazan, said he 
does not approve of children working 
as bus amductors. “The bus needs a 
mature man who knows how to deal 
with passengers and who can endure 
tins difficult job, stay late and come 
early to work as required," he said 
“In addition, employing children to 
weak on buses is illegal and can get dri- 
vers into trouble wife the police.” 

But other drivers contended that it is 
better for children who drop out of 
school to work on buses than loiter on 


streets or in cafes all day, since the 
wtxk guarantees a “decent living” for 
them. 

Some drivers also said the)' preferred 
children as employees because they 
are more tractable than adults and can 
be paid less. 

But one young bus conductor, 15- 
year-old Ihiyab, said he was happy 
with his job and hoped one day to 
become a bus driver; a job he believed 
will bring him satisfaction and a better 
status in the community. 

Thiyab admitted that his family faces 
difficttitcuoirnstances. He said that his 
father works at a factory earning only 
JD70 a month and that be must weak 
to help his brothers and sisters. 
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Chernomyrdin urges 
deputies to confirm 
him in office 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Interim premier Viktor 
Chernomyrdin urged 

deputies Monday to con- 
firm him in office, saying 
any delay would prevent 
the country from emerging 
from an unprecedented 
political and economic cri- 
sis. 

In a 15-minute speech to 
a confirmation hearing in 
the state Duma lower house 
of parliament. 

Chernomyrdin said: “We 
can no longer let this 
process continue. We can- 
not leave Russia without a 
government in this situa- 
tion. 

“Within these last few 
days, much time has been 
wasted.” he said, adding: “I 
want to stress there is no 
time for talk. The situation 
remains critical today." 

Chernomyrdin also criti- 
cised the outgoing govern- 
ment, distancing himself 
from the de facto ruble 
devaluation and debt freeze 
two weeks ago which has 
sent financial markets 
plunging ever deeper into 
the abyss. 

“The old government did 
make some mistakes.” 
Chernomyrdin told a con- 
firmation hearing in the 
state Duma lower house of 
parliament in reference to 
the cabinet he led until he 
was removed from office in 


March. 

“But I did not declare a 
devaluation and a moratori- 
um on state debt,” 
Chernomyrdin said, refer- 
ring to moves by ex- 
Premier Sergei Kiriyenko 
which left Russia's young 
banking system on the 
brink of collapse. 

He told deputies that the 
new government “must do 
all it can to maintain the 
banking system in Russia. 

“We must make sure that 
people's investments do 
not pay for certain people's 
mistakes," he added. 

The ruble has been in 
ffeefall since the central 
bank gave up defending the 
Russian currency at its old 
peg of 6.2 to the dollar. 

The Aug. 17 decision was 
accompanied by a freeze of 
some 250 billion rubles 
(S3 1. 6 billion at current 
fixing of 7.905) of domes- 
tic debt, a move which trig- 
gered a full-blown of bank 
liquidity crisis and threat- 
ened to drag the entire 
Russian economy under. 

The debt freeze forced 
banks ro offload share 
holdings in a desperate 
search for ready money, 
sending stock prices plum- 
meting. 

Setting out his priorities, 
Chernomyrdin, recalled 
eight days ago as premier 
just five months after his 


abrupt sacking by President 
Boris Yeltsin, said: “Our 
main task is to minimise 
our general losses from the 
current situation. 

‘Today's priorities are 
people’s deposits, the ruble 
rate, payment of pensions, 
and wages ... and industrial 
enterprises," he said. 

Chernomyrdin's confir- 
mation was thrown into 
doubt after the Communist 
Party, the biggest bloc in 
the Duma, said it would 
oppose the acting premier 
despite a political accord 
reached at the weekend. 

The balance of forces in 
the chamber swung against 
Yeltsin's candidate after 
Yeltsin refused to sign an 
accord which would trim 
some presidential powers 
in favour of parliament and 
the government. 

The agreement would 
give parliament a greater 
say over the makeup of the 
Russian cabinet and 
includes an assurance from 
Yeltsin that he will not 
move to dissolve parlia- 
ment until its term expires 
in December 1999. 

The Communists and 
other opposition forces 
have also scoffed at the 
deal, saying it is not con- 
crete enough and could 
easily be overlooked by 
Yeltsin once Chernomyrdin 
is confirmed 


Myanmar military warns 
opposition against unrest 


YANGON (R) — 

Myanmar’s military govern- 
ment warned Monday that 
the armed forces would not 
stand idle by if the country's 
pro-democracy opposition 
tries to stir up unrest. 

Commentaries in state- 
controlled newspapers said 
it was impossible “at this 
unsuitable time” to call a 
parliament 

National League for 
Democracy (NLDUeader 
Aung San Suu Kyi told sup- 
porters at the weekend that 
she would convene a 
“People's Parliament" in 
September in a direct chal- 
lenge to the military govern- 
ment's authority. 

"If the parly cannot call 
(parliament), what will it do 
next? Is the NLD going to 
make instigations for an out- 
break of civil strife?" a com- 
mentary in the New Light of 
Myanmar asked. 

“Is it going to launch 
attacks with alien assistance 
to grab power? Is the 
Tacmadaw tanned forces) 
going to stay idle if the NLD 
starts aggressive campaigns 
or repulse attacks?” it said. 


The article referred back to 

mob violence during 

Myanmar's 1988 uprising 
for democracy, which the 
military crushed, killing 
thousands of people, accord- 
ing to opposition estimates. 

The opposition has 
become increasingly 

assertive in recent months in 
its campaign to try to force 
the government to recognise 
the results of the country's 
last general election in 1 990, 
which the NLD won by a 
landslide. 

Last week, college stu- 
dents staged their first street 
protests since 1996. 

Government officials have 
said calling a parliament of 
those elected in 1990 would 
be illegal and state media 
have suggested the opposi- 
tion should be outlawed and 
Suu Kyi deported if the 
party proceeds with its 
plans. 

The military' has never 
recognised the poll result 
and has since arrested scores 
of opposition members. It 
has said a constitution is 
needed before a parliament 
is called but the opposition 


accuses the government of 
stalling. 

On Aug. 18. leaders of the 
government and opposition 
held their first talks for more 
than a year but the NLD said 
a genuine dialogue was not 
possible unless such talks 
included 1991 Nobel peace 
laureate Suu Kyi. something 
the government has always 
resisted. 

State newspapers have 
repeatedly attacked the 
opposition in recent days. 

Monday's articles accused 
Suu Kyi of following a 
"destructive path" and said 
it was lime for her to realise 
her wrongdoing. 

In a speech quoted in local 
papers Saturday, the govern- 
ment's powerful Secretary 
One Lieutenant General 
Khin Nyunt condemned the 
opposition as traitors moti- 
vated and supported by for- 
eign powers. 

Articles in the same papers 
said power could not be 
handed ro the NLD and that 
Western-style democracy 
was an inappropriate form 
of government for 
Myanmar. 






* 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) invites State Duma speaker Gennady 
Seleznyov for talks in the Kremlin. The state Duma, Russia's lower house of parlia- 
ment, began a session Monday at which it was due to debate the confirmation of 
Viktor Chernomyrdin as prune minister (Reuters photo) 

Opposition shifts tactics as 
Hun Sen pledges no violence 


PHNOM PENH. 

Cambodia (AP) — 
Strongman Hun Sen 
pledged Monday not to 
use violence against thou- 
sands of demonstrators 
staging a round-the-clock 
vigil for the past week 
demanding his ouster. 

But Hun Sen vowed he 
would not step down and 
insisted he would rule the 
country as the sole prime 
minister following his 
declared victory in parlia- 
mentary elections July 26. 

The stage was set for 
more turmoil when the 
Constitutional Council, 
the country's highest 
appeals body and stacked 
with Hun Sen's support- 
ers. rejected all opposition 
complaints of electoral 
fraud Monday. 

Opposition leader Sam 
Rainsy condemned the 
ruling, noting that the 
council had ignored 
requests to delay its deci- 
sion by one day and that 
opposition representatives 
were not present. 

“We have no other alter- 
native than to express our 
frustrations through 
demonstrations." Sam 
Rainsy said at a news con- 
ference. 

Significantly. Sam 
Rainsy indicated that the 
opposition was also ready 
to give up plans lo boycott 
the National Assembly 
when it convenes Sept. 
24. The opposition will 
control enough votes to 
deny Hun Sen the two- 
thirds majority needed to 
form a government. 

Hun Sen's cash-strapped 
administration will find 
itself in a crunch unless it 
meets some opposition 
demands. Sam Rainsy 
said. 

Hun Sen told reporters 


Singapore launches 
electronic traffic toll system 


SINGAPORE (R) — 

Singapore will launch a 
unique, smart card-based 
toll system Tuesday in its 
latest effort to prevent the 
traffic jams that choke 
other Southeast Asian 
cities. 

Months of testing in 
every kind of tropical 
weather preceded the 
launch of the world's first 
Electronic Road Pricing 
(ERP) system, at a cost of 
Singapore dollars (SS) 200 
million (SU2 million). 

The use of cars is dis- 
couraged in the tiny island 
state, where traffic jams 
would rapidly overwhelm 
the public facilities, and 
Singapore uses a system of 
tolls and permits to control 
the number of cars in its 
streets. 

ERP eliminates the need 
for motorists to buy a 
monthly pass to enter the 
central business disrrict or 
cruise main highways. 

Instead, vehicles are fa- 


ted with a smart card 
installed in a device on the 
dashboard. 

Electronic devices, 
mounted on gantries above 
the road, deduct the appro- 
priate charge as the cars 
pass under them. 

The old pass cost the 
ordinary motorist SS60 a 
month or SS2 to SS3 a day, 
depending on the destina- 
tion and timing of the jour- 
ney. Motorists with no 
passes faced fines of up to 
SS70. 

The new system will cost 
between 10 Singapore 
cents and SS3 each time an 
ordinary car enters the 
business district or moves 
onto a highway. 

A consortium led by 
Philips Singapore, a unit 
of Philips Electronics NV. 
built the new system to the 
government’s specifica- 
tion, with an accuracy of 
one error in 100.000 trans- 
actions. 

It went into action on 


two main highways early 
this month. 

There have been no 
reports of problems on 
those roads, but the gov- 
ernment had to apologise 
last week after 1,500 
motorists were charged 
when workers carrying out 
an overnight test forgot to 
switch off a gantry. 

For motorists, there's no 
escape from the ERP. 

Each gantry' can read the 
unique number of every 
windscreen unit, thus iden- 
tifying car and owner, and 
whether it has a card in it 
or noL A missing card 
means a fine of up to 
SS70. 

The ERP seems likely to 
be accepted a lot more eas- 
ily than the old system 
introduced in 1975. But 
there is some grumbling, 
nevertheless. 

One taxi driver pointed 
to the list of rates varying 
from 15 Singapore cents to 
SSI, which the ERP will 


charge depending on desti- 
nation and time of day. 

“Who's going to he able 
to remember all that? Still, 
we'll be passing the charge 
on to the passenger, so l 
suppose it doesn't matter 
much,” he said. 

Singaporeans have got 
used to the idea ihat own- 
ing a car is expensive. 
Besides paying for a car. 
they must also pay for the 
licence to own and use it. 
known as a certificate of 
entitlement (COEi. 

COEs, meant to limit the 
number of new- cars on the 
roads, were introduced in 
1990. The government 
sells only a limited number 
at auction every month. 

Car dealers or potential 
owners bid for them, with 
rates varying from 
SS20.000 to SS40.000. 
depending on engine size. 

Each is valid for ten 
years, after which it must 
be renewed or the car 
replaced. 


following a two-hour 
meeting with the U.N. 
special representative in 
Cambodia. Lakhun 

Mehrotra. that the opposi- 
tion was trying to provoke 
a violent response through 
the demonstrations, 
apparently to undermine 
his international standing. 

Security forces have 
been ordered not to use 
violence as long the 
demonstrations stay 
peaceful. Hun Sen said. 

“There won't be any 
response by arms from the 
part of the government." 
Hun Sen said. “If they can 
do it peacefully, no prob- 
lem if it goes on for three 
months, six months or 
even one year." 

Sam Rainsy later 
scoffed: “I don't think 
Hun Sen will be in power 
in three to six months. In a 
matter of days and weeks, 
we will hopefully break 
the present political dead- 
lock.” 

Earlier. King Norodom 
Sihanouk urged dialogue 
to end the protests, which 
he said were bringing 
shame to the nation. The 
demonstrations, unprece- 
dented in size and dura- 
tion. have turned a park 
outside the National 
Assembly into a tent city 
at times swarming with as 
many as 15.000 people. 

They are demanding (hat 
Hun Sen step down and 
that opposition com- 
plaints of massive fraud 
by the ruling Cambodian 
People's Party in the elec- 
tions be properly investi- 
gated. 

The opposition leaders. 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh, the king's .son. 
and Sam Rainsy have 
demanded that a formula 
giving the CPP a majority 


of 64 of the 122 National 
Assembly seats with just 
41 per cent of the vote be 
modified.- 

International observers 
gave the polls a generally 
credible bill of health, but 
issued their assessments 
well before counting — 
which took 10 days — 
was completed. 

The protest showed the 
first sign of turning vio- 
lent Sunday, when about a 
dozen people tried to 
destroy a Vietnamese sol- 
dier depicted in a 
Vietnam-Cambodian 
friendship statue in the 
park. 

In Hanoi. the 
Communist Party newspa- 
per Nhan Dan reported 
Monday that Vietnam has 
strongly denounced the 
attack, branding it shame- 
ful and contemptible. 

Suspicion and hatred of 
Vietnam, Cambodia’s his- 
toric enemy, runs deep. 
Though Vietnamese 
troops toppled the genoci- 
dal Khnier Rouge in 1979, 
a harsh, decade-long 
occupation followed. 

Hun Sen rose to power 
under the occupation and 
is regarded by many of his 
counLrymen as too pro- 
Hanoi. But he remains 
Cambodia's most power- 
ful politician, loppling the 
Ranariddh as co-prime 
minister in a bloody coup 
last year. 

Sihanouk claimed in a 
fax that the non-violent 
rallies have led the inter- 
national community “to 
strongly scorn us and to 
lose any intention to help 
Cambodia any more.” 

The result can only be 
more misery for the 
poverty-stricken nation. 
Sihanouk said. 


Eight die in killings 
in South Africa town 


JOHANNESBURG (Ri — 
Eight people were shot and 
killed at the weekend in a fresh 
spate of violence in Suuth 
Africa's volatile K\v;iZnlu- 
Natal province, police said 
Monday. 

A police statement sitid five 
of the murder; were committed 
Sunday in the province's pic- 
turesque town of Richmond, 
where more than 50 people 
have died in vicious killings us 
political parties square up for 
next year's general election. 

Two other people were in 
hospital with gun-shot wounds. 

Police and independent mon- 
itors believe the clashes .ire 
related to turf battles between 
political parties, similar to 
those dial led to the deaths of 
more duin 14,000 people in 
KwaZulu-Natal in the 10 years 
before the 1994 all-mcc elec- 
tion. 

Thai violence was mainly 
between the now'-ntling 
African National Congress 
( ANC) and the Zulu nationalist 
lnkalha Freedom Party, but the 
new conflict is seen as a strug- 
gle between supporters of tiie 
ANC and the new United 


Democratic Movement 
(UDM). headed by a former 
ANC leading light. 

Police said they had arrested 
two men after reports they had 
severely assaulted two other 
men. and a charge of attempted 
murder had been Hied against 
them. 

"It is believed that both these 
men arc alleged lo have been 
tiring gunshots in the area and 
might be linked la the deaths 
mentioned,'' the statement said. 

Three other people, two of 
litem though! to be a father and 
son and the dtiid a 67-ycur-old 
woman from another Itome- 
siead. were killed Saturday in 
Knmskop in nortlrem 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Tlte motives for the murders 
were unknown, and police 
were not immediately available 
for funJicr comment. 

The killings in KwaZulu- 
Natal had tapered ofT since the 
government deployed troops to 
Richmond last month. 

Security officials have how- 
ever complained they arc ham- 
strung by kick of money to bol- 
ster the 500-strong force sent to 
the town to quell the violence. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Koh! talks to Clinton, 

Yeltsin, Blair on Kosovo 

BONN (R) Chancellor Helmut Kohl spoke to world leaders 

at the weekend about the situation in Kosovo and called fix- 
increasing the pressure on Yugoslav leaders, the Geniuu] gov- 
ernment said Monday. Government spokesman Ono Hau^- 
said the chancellor had spoken to U.S. Preside^ BtU Omtoo. 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin and British Prune Minister 
Tony Blair by telephone. ‘The chancellor emphasised the need 
to strengthen the pressure on the conflicting 
the Yugoslavian leadership, together with our EU and NATO 
partners,” Hauser said in a statement. The statement dealt main- 
ly with Russia's economic crisis but Hauser said the Kosovo 
situation had also been an important issue in the chancellor's 
discussions with other world leaders. Kohi said that, with win- 
ter approaching, everything possible must be done to prevent a 
humanitarian catastrophe in the southern Serb province, where 
government authorities and ethnic Albanian separatists are 
locked in conflict 

Masood forces recapture 
northern base from Taleban 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Troops loyal to Afghan opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood Monday reclaimed a north- 
ern base thev lost only a day before to the Taleban. the Afghan ' 
Islamic Press (AIF) reported. The Nejrab pass in the province 
of Kapisa was retaken by Masood 's forces after severe fighting 
the Pakistan-based private information service said. It is locat- 
ed around J 00 kilometres northeast of the Afghan capital Kabul 
and is close to Masood-held Bagram air base. AIP quoted a 
Taleban source as saying the Islamic militia had retreated from 
the area "temporarily." AIP said the opposition sources clai m ed 
to have killed 50 Taleban- in the fighting. No independent con- 
firmation of the report was available. Nejrab was lost by 
Masood Sunday when the Taleban militia smashed through the 
frontlines. Masood, whose own headquarters is in the nearby 
Panjshir valley, is allied with forces of a northern alliance 
grouping ethnic Uzbek general Abdul Rashid Dostam, ousted 
Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani and the Shiite Hezfo-i- 
WahdaL The hardline Islamic militia which seized Kabul two 
years ago now holds more than two-thirds of Afghanistan. It 
routed the opposition from its main stronghold of Mazar-i- 
Sharif on Aug. 8. Since then it has overran a number of vital 
towns in northern Afghanistan. 

I’m no saint but I’m not guilty, 
Andreotti says 

ROME ( R) — Giulio Andreotti, a devout Roman Catholic who 
was Italian prime minister seven times, said in an interview 
published Monday that he was no saint but nor was he guilty of 
the Mafia charges for which he is on trial. ‘1 don't consider 
myself someone virtuous," Andreotti. 79. told Coniere della 
Sera newspaper. “But relations with the Mafia and the Pecorelli 
crime are not among my sins, for sure." The life senator, who 
goes to mass every day, is standing trial in the Sicilian capital 
Palermo cm charges of protecting the Mafia in his long political 
career. In a separate trial in the central city of Perugia, be is 
accused of complicity in the 1979 murder of scandal-monger- 
ing journalist Mino Pecorelli whom prosecutors allege was 
gunned down by the Mafia as a favour to Andreotti. “These are 
accusations that weigh heavily on me,” Andreotti said. “I hope 
to live long enough to get rid of them... As we’re talking about 
Hell, 1 think we’fi need an extra dose of divine mercy so that 
those who got me into this mess don't go there.' 'Andreotti said 
he was referring to the Mafia turncoats who have claimed his 
guilt. One leading turncoat. Balduccio di Maggio, has insisted 
Andreotti exchanged a kiss of honour with Mafia boss of boss- 
es Salvatore Riina in 1987. 

Gunmen kill editor in Bangladesh 

DHAKA. Bangladesh (AP) — Gunmen killed a newspaper 
editor with a barrage of machine gun fire as he was riding home 
in a rickshaw in a western Bangladesh city, an official said 
Monday. No one claimed responsibility For Sunday's assassi- 
nation. But Saifiil Alam's Bengaii-Ianguage daily. The Runner, 
had recently published a series denouncing the outlawed 
Maoist guerrillas operating near his town of Jessore, 128 kilo- 
metres west of Dhaka. AJam died on way to hospital, the area's 
government administrator Abdul MaJek said in a telephone 
interview. The unidentified gunmen escaped. Police did not 
immediately link the killing to the paper's campaign. The 
Maoists advocate armed revolution to overthrow the democra- 
tic system established in this predominantly Muslim country in 
1991 alter years of military -backed autocracy. 

Swiss AIDS cases decline 
due to viral treatment 

BERN (AFP) — The number of new AIDS cases in 
Switzerland continued to fall this year mainly because of effec- 
tive viral treatments, the federal health authorities said Monday. 
During the first seven months of the year, there were 272 new 
AIDS cases 1 99 men and 73 women were diagnosed with 

the virus. The number of new AIDS cases reached a peak of 
737 in 1995 and has been declining since, the federal public 
jK^lth office said. Vual medication administered during the 
HIV infection stage is the biggest single factor behind tbe 
decline, the health office said. Some 6,369 people in 
Switzerland have contracted AIDS since 1983. out of which 
4.740 have died. Swiss health authorities estimate there are 
about 700 new cases of HIV infection, which causes the AIDS 
\ ires, each year. Rates of infection through intravenous drug 
injection have consistently fallen, accounting in 1998 for just 
over 1 - per cent of new male cases from 47 per cent 10 year 
ago and 13 per cent for women, compared with 57.6 per cent. 
Heterosexual contact has become the main channel for trans- 
mission of the AIDS virus among women. For men, infection 
is predominantly through homosexual contact 

Runaway balloon 
drifts into Russia from Norway 

OSLO (R) — a rogue weather balloon from Canada drifted 

effL^ ,an ,. air T a ' from No ™y Monday in spile of 
k, ' planes from three countries to shoot it down 
^ authorities said. Hie balloon, as tall as a 

cniPr f .H'p„ hUl dJn ^ and yarded as a hazard to air traffic. 
R-irpnrc e ^ sr ? cc aboiu 7 ^ (0500 GMT) over the 
‘Tte " * e Arcdc island of Spitzbergen. 

(^ h r,ivrri ^°™ cgian & space at around 10 p.m. 

™ n ‘? hl passin S of Bear Island and 
S^Erik space 31 0 ' c,0ck this morning:' 

enn^rnf^, * *e Bodoe air traffic 

easterlv direciinn u!! Utcrs ' ** tis mov * n S in a constant north* 

Tte &i™ belWecn S-^oIl ’280 metres." he said- 

Pilches if ibflnivi d Tk VCr ^ area ®l uivaten * 10 five soCccr 
has ^ u ? man ned, 100-metre high balloon 

Nurw-iv [t went n S f *5* AtIanlJC over Iceland and 
24 in' the w^r^r c ®? lrol heine launched on Aug- 
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A young girl covers her face after laying a bouquet of flowers at Kensington Palace. Thousands of people made their 
way to the palace to pay their respects to Diana, Princess of Wales who, along with Dodi Al Fayed, was tragically 

killed m a high speed car crash in Paris one year ago (Reuters photo) 

A year later, Princess Diana 
mourned in public and in private 


CRATHIE, Scotland (AP) 
— A year after Princess 
Diana's death, thousands of 
people commemorated one 
of the most public lives of 
modem times Monday, 
while those who knew her 
best marked the anniversary 
of a very private grief in the 
seclusion of their Scottish 
castle. . 

Diana's beloved boys. 
PriDcev William. 1 6. and 
Prince^yany, 13, were with 
the reof the royal family 
at Baikal Castle, where 
their father woke them last 
Ar^3fe6fctefi them of their 
mothers fatal' car crash, 
i 3?xi:$ile of flowers at the. 
gates.of the princess' former 
home: at Kensington Palace 
in-London grew to about a 
thousand bouquets Monday 
morning. 

Messages in many lan- 
guages, photographs taken 
from newspapers, and paper 
hearts adorned the black 
and gold palace gates. 
Scores of well-wishers held 
an all-night candle-lit vigil, 
and public memorial ser- 
vices were planned at the 
city’s great cathedrals. 

The national flag, the 
Union Jack, flew at half 
staff on government build- 
ings and royal residences, as 
an official symbol of the 
personal and public remem- 
brance .of Diana. Queen 
Elizabeth II was criticised 
after the princess’ death for 
not lowering the royal stan- 
dard at Buckingham Palace 
in her memory. 

But for Diana's family it 
was a day for quiet reflec- 
tion — * ■ private prayers for 
her sons at the tiny stone 
church of Crathie parish, 
just outside Balmoral 
Castle’s gates and across the 
rushing waters of the River 
Dee, and a private service 
near her island grave at her 
family’s ancestral home, 


Althorp. for her brother and 
sisters. 

The queen Monday 
thanked people who have 
sent many messages of 
sympathy, through the royal 
website as well as in the 
mail. 

“The queen and the royal 
family, particularly the 
Prince of Wales, Prinoe 
William and Prince Harry, 
would like to thank people 
for their messages and kind 
gestures of sympathy at this 
sad time and for sharing 
their remembrance of the 
Princess of Wales;" said a 
royal statement: 

■Crowds - and -congrega- 
tions in London, Paris and 
at Balmoral remembered 
Diana Sunday and early 
Monday with rears, flowers 
and prayers. But there were 
no repeats of last year's 
huge crowds — just a con- 
stant stream of people visit- 
ing Kensington Palace. 
Althorp and to the scene of 
the Paris car crash a year 
ago. 

When the royal party left 
for Crathie church Monday 
morning, there were only 
3 bout 20 spectators and half 
a dozen bouquets against 
the wall. 

“I feel disappointed for 
the royal family that more 
people aren't here," said 
Tim Bunday. 31. who was 
on vacation from southern 
England and brought his 
two-year-old son. Toby, to 
see the royals. “Maybe peo- 
ple think it’s more respect- 
ful not to be here today." 

At Crathie church Sunday, 
the royal family heard the 
Rev. Robert Sloan pray for 
them. 

“Hear our prayers for 
those grieving the loss of a 
loved one in circumstances 
known to the world but only 
experienced by a few." 
Sloan said, as William and 


Harry sat on either side of 
their father. Prince Charles, 
in the front pew. 

Balmoral, Queen 

Victoria's “dear paradise" 
of mountains, moorlands, 
forests and salmon streams, 
has been a vacation retreat 
for the royal family since 
1855 and they visit off and 
on during the year, particu- 
larly in late summer. 

But they came together en 
masse, with spouses and 
children, to be present for 
the anniversary of Diana’s 
death. Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and his wife. Cherie, 
who were at Balmoral for 
the annual prime ministerial 
weekend, also attended the 
family prayers Monday 
morning. 

Ar Althorp. 120 kms north 
of London, away from the 
public gaze, Diana's broth- 
er, Earl Spencer and her sis- 
ters, Lady Sarah 
McCorquodale and Lady 
Jane Fellowes, planned a 
service near her burial site 
on an island in an ornamen- 
tal lake. The estate and the 
museum in Diana’s memory 
closed for the season 
Sunday after receiving 
J 52.000 visitors who paid 
up to £9 ($15.75) each. 

At St. James's Palace, 
where Harry and William 
live in London with Prince 
Charles, Diana's former 
employees and other mem- 
bers of the royal household 
were expected to attend a 
service of remembrance in 
the chapel where the 
princess's coffin rested 
before her funeral. 

Diana’s face appeared on 
front pages of most of the 
national newspapers 

Sunday, and half a dozen 
special programmes were 
offered on television. 

Sir Elton John, whose 
adaptation of “Candle in the 
Wind’’ in memory of Diana 


captured the grief of mil- 
lions around the world, crit- 
icised her family's decision 
to bury her on a tiny island 
far from her sons and her 
adoring public. 

The rock star, in an inter- 
view with The Sunday 
Telegraph. said Diana 
should have been buried in 
Westminster Abbey, where 
her funeral took place. 

“I just feel it’s sad that 
she's on that island — it’s as 
if she’s all alone again," he 
was quoted as saying. 

A granite and bronze 
sculpture of Diana and Dodi 
Fayed, the lover with whom 
she died, was unveiled 
Monday at Harcods. the 
London store owned by 
Fayed's father. 

It was a public “bank" 
holiday Monday and com- 
memorations seemed mod- 
est, reflecting recent opin- 
ion polls indicating many 
Britons found last year’s 
mourning excessive. 

The Daily Telegraph 
Friday published the results 
of a telephone survey by 
Gallup which found that 94 
per cent of those questioned 
said they had no plans to 
mark the anniversary. While 
28 per cent wanted the day 
to be an occasion for nation- 
al remembrance, 69 per cent 
thought it should be left for 
individuals to mark as they 
choose. 

The survey of 1,009 peo- 
ple had a margin of error of 
three percentage points. 

One of Diana’s closest 
friends, Rosa Monckton, the 
president of Tiffany’s 
London operation, said the 
princess would be appalled 
at the cult that has grown up 
around her since her death. 

“This whole Diana indus- 
try. which is so sordid, 
should stop and she should 
rest in peace," Monckton 
told BBC Radio 4. 


IRA tells group behind Omagh bomb to disband 


BELFAST (R> — The out- 
lawed ■ . Irish Republican 
Army : (IRA) Monday 
wanted renegades responsi- 
ble fcs- Northern Ireland’s 
worst guerrilla atrocity to 
disband. 

The IRA. which is observ- 
ing a truce in its long war 
against British rule, said the 
attack in Omagh town by the 
“Real IRA” that killed 28 
people on Aug. 15 had 
“undoubtedly caused dam- 
aged to the struggle for Irish 
independence and unity". 

The IRA, a clandestine 
force that rarely makes pub- 
lic - comments, offered sym- 
pathy to the victims’ families 
and the 220 people who 
were injured in Omagh, say- 
ing the car bomb explosion 
had been "a disaster and a 
tragedy of enormous propor- 
tions”:- 

An. _ IRA spokesman 
the breakaway Real 
JRA, .which admit fty l the 
ntodent, of hijacking its 
name and of trying to under- 


mine the leadership of the 
mainstream guerrilla group. 

The spokesman made the 
comments in an interview 
with Republican News, the 
weekly organ of the IRA's 
Sinn Fein political wing. 

The text of the interview 
was published in the Irish 
News, a Belfast morning 
paper read mainly by 
Catholic nationalists who 
seek union with the Irish 
Republic. 

“The grouping have done 
only disservice to the repub- 
lican cause. They have no 
coherent political strategy, 
they are not a credible alter- 
native to the Irish 
Republican Army,” the 
spokesman said. 

“In the immediate after- 
math of the Omagh bomb 
they announced a temporary 
halt to their actions. This is 
insufficient. They should 
disband and they should do 
so sooner rather than larer. 
The Real IRA, a tiny group 
that has been on the run 


under a security clampdown 
on both sides of the border 
since the attack, has made no 
comment on the IRA's state- 
ment 

It carried out die daylight 
attack on a busy Saturday 
afternoon in the market town 
but said later that it had not 
intended to loll civilians. 
The group said it had been 
aiming for a commercial tar- 
get- 

Jr was the latest in a chain 
of town centre bombings 
designed to destabilise the 
peace accord, one of whose 
signatories is Sinn Fein. 

The mainstream IRA 
called off hostilities in July 
1997 to pave the way for 
full-scale talks that led to the 
accord in April this year. The 
Real IRA argues that the deal 
perpetuates British rule. 

Tie Irish News said that, 
while the IRA spokesman 
had stopped short of threat- 
ening action against the 
splinter group, “the IRA’s 
statement, sanctioned at the 


highest level, will cause seri- 
ous concern to the activists 
of the ’Real IRA”. 

The ERA spokesman sig- 
nalled that the organisation 
would bow to demands to 
tell families of people whom 
it had executed where they 
were buried. 

Acknowledging that fami- 
lies had endured pain and 
anguish, the spokesman said 
the IRA had set up a unit last 
autumn to establish the loca- 
tion of graves. 

He said that “when they 
have established as complete 
a picture as possible sur- 
rounding these events, the 
relevant families will be 
notified immediately". 

Families of about 20 miss- 
ing men and women believe 
the guerrilla group shot their 
loved ones and buried them 
in secret graves. The IRA 
spokesman admitted thar the 
organised had been responsi- 
ble for "the execution and 
burial of a small number of 
people”. 


Indonesia says troop 
withdrawal from Aceh complete 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Indonesia’s armed forces 
said 658 soldiers were 
withdrawn from troubled 
Aceh province Monday, 
completing a promised 
removal of combat troops 
amid allegations the mili- 
tary was responsible for 
rape, torture and killings. 

A defence ministry 
spokesman said the depart- 
ing troops, who included 
28 members of the 
Kopassus elite forces, 
would be moved from the 
industrial town of 
Lhokseumawe to other 
areas of Sumatra island or 
to Java. 

“Now there are only non- 
combat troops remaining in 
the province," he said. 

Armed forces chief 
General Wiranto flew to 
Aceh early in August to 
make an unprecedented 
apology for army abuses 
during a nine-year crack- 
down against a separatist 


insurgency in the staunchly 
Muslim province. 

He announced an end to 
military operations in the 
province and said all com- 
bat troops would be with- 
drawn within a month. 

Acehnese human rights 
groups say the army was 
responsible for widespread 
kidoappings. torture and 
the dumping of hundreds of 
victims in mass graves in 
the province since 1989. 

Indonesia’s official 
National Commission on 
Human Rights said last 
week after a fact-finding 
mission to Aceh that 3,000 
women had been widowed 
in the province during the 
army crackdown. 

The human rights fact- 
finding team investigated 
several mass grave sites 
during its visit. 

At one site, a patch of 
scrub-covered wasteland 
known as Bukit Semang, 
the bones of at least 12 


people were unearthed. 

Bahurudin Lopa. head of 
the commission, said more 
than 150 could be buried at 
the site and that the 
remains proved Aceh had 
been a “killing field". 

Investigators dug up the 
remains of five more sus- 
pected army victims at 
three other sites in the 
province. 

Wiranto has disputed the 
commission’s findings, 
saying the skeletons 
unearthed could be the vic- 
tims of a pogrom against 
the now-banned 

Communist party in the 
mid-1960s. 

Indonesia's array has 
been put on the defensive 
since the resignation of for- 
mer president Suharto on 
May 21 amid a devastating 
economic downturn, mass 
protests against his 32-year 
rule and an explosion of 
rioting in Jakarta. 

Buffeted by allegations of 


atrocities in Aceh, the for- 
mer Portuguese colony of 
East Timor and the remote 
eastern province of Irian 
Jaya. and by an admission 
that Kopassus troops were 
involved in the abduction 
and torture of anti-Suharto 
activists, Wiranto has said 
the military is ready to 
reform itself. 

Lieutenan (-General 
Prabowo Subiamo, son-in- 
law of Suharto and former 
Kopassus commander, was 
dismissed last week for 
alleged involvement in the 
kidnapping of political 
activists. 

‘ Indonesia has also 
removed some troops in 
recent months from Irian 
Jaya and East Timor, where 
it* also faced separatist 
insurgencies. The army 
withdrew 394 soldiers from 
the Irian Jaya town on 
Timika last week, and with- 
drew hundreds of troops 
from East Timor in July. 


Hundreds riot over new 


governor in eastern Indonesia 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Hundreds of people rioted 
Monday in the eastern 
Indonesian island of Lombok 
leaving at least 13 injured, 
after authorities ignored pub- 
lic protests and installed a new 
government-backed governor, 
witness and a report said. 

The riot broke out near the 
tightly-guarded provincial 
parliament of Western 
Nusatenggara province in 
M ataram as Home Minister 
Syarwan Hamid was 
installing the new provincial 
governor, Harun Al Rasyid, 
Amarasaid. 

The rioters clashed with 
security forces on three streets 
which converged on the 
square in front of the parlia- 
ment house, Anlara news 
agency said. Seven official 
cars were damaged 

A staff member at the 
Mataram University about 
one kilometre from the new 
local parliament building said 
that on his way to the office he 


had witnessed security forces 
diverting the protesters away 
from the parliament building. 

“The people were pushed 
back to the old parliament 
building, where they over- 
turned some civil servants' 
cars." the staff member who 
identified himself only as 
I wan said, adding the rioters 
later stoned houses and shops. 

He said there had been 
heavy security in the city 
since Saturday. When a simi- 
lar protest involving some 
10.000 people had pelted the 
parliament building and the 
neighbouring Governor's 
office with rocks. •“ ■ 

Several armoured vehicles 
hadjbeen patrolling the town, 
since Sunday, he said, adding 
a police mobile brigade and 
troops from the neighbouring 
resort island of Bali were 
among the reinforcements 
deployed Monday. 

‘The riot is over." First 
Sergeant Herman of the 
Mataram regional police told 


AFP by telephone early in the 
afternoon. He declined to give 
details other than the clashes 
lasted about one hour. 

“Initial data shows that 10 
protesters and three security 
personnel were injured and 
taken to the Mataram (state) 
hospital.” the head of the West 
Lombok police, Lieutenant 
Colonel Junaidhy Thiansyah 
told Antara. 

But an emergency ward 
staff member at the Mataram 
General Hospital said 15 peo- 
ple had been treated for minor 
injuries and ail had since been 
released. 

• "Yes, there were some peo- 
ple here earlier ... Nobody was 
seriously injured, just one gny 
who had a minor concussion 
but he wanted to go home.” 
Alwi, (he emergency room 
staffer, said. 

He said some of the injured 
might also have been taken to 
the Islamic hospital. 

The protesters were angered 
at the government's move to 


appoint the new governor 
despite protests demanding 
new elections amid accusa- 
tions the results did not reflect 
the will of the people. 

Protesters charged the elec- 
tions had been rigged to allow 
the government-backed can- 
didate, a non-native of the 
province, to win. Al-Rasyid 
won the elections with the two 
native candidates trailing far 
behind. 

Thursday, some 5,000 peo- 
ple angered by the lack of 
action over their fraud charges 
stoned the parliament and 
attacked the nearby gover- 
nor’s office. 

They returned in double 
strength with 10.000 people 
Saturday, further damaging 
the legislature building and 
the governor's office and 
damaging five cars. 

Tire Suara Karya daily said 
27 people were arrested fol- 
lowing Saturday’s incident 


Defiant and confident, Congolese 
rebels prepare for long war 


GOMA, Congo (AP) — From 
Congo's capita], Kinshasa, 
government victory may seem 
at hand. But from rebel-held 
eastern Congo, insurgents say 
time is on their side. 

“The war is going on,” rebel 
leader Ernest Wamba dia 
Wamba told The Associated 
Press. “The government forces 
would’ve been by now com- 
pletely out if it were not for the 
Angolans and Zimbabweans. 
But they cannot- stay long. And 
we’re going to continue fight- 
ing no matter what.” 

Angolan and Zimbabwean 
troops Jed the fight for rebel- 
held towns in western Congo 
thar have now been retaken by 
pro-government forces. 

Sunday, the rebels suffered a 
major defeat in a month-old 
campaign to topple Kabila 
when they pulled out of 
Maiadi, 350 kilometres south- 
west of Kinshasa — the only 
remaining air base in western 
Congo under their control. 

Wamba said the rebel force 
in western Congo — believed 
to number between 6.000 and 
9,000 troops — had to with- 


draw ro avoid being cut off 
from each other by Angolan 
troops. 

The loss had forced the 
rebels to change tactics. The 
rebels say they' w ill split into 
smaller, mobile groups, ready 
to strike Kinshasa at times, and 
infiltrate the city and lie low 
until the departure of Kabila's 
allies, be said. 

The 56-year-old former 
Harvard political economy lec- 
turer said a guerrilla war will 
eventually bring victory. 

“Nobody can rule effectively 
only with foreign support” he 
stud. “Zimbabwe cannot stay 
for a long time. Angola may 
not stay for longer either: They 
have too many fronts open 
against them. They have to be 
in Congo-Brazzaviile, they 
have to deal with (separatists) 
in Cabinda, they have to deal 
with Congo-Kinshasa, and 
they are only 11 million peo- 
ple." 

Since the rebels — a coali- 
tion of ethnic Tutsis, exiled 
politicians and disenchanted 
members of Kabila’s army — 
took up arms a month ago, they 


have seized eastern Congo and 
come within a few kilometres 
of Kinshasa after fighting from 
the Atlantic Ocean, where they 
had airlifted thousands of 
troops. 

But Angola's and 
Zimbabwe’s intervention 
reversed rebel gains in the west 
— at least for now. Wamba 
said his forces were preparing 
for a prolonged conflict. 

“We are trying to tell our 
people that this may not be a 
few weeks’ affair. It could be 
months, it could be years. The 
more people get that sense that 
this is a worthwhile struggle, 
the people will continue strug- 
gling,” he said. 

Wamba said the rebels con- 
trol gold mines around 
Kisangani. Congo's third 
largest city, and were collecting 
customs taxes to bankroll the 
rebellion as well as negotiating 
international loans. He did not 
elaborate. 

“It is possible, if we organise 
ourselves very well, to generate 
money which would have us 
sustain costs in a long (term) 
way," he said. 


The rebels still control a 
siring of towns in eastern 
Congo and supplies can be fer- 
ried from Kisangani on the 
Congo River to rebels around 
Kinshasa. 

The rebels accuse Kabila of 
power-grabbing, nepotism and 
promoting his kinsmen from 
southern Katanga province in 
the government, security ser- 
vices and the army. 

“Fundamentally, this is a 
problem of how power is being 
misused," Wamba said. “We 
need responsible leadership if 
we want to have stability in 
Congo and regionally." 

Kabila accuses his erstwhile 
allies in Rwanda and Uganda 
of sponsoring the rebellion and 
invading the country. Both 
countries have threatened to 
intervene openly to protect 
their borders. 

“The very existence of 
Rwanda and Uganda requires 
at least in Congo stability and 
peace," Wamba said. “The 
hope of the region was that 
with Kabila, security and peace 
of the area will be established. 
But they are not there." 


Scientists warn of new ozone layer threat 


CANBERRA. Australia 
(AP) — Australian scien- 
tists said Monday they are 
mystified by the rapid rise 
of an ozone-destroying 
chemical in the atmosphere 
which threatens to delay the 
recovery of the Earth’s pre- 
cious ozone layer. 

Measurements of pristine 
air collected at the Bureau 
of Meteorology's Cape 
Grim baseline air pollution 
station in northwest 
Tasmania found a five-fold 
jump in the level of halon- 
1202 in the atmosphere 
since the late 1970s. 

During the past two years. 


the atmospheric concentra- 
tion of halon-1202 had 
grown 17 per cent a year. 
Paul Fraser of Australia’s 
federal science ageiicy said. 

“The international com- 
munity will have to consid- 
er extending the ban on pro- 
duction of halons to halon- 
1202 if we are to protect the 
ozone layer," Fraser said. 

Fraser said the source of 
the new balon remained a 
mystery, speculating the gas 
could be a by-product of 
inefficient production of 
other halons in developing 
countries. 

Some countries might also 


be manufacturing halon- 
1202 for military applica- 
tions. he said. 

Halon-1202 has an ozone- 
depletion potential of about 
half that of common chloro- 
fluorocarbons. 

But unlike other halons 
used in the past for fire 
fighting, halon-1202 was 
not controlled by the 
Montreal Protocol — which 
gives developing countries 
until 20J0 to completely 
phase out balon production. 

Fraser said measurements 
showed most chlorofluoro- 
carbons were slowing down 
their atmospheric growth 


rate, had stabilised in the 
atmosphere or were even 
dropping in concentration. 

This meant ozone recov- 
ery was likely to be detected 
in the next 10 to 20 years. 

“However, continued 
emissions of haions will 
delay this recovery,” he 
said. 

The ozone layer, located 
about 24 km above the 
Earth, is a shield against the 
sun’s deadly ultraviolet 
radiation. 

A thinning ozone layer 
can let in enough UV fight 
to cause skin cancers and 
cataracts. 
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Another Israeli 
obstacle 


THE SEVERE water shortages in the West 
Bank this summer are a grim reminder that 
water sharing in Palestine is destined to be 
one of thorny issues of the final status talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians. The lack 
of water was most evident in Bethlehem and 
Hebron. Palestinians there were left with lit- 
erally no water to drink while those areas" 
Jewish settlers were seen watering their 
lawns and filling up their swimming pools. 

There is a consensus among the Palestinians 
that Israel is cutting down drastically on 
water diverted to Palestinian cities and towns 
as agreed upon in the Oslo accords. 

Jordan has been constantly sounding the 
alarm about the imminent dangers of water 
shortages throughout the region. Control over 
water sources and the fair distribution of 
what is still available of it top the agenda of 
Middle Eastern capitals. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, recently 
drew attention once again to the simmering 
conflict over water and called for an ingenious 
plan to resolve the issue on a regional basis. 
Only a comprehensive scheme for the entire 
region offers hope for avoiding a future war 
over water. 

Desaliuation is certainly one method of 
securing water that has yet to be fully tapped. 
It is obviously expensive to construct desali- 
nation plants but if solar energy were utilised 
for this purpose, then the cost could be signif- 
icantly reduced. Meanwhile, Israel must act 
responsibly and share control over water 
especially when the aquifers being coveted by 
Israel are situated in the heart of Palestinian 
lands. The 4th Geneva Convention outlaws 
the confiscation of water and water sources of 
occupied territories by an occupying power. 
The International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights also denies an 
occupying power all authority to undermine 
the livelihood and welfare of a people under 
occupation, especially over essentials such as 
water. Israel should act by the rules and stop 
poisoning the atmosphere with yet another 
ploy to make life for the Palestinians that 
much more difficult The peace process is 
already overburdend with political and secu- 
rity-related issues and can ill-afford another 
obstacle. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanek argued that the govern- 
ment’s reform programme, which had been 
launched in conjunction with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF! and the World Bank, is still 
far from being completed. The rise from a rela- 
tively stable 3 W .5 per cent to a budget deficit of 7 
per cent or more in the last years clearly indicates 
the failure of past governments to reform the eco- 
nomic sector. Fanek stipulates that, unless the 
mere nominal changes that have occurred, turning 
government “establishments" into companies, are 
considered an important step towards reform, the 
Majali government must be reprimanded for its 
lack oCinitiative. Moreover, the ex-govemment 
failed to meet the dates set forth for the privatisa- 
tion of national enterprises such as Royal 
Jordanian. Jordan Telecommunications Company 
or Aqaba Railway, hence, the lack of reform or 
growth witnessed during the current recession 
cannot come as a surprise, the writer continues. 
Supportive words from the World Bank and gov- 
ernment officials have all proven in vain. With the 
current agreement approaching its final stages, the 
new government needs to consider whether to 
embark on a new such arrangement with the IMF 
or opt to develop an independent reform pro- 
gramme. Due to the “non-revolutionary" composi- 
tion of Tarawneh ’s Cabinet — most Cabinet mem- 
bers are economists — Fanek, however, speculates 
that the current reform programme will not be dis- 
continued. The government should seek more con- 
cessions from creditors, seek more grants from 
donors, make use of the World Bank’s experts and 
attract foreign and Arab investors, he demanded. 


By Gwynne Dyer 


HERE’S ANOTHER reason to doubt that that 
Sudanese factory was really making poison gas. One 
of the ‘experts’ wheeled out last week to confirm that 
Osama Ben Laden planned chemical attacks on the 
United States, after bombs outside U.S. embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania and retaliatory U.S. missile 
strikes in Sudan and Afghanistan, was none other than 
Vince Cannistraro, formerly counter-terrorism chief 
at the Central Intelligence Agency. 

This is the same Cannistraro who told us in early 
1989 that the CIA had “convincing evidence” that 
Palestinian terrorists with Iranian and Syrian backing 
were responsible for the bomb aboard Pan Am Flight 
103 the previous December, which killed 270 people 
on the jumbo jet and in the Scottish village of 
Lockerbie below. 

"From an intelligence point of view this case is 
solved." he said. "There is a lot of evidence which 
puts this at the doorstep of the Iranian government." 
But in 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait — and suddenly the 
‘convincing evidence' became a lot less convincing. 

“The West wanted Syria and Iran to be benevolent 
towards military action against Saddam Hussein," 
explains Scottish MP Tam Dalyell. who follows the 
Lockerbie case closely. So Washington blamed 
Libya's Colonel Muammar Qadhafi for the atrocity 
instead — and it was a turning point in U.S. policy, 
for it didn’t immediately bomb him. Instead, it tried 
to bring his alleged agents to trial. 

The Lockerbie bombing in 1 9SS was the climax of a 
long escalation in which the U.S. replied to terrorist 
attacks by prompt and often illegal counter-violence 
against the suspected sponsors, like President Ronald 
Reagan's 1986 bombing raids on Libya. But in the 
shocked aftermath of Lockerbie the U.S. government 
realised, as one of Cannistraro's colleagues put it, that 
“(our policies! just set up the next round of terror- 
ism." So U.S. policy changed: in future, terrorist sus- 
pects would be pursued by legal means. 

One of the first results of the new policy was the 
1991 indictment of two Libyan citizens for bombing 
Pan Am Flight 103. and a demand for their extradition 
from Libya for trial in a British or American court. 


Nobody really expected Qadhafi to hand them over, 
but his refusal would provide a justification for slap- 
ping a punishing embargo on Libya. 

But Qadhafi is no fool; he obeyed the law. As soon 
as the Lord Advocate of Scotland charged two Malta- 
based employees of Libyan Arab Airlines. Al-Amin 
Khalifa Fhimah and Abdel Basset A!-Megrahi. with 
putting a bag with a bomb into Malta airport’s lug- 
gage system for transfer to Flight 103. Qadhafi arrest- 
ed them, appointed an investigating magistrate, and 
asked for the evidence against them. 

This was in precise compliance with the 1971 
Convention to Suppress Acts of Violence Against 
Civil Aviation. But neither Washington nor London 
was willing to let Libya try the men (since they 
thought Qadhafi himself was the chief terrorist), and 
demanded that they be handed over for trial in Britain 
or the U.S.. 

Qadhafi outsmarted his opponents at every move. 
He offered to let British and American officials inter- 
view the suspects in a neutral venue. He suggested 
that they might be tried in some other country. He 
appealed to the International Court of Justice in The 
Hague (the World Court! to protect Libya's rights 
under the law. 

His tactics won much sympathy in the Third World 
— and in 1992 he was about to get a favourable inter- 
im ruling from the World Court when Washington 
bypassed the legal process by ramming through a 
Lbiited Nations Security Council resolution banning 
air travel and arms sales to Libya. Since much of 
Europe's oil comes from Libya, however. Libyan oil 
exports were not banned — so Qadhafi has shrugged 
off the U.N. sanctions and run rings around his ene- 


In 1996 he formally offered to let the suspects be 
tried under Scottish law in a neutral location, and 
began working to win the support of African and Arab 
nations for an end to the embargo. His first big suc- 
cess came last October, when South Africa’s 
President Nelson Mandela defied sanctions and went 
to see Qadhafi (who backed the anti-apartheid strug- 
gle generously when the U.S. and Britain were still 
cosy with the white regime). 

In February, the World Court ruled that it has juris- 


diction to hear Libya’s case against Britain and the 
u s . and Arab countries decided to ignore toe air 
i n July African countries voted to stop 

obeying sanctions altogether unless toe , Security 

Council agreed by September to allow a third-country 

tr So Washington and London have given up and re- 
packaged Qadhafi - s proposal as their own If he hands 
the suspects over for trial in the Netherlands before 
Scottish judges under Scottish law. sanctions will end 

'"BTIt more y than that, the U.S. has given up on sanc- 
tions and the legal route in general. From now on, 
says National Security Adviser Sandy Berger, unilat- 
eral U.S. retaliation with bombs and missiles will be 
"the long-term fundamental way in which the U.S. 
intends to combat the forces of terror. Whether they 
know who did it or not. It's more satisfying emotion- 
ally: blowing things up makes it look like something 
is being achieved. It also makes a bigger splash in 
domestic politics, as President Clinton was quick to 
note. So the tit-for-tat violence will continue and 
escalate until some U.S. blunder that kills a lot of 
innocent foreigners, or some huge terrorist success 
like Lockerbie, forces another change of the policy 
and we come full circle. , _ _ „ _ 

Meanwhile, what of Lockerbie itself? It Qadhafi 
hands over the suspects, the trial will take up to a year 
— and then they will probably get off. As Prof. Mike 
McConville of Warwick University’s law school puts 
it: "The prosecution task is nor impossible but it is 
still going to be formidable. The evidence. ..would 
have to be stronger than the material which has so far 
come into the public domain if there were to be con- 
victions." 

Tn fact, given that this is a Scottish court, the likeli- 
est verdict is neither ‘guilty’ nor ‘innocent’, but just 
‘not proven.’ 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent jour- 
nalist and historian whose articles are published in 
45 countries. 


Rami Khouri is away ort holiday 
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Only by peaceful means 


To the editor 
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THE RESPONSE by ‘Inad Khairallah to Bala Lemak's letter is titled “It’s not that 
simple." Perhaps it is. The tone of the response is that, if terrorism is not acceptable, 
it is understandable. I am an American. However, I do not make any allowance for 
Jewish terrorism, Muslim terrorism, nor Christian or any other terrorism in the name 
of a religion or any cause whatsoever. I know they both are very much a part of the 
Middle East problem. The tendency of Muslims to resort to terrorism to gain atten- 
tion to their plight will always get attention but will never gain them their human 
rights. One movement in the U.S. has a modicum of success because of a concept of 
non-violent protest. The blacks in the U.S. began to move out of their condition of 
second class citizenship when they took up the fight in non-violent fashion. 
Palestinians began their move toward world recognition of their political agenda when 
they took a policy to shed the terrorist label. Jews had to shake off the effects of their 
terrorist activities before the state of Israel was proclaimed. Jewish terrorists became 
prime ministers of the state of Israel. God forbid that Muslim terrorists should 
become prime minister or president of Palestine or any other Middle East state. 

There is a very great difference between executing a terrorist and killing innocent 
people to get attention, however just the cause. Yes, get the attention of the American 
people, the people of the world. Get it in the press. Get it through the ballot box. Get 
it by political activity. Get it by appeal to what is right. Enough people understand 
that to get results. 1716 results are coming. The Internet is the medium to be used to 
lead the fight. But the fight is being felt in words and deeds, not terrorism and irra- 
tional "religious" holy wars. Mr./Ms. Khairallah. if you “...cannot agree more...” chat 
Wrong is Wrong, drop the apology for terrorism. 


Frank Goodman, 
USA 


The world’s worst terrorists are based 


in Washington 


By John Pilger 


BY KNOWINGLY killing innocent peo- 
ple, for political ends. President Bill 
Clinton is a terrorist. By supporting his 
action, the prime minister of Britain. Tony 
Blair is an accomplice. The dictionary’ 
meaning of terrorism allows no other 
interpretation: the rest is wilful obfusca- 
tion, or propaganda. What matters now is 
our informed reaction. 

We have been through this many times 
before, with the lies echoed predictably 
from Downing Street. In 1986. there was 
the “evil” Colonel Qadhafi. whose country 
President Ronald Reagan bombed from 
bases in Britain, killing mostly women and 
children, including Qadhafi - s 16- month- 
old daughter. 

In 1990. there was the “evil" General 
Noriega, said to be a dangerous drugs traf- 
ficker, whose capture by U.S. Marines 
required a full-scale invasion of his coun- 
try and the deaih by bombing of at least 
2.000 Panamanians, mainly the poorest of 
the poor in their barrios. Noriega and 
drugs had precious little to do with it. The 
aim was to put Panama, its canal and its 
U.S. base under direct American sover- 
eignty. managed by other Noriegas. 

In the same year, there was "the truly 
evil" Saddam Hussein, another one of 
Bush's and Reagan’s old pals, whose 
regime they had armed and backed (along 
with Margaret Thatcher, who sent most of 
her cabinet to Baghdad as supplicants or 
arms salesmen). Saddam's use of 
American and British weapons in his 
attack on the “evil” mullahs in Iran in 
I9S0 was perfectly acceptable. A million 
people died in that “forgotten” war, and 
the American and British arms industries 


never looked back. 

Alas. Saddam, the nominal victor: then 
attacked the wrong country. Kuwait, which 
is effectively an Anglo-American oil pro- 
tectorate. He was clearly unreliable: “an 
uppity bastard.” as one Slate Department 
briefer described him more in sorrow than 
anger. Punishing the uppity bastard cost as 
many us 200.000 Iraqi lives, according to a 
study by the Medical Educational Trust. 
These were ordinary Iraqis who died dur- 
ing and immediately after a period of mil- 
itary and economic carnage whose true 
scale has never been appreciated outside 
the Middle East. 

This old fashioned colonial massacre 
was called the Gulf war. The dead includ- 
ed thousands of Kurdish and Shia people 
who were Saddam*s bitter opponents and 
whom Bush had called upon to rise up 
against their oppressor. Long after it was 
over. New York Newsday revealed, from 
official sources, that three brigades of the 
U.S. 1st Mechanised Infantry Division — 
“The Big Red One - ’ — had used snow- 
ploughs mounted on tanks to bury alive 
Iraqi conscripts in more than 70 miles of 
trenches. A brigade commander said, “For 
all 1 know, we could have killed thou- 
sands.” 

This was a war crime. 

The following year. Bush attacked 
Somalia in what was called a “humanitari- 
an intervention.” He was in the midst of 
his reelection campaign. Bush said (he 
Marines were doing “God’s work... saving 
thousands of innocents.” Like his moralis- 
ing over the Gulf war. this was generally 
accepted by the British media, with hon- 
ourable exceptions. 

American television crews were waiting 
as the Marines landed in a beautiful 


African pre-dawn: “prime time” at home. 
From the Somalian side there was perpetu- 
al darkness: “chaos” and tribalism and 
“warlords." When the American warlords 
had completed their adventure in Somalia 
and taken the media home with them, the 
story died, as we say. According to CIA 
estimates, the Marines had left between 
7.0UU and 10.000 Somalis dead. This was 
not news. 

Soon after he was elected in 1992. 
Clinton attacked Baghdad with 23 Cruise 
missiles. These destroyed a residential 
area, killing, once again, mostly women 
and children, including Iraq's most distin- 
guished artist, Leila AI Attar. 

Interviewed on his way to church with 
his wife. Clinton said. “I feel quite good 
about this, and I think the American people 
feel quite good about it.” The pretext for 
the attack was an Iraqi "plot” to kill 
George Bush on a visit (o Kuwait. There 
was no hard evidence and the plot story is 
now widely regarded as fake. 

Two years ago. Clinton attacked Iraq 
again, this time insisting that he was 
“defending" Kurds against Saddam 
Hussein, who “must pay the price." Once 
again civilians — television's unpeople. I 
call them — paid the price. 

Earlier this year. Clinton very nearly 
attacked again. Virtually the same footage 
of missiles looking sleek against the dawn 
light, courtesy of the Pentagon, appeared 
on British television. What stopped him? 

Like spontaneous combustion, public 
opinion oil over the world raised its voice. 
The cameras had also shown glimpses of 
Iraq’s silent holocaust, the consequences 
of the imposition of “economic sanctions" 
by the United Stales and Britain (under the 
usual U.N. flag of convenience) against 


the Iraqi civilian population, notably its 
children. 

Tony Blair said he wept for the children 
who were killed in Omagh by a terrorist 
act; but he is silent on the children who die 
in Iraq as a result of one of the most endur- 
ing terrorist acts of the late 20th century, 
conducted largely by his government and 
its principal ally. 

According to the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation and the World Health 
Organisation, both U.N. agencies, more 
than half a million children have died as a 
direct result of sanctions. Other sources 
put the figure at over a million. Baby food 
and enriched powdered milk are blockad- 
ed. along with vital hospital equipment: 
stethoscopes. X-ray machines, medical 
swabs, scanners and water-purifiers. 

As for the news of Clinton’s latest attack, 
the surreal stereotypes are back on parade: 
the flag burning, embassy-storming, 
bearded, wild men of Islam “the enemy 
of the future.” says Washington. Forget 
that not only have Muslims been responsi- 
ble For a tiny proportion of deaths caused 
by terrorism, but in recent years it is they 
who have been the greatest sufferers from 
state terrorism. The limbs found lying in 
the rubble in Khartoum and Afghanistan 
are theirs; the terrible burns shown fleel- 
mgly on TV are theirs. 

All, of course, are unpeople: the victims 
oi an unerring pattern of ruthless. lawless 
terrorism, imperialist by nature and infi- 
nitely greater than that of any Islamic or 
nsh group. It is time to stop sniggering at 
me distractions of this rampant power and 

to recognise the truth about it and to speak 
out. r 


Chris'* 












Ri l*an !\:ini*.-r 




?«!)!• 

T- .z 
-'in L-:;‘ 
.- 5 ;.,.^ ., 

« f. -:;,r 
■.■tv:-., 1 ,, 
‘w'.ir.;;. 
’■Vil-,.. 

" :r. >r.. 


- 1 " , 1 ; 

' ii—.- 


■ - r ‘ 

: Mr,. ;• 

soriifij.j. ...” j y 


'■M ?i • ■; ■«*- . ~. 

i.- u\" " ■ • iv: 

r*"-:-:: "pV 

■ ■ rji.c 

■ ’’•■'•‘Oil • L:i 

s: 


"ita. " • . - 

N'C;? ■■=■■■.■ 

In ...i I* ■ i 



— The fndepende nl 








Features 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, September 1, 1998 


ainsi Briiyj n a . 

:ed ignore * ,he ! 

nines v 0ied . *ir ■ 
ess the U \ c '’*p 

e NHhBi.ni'S* 

sancii,, n , 

' IJl en«j 

ms giver, up v 

? eraI - From „*> • 
Sanav Ber—r . . ,,r ‘ . 
s and mis*,!*; ! 

v ,n which j. 1 *: 
terror. ” W h ; h , * v ; 
re satisfying fn . ; 

it look lik*\, 

es a bigger 
Clinton v.^ % . ,fr 

« will con=, ::u ; ki " 
ler that kili, . 
huge terr. irsvi „ J ‘ n| 
^ange o; u lc 

hie itself.* | ; r, H , 

.1 Will 

get off. As F r ..: '\u 
rstty's hm ^.w 

31 lmposSiNc n.ji . ' 

The evidti^r 
tterial which h—'.!,. 

' there were i-. h,*" ' Jr 

• - -ur,. 

ottish cour;. the 1 , 1 ^ 
tor 'innocent', hu;^, 


ed indepe . 
: cles lire n;.fv • 

a in 

iy : <m holiday 




mm- 

■ 

iskv. ' 


leans 


ier is titled 

- •: Tji 

itorism is n . ■ 

. . 1 

make sn> 


ier terror. 

: - r . jfe 

» very much - 

■ 'nr 

0 terrorise: :■ . 

.. ' .vrr- 

r gain ther ■ 

. ’ '.Ton 

s because ■: • .. . 

‘ . :T ,; 

out of thei: 

. \ ■*. 

in non-\ v . 

■_ rvS 

teir political 

Trn 

tke off the . : 

• ’ Ti l 

Jewish ier-. * • 


Muslim ter 

■ ”l. *,.iU 

r Middle E-* ■ 


rorisi and t. ’ 


attention 0 : .. ■ 

-1 • ■; - . J 

rough the b- • 

-• • f.-w. 

nough peor . 

■\.% r "- 1 

the mediuir * 

-v ^ 

is, not terv: - ' 


lannot agree • 



Frank :..o»dnufc 


based 


» Jiilj" 5 

■ jnif' 

,.jen* r 

- ueniuf 1 ; 

■in** 

hk-uWJ 

\ v iw* 
|i?j >'■ 

m? !, x ; 
■ 

Pull'*** 

* Fl i- 

, 


Turks find hub of Byzantine rule 

The unearthing in Istanbul of a magnificent 1,600-year-old palace 
may unravel many mysteries of a vast empire which became a 

byword for intrigue and treachery 


By Christ Morris 

TURKISH ARCHAEOLOGISTS in Istan- 
bul believe they have discovered a long-lost 
part of history the Grand Palace of the 
Byzantine Empire which ruled much of the 
known world for more than a thousand 
years. 

The significance of the dig — which is 
within sight of the famed Aya Sofya, in the 
city's historic Sultanahmet district — was 
revealed after months of secret excavation 
and restoration. 

“We began excavations in late 1997 and 
finished this phase in the middle of last 
month,” said A I pay Pasinli. the director of 
Istanbul's Museum of Archaeology. “We 
have a lot more work to do.” 

Local residents had thought the small 
construction site, which is visible at street 
level, was being used to repair a canal sys- 
tem. 

“It is a great discovery," said Ekrem 
Akurgul, a professor of archaeology. “It 
gives us another unique site in the heart of 
the city.” 

The archaeological team believe they may 


have found the palace archive where hand- 
written documents and icons were stored. 
They have also discovered vaulted corri- 
dors, a series of magnificent frescoes, and 
later additions to the palace made during 
the Ottoman era. 

“The entrance is a lovelv example of 
Ottoman architecture,” Mr. Pasinli said. “A 
narrow' aisle then leads into the Byzantine 
section, where the walls are covered with 
coloured frescoes.” 

The frescoes show vegetables and floral 
patterns in vivid greens, reds and yellows. 
Experts describe them as masterpieces in 
technique and use of material. 

The small portion of the palace excavated 
so far apparently dales from the 9th centu- 
ry, but construction is thought to have start- 
ed 500 years earlier, when Emperor Con- 
stantine the Great inaugurated the new cap- 
ital of the Roman Empire in AD 330. 

For more than 1,000 years, Constantino- 
ple was one of the most powerful cities in 
the world. The seat of early Christianity, it 
was also decorated with classical monu- 
ments from across the region. 

Historians believe the palace complex 


once covered a huge triangular area, 
stretching from the square next to Aya 
Sofya to the shores of the Sea of Marmara. 
It contained churches, gardens and ceremo- 
nial rooms, now buried beneath a bustling 
20th century metropolis. 

“Thousands of amazing sites are waiting 
to be discovered underneath the modem 
city,” said Semavi Eyice, an expert in 
Byzantine history. “We never know exactly 
what will turn up next” 

Some archaeologists complain it is too 
difficult for them to excavate properly in 
the centre of Istanbul, because of over- 
crowding and the presence of restricted 
military sites. “I'm glad they took this 
opportunity quickly when it came up.” said 
one expert. 

Critics of the way the modem city has 
been planned believe that ancient sites 
could be given much greater prominence, 
allowing Istanbul to compete with cities 
like Rome as important archaeological cen- 
tres. 

The rediscovered palace was at the heart 
of a flourishing empire for hundreds of 
years, but in the 1 1th century people began 


to leave for security reasons. After Con- 
stantinople was sacked by the Fourth Cru- 
sade in 1204, the palace fell into disrepair. 
Constantinople was finally conquered by 
the Ottoman Turks in 1453, when it was 
renamed Istanbul. 

Although it is too soon for visitors to be 
allowed access to the new excavations, city 
officials are already relishing the prospect 
of a boom in tourism if Istanbul adds anoth- 
er attraction to its current display of histor- 
ical sites. That would be good news for 
Turkey’s tourism industry, which is experi- 
encing a bad year, with the number of visi- 
tors to Istanbul falling dramatically. 

The archaeological team expect to find 
more hidden in intricate layers beneath the 
surface. Experts knew that the Grand 
Palace had once existed, but they were not 
able to begin excavations for many years, 
because a prison had occupied the site. 

The site may help unravel many of the 
mysteries of a vast empire, which has 
become a modem byword for intrigue and 
double-dealing. 

— The Guardian 



One of many Byzantine churches in Turkey. 
The recent find may reveal much that is still 
unknown about that era (file photo) 






Mr. Handyside makes a new 

greenhouse 


By Dan Palmer 

LONDON — Your toilet may soon 
have a closer relationship with 
your home's rain gutter by using 
collected rainwater to flush, in an 
effort to become more environmen- 
tally friendly. 

Your walls may also soon be 
insulated with wool, flax, or recy- 
cled newsprint which take less 
energy. to manufacture. 

In other words, the word “green- 
house” may become a term not just 
left to gardeners who enjoy grow- 
ing plants indoors. 

A tour through a new building 
centre in London called Construc- 
tions Resources shows how parts 
of your home could look, using 
environmentally friendly construc- 
tion materials. 

For instance, the roof of one of 
these environmentally friendly 
homes would resemble the solar 
panels of a satellite. The panels 
would be used to generate hot 
water by storing the energy cylin- 
ders used to heat the water. 

Unfortunately, the panels would 
not be used to generate electricity, 
since the technology is not eco- 
nomically viable for a company to 
produce them just yet. But Con- 
struction Resources hopes that 
eventually will change. 

Outside walls would be built of a 
Swiss system made of lower grade, 
often discarded, wood that is made 
of cross-glued boards to provide 
strength. 

The bolJow blocks resemble Lego 
and connect accordingly. In the 
cavities of the blocks, electrical 
wires, insulation and plumbing are 
placed. The benefit is that less lum- 


ber is wasted and more trees are 
left' in the forest. 

On the inside of the “green- 
house.” Danish lighting fixtures 
would come on automatically to 
save electricity. Inside walls would! 
have alternative coverings that use 
less energy to manufacture, such as 
sticks that resemble woven bamboo 
shoots or unfired clay bricks made 
out of wood chips, straw, or flax 
that look like little bales of hay, 
which are just as strong and fire- 
resistant as clay-fired bricks. 

Although similar building centres 
exist in Germany, and Denmark, 
this is the first of its kind for 
Britain, explains Richard Handy- 
side. managing director and 
founder. 

He adds that the company is also 
unique for Europe in the sense that 
it is the first to combine the “know- 
how” with the products it sells in 
the form of training seminars. 

Handyside, a former book pub- 
lisher and later software company 
owner, says he has no formal train- 
ing in either building design or 
environmental engineering, but has 
had an affection for both subjects 
since he was a student at Cam- 
bridge where he graduated in eco- 
nomics and sociology. 

But it was not until five years ago 
that the 55-year-old began to turn 
this interest into a business to help 
the environment. He had first tried 
some environmental tinkering of 
his own, using wind to generate 
electricity at a cottage he once 
owned in Wales. 

Now he has six architects and 
engineers who are product special- 
ists at Construction Resources. 
They can tell consumers every- 


The friendly way to live 


Solar energy for water 
heating 

Insulation made of 
wool 

Swiss eco block wall 

Double or triple glazed 
ridows 



matte Danish lights 


f Anatomy of an enviromentaify friendly home showing 
how 'green' construction materials work together 


thing about natural paints to insu- 
lation. 

This new business, explains 
Handyside. is not trying to “cash 
in” on the last decade of growth in 
environmentally friendly and green 
products to make a quick profit by 
slapping an environmentally 
friendly label on it. 

The company looks at all its 
material from start to finish to see 
how much energy it takes to pro- 
duce to how quickly it will take to 
bio-degrade. “We're in it for the 
long-term basis.” says Handyside. 

The seminars are also part of 
Construction Resources plan to go 
the long haul. 

For instance, contractors or mem- 
bers of the public can sign-up for a 
one-day seminar for £20 that 
explain the benefits of a home 
water collection system, which 
funnels rain water from roof gut- 
ters into a holding tank. The col- 
lected water can be used for toilet 
flushing to minimise water con- 
sumption from other sources by up 
to 50 per cent. 

Other one day seminars include 
demonstrations of how. to use the 
natural-based paints, while others 
show the techniques to install insu- 
lation properly. 

Eventually, Handyside says be 
wants to see Construction 

Resources become involved in the 
training of architects and trades 
people either by producing manu- 
als for existing courses or by creat- 
ing new ones that are accredited. 

Andy Wilson, a researcher for the 
British-based Union of Construc- 
tion Allied Trades and Technicians, 
which represents carpenters, 

painters and workers who would be 
using these types of products, says 
Construction Resources is an inter- 
esting initiative and that the union 
would have no problem supporting 
it. 

But Wilson explains that price 
would be a major factor in influ- 
encing trades people to use these 
environmen tally-friendly products 
on a job site. “Cost is everything ” 
he says, “the lowest price is what 
wins the tender” 

For instance, a square metre of 
conventional insulation made of 
fibre glass costs about £1.80 
whereas Construction Resources 
flax insulation costs about £6.95 
for a square metre. 

Construction Resources natural 
paints, which are linseed oil based 
and have colour pigment added to 
them just before use, cost about 
£22.00 for five litres whereas con- 
ventional paints are about £15.00 
for the same. 

Handyside says that it will take a 
long time for the industry to react, 
but*" public pressure for environ- 
mentally friendly products will 
eventually change it. 

“It's a long slow gradual 
process.” says Handyside, “but 
gradual is the key word.” 


— Gemini News 


Race to save the beach of turtles 


By Zadie Neufviile 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE trying to save a nesting 
beach used by sea turtles that has been sold to developers 
by the Mexican government, despite federal regulations 
intended to protect the area. 

The isolated beach of X’cacel. on the east coast of Quin- 
tana Roo, was divided and sold to two companies earlier 
this year. 

The beach is said to be the largest reservoir of genetic 
diversity in green and loggerhead sea turtles in the Atlantic. 

Spanish and Mexican campaigners need $1 1 million to 
buy 45 hectares sold to Melina, a hotel group which has 
offered to sell to the environmentalists. Another 48 
hectares was sold to Mauro Gonzales, head of Gozumel 
Ga-sol, who bought the land for about $2.25 million. 

Early attempts to stop the sale failed when a petition by 
an ecology group submitted in 1994 for scientific expip- _ 
ration and preservation of X’cacel was turned down this 
year just before the land was sold. 

- Now, because of federal regulations protecting turtles, 
the local governor, Perez Erales, declared a portion of 
X’cacel a state turtle reserve. Mary Louise Whitlow, an 
activist from the United States who has also worked with 
Greenpeace Mexico, says this was a move to cover the 
sales. 

The area extends 100 metres, from the water-line, an 
amount Whitlow says biologists have described as Band- 
Aid. 

For years biologists and environmentalists turned have 
been watching the beaches at night to protect turtle eggs 
from poachers. They say the governor’s gesture is a piece 
of worthless public relations. 

Other areas near X’cacel were sold despite the federal 
protection ordinance that gives environmentalists first 
refusal if the land is sold. They were never given that 
chance. 

Whitlow said people are still unsure of how much of the 
land has been sold and to whom. The Quintana Roo gov- 
ernment has been tight-lipped about the sale because areas 


under development are pan of Mexico's newest tourist 
attraction, Mayan Riviera. 

While the Quintana Roo government shuts its ears, 
activists have taken the call to save the turtles world-wide. 
They want to hit at the root cause: Tourism. 

“A travel agent petition is going around and a petition for 
the general public is being prepared now,” Whitlow said. 

Protests are also being planned in the U.S. cities of Dal- 
las, Houston. San Antonio, and Los Angeles: Mexico City, 
Mexico; Spain and Colombia. 

The beach’s possible destruction is one of the most 
urgent conservation crises in the world for sea turtles, says 
marine biologist Brian Bowen of the University of Florida, 
who has studied the X'cacel turtles. 

“If the nesting ground is eliminated, 20 per cent of the 
genetic diversity in Atlantic loggerhead turtles and 22 per 
cent of the genetic diversity in Atlantic green turtles will be 
Jos( forever,” he said. 

Brown believes turtle- watching, bound to become part of 
the tQurisf .activities, will destroy the habitat. Bright lights 
discourage' female turtles and disorient hatchlings. 

Bowen recalls that a Malaysian beach that was once 
home to 1,000 turtles a season is now down to one or two. 
They were frightened away by tourists. 

X’cacel (pronounced isk-ka-sel) is also believed to be the 
most important nesting ground in the Caribbean and 
Atlantic. 

Since only one in every 100 turtle hatchlings survive to 
reach adulthood and return to their birthplace to reproduce, 
the increase from 270 nests in 1987 to 536 in 1995 con- 
vinced scientists of X'cacel’s importance. 

Now a slow death could face the green and loggerhead 
turtles that depend on the solitude of the beach for repro- 
duction. 

— Gemini News 


Zadie Neufviile is a writer and a freelance journalist who 
has worked in Britain. Holland and Jamaica. 


Where they serve a condom 
with the coffee 

With Vietnam's HIV rate becoming the fastest growing in the region 
Hanoi has been forced to put aside old objections and tackle the problem 
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By Andrew Perrin 

IT COULD have been a mother’s meeting anywhere in the 
world. A group of seven women, accompanied by their young 
children, sitting around a table discussing work. 

But what is different is these woman are all prostitutes talk- 
ing about AIDS and HIV, one of the dangers of their profes- 
sion. 

They are from the notorious Thu-Doc district in Ho Chi 
Minh City, and nearly all have been in jail during the past 10 
years for soliciting and carrying condoms. In the communist 
world of Vietnam that was as illegal as selling sex. Times have 
changed 

The fortnightly HTV awareness meeting die women now 
attend has the support of the authorities that once imprisoned 
them. The distribution of condoms dial occurs at the end of 
each session is encouraged. 

“We are still scared of arrest for selling flower (sex),” says 
one of the women. “But not scared of having condoms in 
house.” 

Support of condom use is evidence of a government trying 
to come to terms with a disease that for so long it preferred to 
ignore. 

Although the first documented cases were not recorded until 
1990 — several years later than the rest of Asia — World 
Health Organisation (WHO) figures show Vietnam to have the 
fastest growing HTV and AIDS epidemics in the region. 

About 75,000 people are now believed to be infected with 
HTV in Vietnam — a figure expected.® top 300,000 by the 
year 2000. 

The infection rate is spreading beyond the high risk groups 
of drug addicts and sex workers and into the wider communi- 
ty. Promiscuity is rampant in a country where more than half 
of the country's 64 million people are under 30 years old. 

In an attempt to slow the epidemic and increase awareness, 
die government has increased the budget for its AIDS aware- 
ness campaign from $50,000 in 1992 to $5 million this year. . 

It has also allowed international aid organisations to set up 
needle^exchange programmes for drug users, condom distrib- 


ution centres for prostitutes, and even trendy cafes in the 
youth-dominated cities of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh. Coffees 
are served with a condom and a safe sex booklet. 

“Vietnam knows it is facing a crisis.” said Dr. Laurent 
Zessler, country programme adviser for UNAIDS. 

“The government has seen what happened in Thailand and 
is aware that the cost of an AIDS epidemic will run into bil- 
lions of dollars each year and so they have had to admit to 
problems, or social evils as they call them, that previously they 
refused to acknowledge existed." 

This year, a 32-part soap opera series was screened on 
national television. The plot revolved around a Vietnamese 
family which had one member infected by HIV. 

The changes in sexual practice have also been dramatic. In 
1993, DKTInternational. a social marketing company and the 
largest condom suppliers in Vietnam, sold 3.5 million packets 
of condoms. In 1995. they sold 21 million. They expect the 
figure to reach 42 million this year, providing the makers of its 
two best-selling brands can keep up with demand. 

Despite the social upheavals of the past few years, Vietnam 
remains fiercely protective of its patriarchal society. A recent 
survey of rural women found that 100 per cent admitted their 
husbands made all decisions on when to have sex and what 
protection, if any, to use. 

The accepted practice of Vietnamese men having more than 
one sexual partner is also proving a stubborn thorn in the side 
of AIDS educators, making the world’s oldest profession even 
more risky. 

“Many men come to me and ask to have sex without con- 
dom,” said one Thu-Doc prostitute. “They say they pay me 
more for flower without condom. I'm very poor. I cannot say 
no. 

— Gemini News 

Andrew Perrin is ati Australian freelance journalist who cov- 
ers South-East Asia. He was a journalist for the Sydney Morn- 
ing Herald, where he received a WaUdey Award, Australian 
journalism's highest honour, for his investigative work. 
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Face-lift at Amman bourse 
looks set to boost trading 


Jordan’s oldest cigarette firm seeks 
approval for voluntary liquidation 


By Peter King 
Agence France Presse 


AMMAN — A package of 
new regulations for Jordan's 
stock market coupled with 
the complete automation of 
the bourse by the end of the 
year look set to lift a sluggish 


emerging market and raise its 


world profile. 

New rules to regulate the 
disclosure of company infor- 
mation which come into 
effect Tuesday could triple 
turnover on the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
which currently averages as 
little as $2 million to S3 mil- 
lion a day. said Finance Min- 
ister Michel Mano. 

‘To have disclosure on 
international standards of 
accounting and auditing — 
this is what will build the 
market, get more people 
involved” said Marto, for- 
mer chairman of the Jordan 
Securities Commission 
which was set up a year ago 
to regulate and temporarily 
run the 20-year-old AFM. 

He told AFP the regula- 
tions. which require compa- 
nies listed on the AFM to 
supply company information 
every three months, “wiU 


give the market a solid foun- 
dation in transparency” 
which will ‘Increase confi- 
dence and encourage expan- 
sion and growth." 

Comprehensive regulations 
on insider-trading and the 
behaviour of stockbrokers 
and financial services com- 
panies are also expected 
soon. 

“We don’t intend to leave 
open regulatory loopholes — 
we intend Jordan to be per- 
ceived as a fully and properly 
regulated marketplace." 
Marto said. Meanwhile, 
plans to begin converting the 
trading system, currently 
based on open outcry, to a 
fully electronic system based 
on the Paris Bourse and fund- 
ed by the French government 
have been delayed from their 
proposed start date of Sep- 
tember. 

But the former bourse 
director insisted that automa- 
tion of trading in some shares 
which he hopes will ‘facili- 
tate foreign capital inflows” 
would begin by October, sug- 
gesting that broker training 
which has been underway 
since early this year had 
delayed the process. 

“The change is not easy." 


he said. “It's like going from 
riding a camel to driving a 
car.” 

Indeed, some brokers 
remain opposed to the 
change, predicting that the 
new technology will intimi- 
date local investors who have 
already been put off trading 
in recent months due to high 
interest rates. 

Neither does deputy gener- 
al manager of Pearl Consult- 
ing in Amman. Mohammad 
Abdallah, share Matte's opti- 
mism about the new changes 
at the AFM. 

“Simply changing the work 
environment will not affect 
the market.” said Abdallah 
who blames a general depres- 
sion in prices and trading vol- 
umes on still potentially 
explosive situations to the 
east in Iraq and to the west 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. 

“If you don't change the 
political and economic envi- 
ronment. nothing you do will 
have much effect.” he said. 

Mano acknowledged the 
imperfect regional conditions 
but insisted that the coining 
changes, including the deliv- 
ery of the market to the pri- 
vate sector “a few months 


from now," would draw more 
foreign investors. 

International awareness 
and interest in the AFM grew 
last year following the lifting 
of a 50 per cent ceiling on 
foreign ownership of Jordan- 
ian enterprises and the issue 
of Jordan's first Global 
Depository Receipt issued in 
London by the Arab Potash 
Company. Foreign invest- 
ment has risen to 43 per cent 
of market capitalisation (3.5 
per cent of which was from 
non-Arabs) from 36 per cent 
this time last year (just one 
per cent of which came from 
□on- Arabs). Marto said. 

Marto also sees the immi- 
nent privatisation of state- 
owned companies such as 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Company and Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
as “bringing further strength 
and much needed depth” to a 
market dominated by a single 
heavyweight player. 

Almost half the AFM’s 
S6.1 billion market capitali- 
sation is located in the shares 
of blue chip Arab Bank PLC. 
which is showing increasing 
command over an otherwise 
sluggish market. 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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BAGHDAD (R) — An 
Iraqi newspaper has said 
Baghdad is to make tax cuts 
to curb stagnation resulting 
from the U.N. embargo. 

‘Taxes on different sec- 
tors of society are to be 
revised to make them fairer 
in the tight of economic 
indicators affected by the 
unjust embargo'*. A1 
Musawir A1 Arabi, a week- 
ly newspaper quoted Direc- 
tor General of the General 
Taxation Committee 
Abdulla Mahmoud Amin as 
saying. . _ 

. Amin said one indicator 
running high is inflation but 
he gave no figures/ 

The new measures would 
allow businessmen, 

investors and others to 
expand and develop their 
activities. Amin said. 


AMMAN — The Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Company (JTCC) has called 
for an extraordinary meeting 
of its general assembly on 
SepL 15 ro approve plans to 
voluntarily liquidate the 
debt-riddled firm, officials 
and lawyers said 
Loay Musmar, comptroller 
of companies at the Ministry 
of Industry. Trade and Sup- 
ply, told the Jordan Times 
Monday JTCC had asked 
for such a meeting to discuss 
a decision by its board of 
directors to voluntarily liqui- 
date Jordan's oldest cigarette 
manufacturer. 

Musmar said the govern- 
ment does not mind holding 
such a meeting which is 
scheduled for the Sept. 15. 

However, workers at the 
JTCC went on strike yester- 
day for two hours because 
the company did not pay 
their dues for three month- 
overtime work, their salaries 
for August and their fund 
interests which was due in 
June. 

Labour Minister Mahdi 
Farhan said the government 
supports the workers and 
will seek all means to ensure 
they get their payments. 

“The JTCC committed 
itself in a letter displayed on 
the company's advertise- 
ment board to pay ail dues to 
workers before the end of 
July.” said Hassan Awad, 
head of the Union of Work- 
ers in Food and Industry 
(UWFI). 

“The union supports the 
workers in their demands. 
Schools are opening its 
doors nowadays and workers 
need to furnish their chil- 
dren's basic expenses,” said 
Fathalla Omrani. deputy 
head of UWFI . 

Ali Saad. the JTTC’s chair- 
man was not available to 
comment on the issue. 

. The company’s sales were . 
hard hit by the entry of three 
cigarette manufacturers over 
the last three years after 
enjoying decades of monop- 
oly and state protectionism. 

Musmar said contacts were 
underway between the com- 
pany and its creditors — the 


Jordan Investment Corpora- 
tion. the government's 
investment arm; the Arab 
Bank and others to try and 
settle outstanding debts. 

The company has refused 
to detail its overall debts. 

The Court of Appeal last 


week overruled a Court of 
First Instance ruling appoint- 
ing a caretaker to manage the 
JTCC after the Arab Bank 
sued the company for 
defaulting "on its JD5.5 mil- 
lion debt to the bank. 

JTCC was established in 


1931 and has 400 employees 
on its payroll. It produces dif- 
ferent brands of cigarettes 
including Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia Express. Gold 
Star, Top Twenty, Kamal, 
Reem International, Camel, 
Gold Coast and Aspen. 
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The Business of Information 


US DoBar 
DE Marie 
GB Starting 
CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA DoBar 
rrura 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


r Currencies & Cross Rates Prices 

I 1.7647 0.5977 1.4470 141.20 14692 

0.6667 - 0.3383 0.8205 80.01 04844 

1.6732 24520 - 2.4213 238.08 24089 

0.6911 121.80 0.4125 - 97.54 1.0786 

04071 1.2491 0.4232 1.0243 - 1.1042 

04414 1.1323 04835 04304 1.10 

04006 14114 04425 04829 123648 04941 

04025 88.64 04990 72.65 7044 0.7830 

0.1692 02982 0.1010 244546 2348 04840 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency USD 
US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 14104 
Saudi Riyal 04686 
Bahrain Dinar 245 
Qatar Dinar 04747 
Kuwait Dinar 34701 
Emirates Dinar 04723 
Lebanese/1000 048 
Eavotian 04940 
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0.1948 1.0303 14303 

24185 124646 14328 
0.1930 14212 0.1026 

04672 24715 04484 

04085 1.1028 0.1108 


34728 151740 34010 1 
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9.74 402540 94212 
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1241 496249 04343 

413.17 04280 
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14709 440.19 


Oils: Last 

Brent 040 

revtoii! 

0.00 
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Bonny 040 
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13040 


Currency 
SA Riyal 

USD 

04666 

AE Dirham 

04723 

KW Dinar 

34701 

BH Dinar 

04770 

CY Pound 

1.9232 


04706 0.15952 048612 37.669 


2.7824 271476 


Metal Prices 
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4.72 
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358 
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Main Equity Indices 
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Bourae 

NewYoric 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


index 

DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE100 
NUKK1E22S 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value 

79504 

1007.75 

52494 

1410749 

3858.11 

483349 


Cbng 

%ChlW 

-101.18 

•148 

-1949 

-149 

-119.1 

-242 

19246 

148 

■5048 

-147 

-169.65 

-34 


IS 

-6- 

... - 1- 

Months 


G4938 

54313 

74742 

74750 

04367 

0.6367 

34938 

3.6563 

1.6963 

14164 

34938 

34875 

4.7411 



. ■ j'a 

Low- 

PrCfs 

753345 

8051.68 

100743 

10Z7.14 

8108.7 

5388.6 

138454 

13816.6 

3626.02 

370847 

48214 

499344 


St AH&jseiH SooeFy. 



Hole! Inter-Continental Jordan's environment committee organ- 
ised the second cleanup in the area around the Hotel. Manage- 
ment & staff members participated in the cleanup. 

Part of the Hotel's commitment to keep this beautiful country 
clean, and to keep the staff informed and aware of the environ- 
mental issues and methods of protecting the environment, u 
cleanup spree will take place more frequently and environmen- 
tal training classes will be held for the staff. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WiBlams 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF a By Glasbergen 


ACROSS 
1 Poet Van Duyn 
5 Fit for 
cultivation 

11 Inc. in the U.K. 

14 imitated 

15 Peninsula near 
Singapore 

16 Vein to mine 

17 Give up In the 
ring 

20 GolMiole 
starling point 

21 Gold bars, e.g. 

22 Roosevelt coin 

23 Wallach of The 
Magnificent 
Seven" 

24 Playthings 

25 North Dakota 
dty 

26 Commutes 

28 Roofing piece 

30 Sauciness 

31 More nimble 

34 Greensward 

35 Fake a loss in 
the ring 

38 ID's on jerseys 

41 Coded 
message 

42 Recount 

46 Corsage 

flowers 

48 One Osmond 

49 Bogged down 

50 Tableland 

53 Ms. Gardner 

54 Freshly 

55 Unruly mob 
member 

57 Misdeed 

59 Out on the 
canvas in the 
ring 

61 Hot diamonds 

62 Entity's 
manifestation 

63 Jason's ship 

64 S-due mail 

65 Mortise 
insertions 

66 Actress Harper 
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Andy Capp 


By John Wotting 
Vancouver, B.C. 


DOWN 

1 Has 
significance 

2 Laertes’ sister 

3 Sea nymphs 

4 Bother 


5 With 36D, a 

bufl ding-block 

Of life 

6 Long and lean 

7 Countertenors 

8 Thai currency 

9 Caustic 
solutions 

10 End hunger 

11 Cattle calls 

12 V& rating effect 

13 Removed from 
text 

16 Sound mental 
faculties 
19 Chief Norse 
god 

25 Long-range 
rocket abbr. 

27 Founded: abbr. 

28 Faction 

29 Estate recipient 

31 Squeal to a halt 

32 invigorates 

33 Bleacher 
bleat 

36 See 5D 

37 Schedule info 

38 Perennially 

wandering 
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If my husband ever finds himself 

. ♦u Ct f d t0 a y° un 9 er woman, 
want that younger woman to be me!" 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to eacn square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
byHmri Arnold end IMfce Argkton 


UGIED 


Rra welt work 
on your aba 

and gluts 


fra added 

two Inches to 

my biceps 
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39 River of 
Venezuela 

40 Turned 
clockwise 

43 Correction spot 

44 Paying 
situations 

45 Canted sheds 
47 Choooed 


48 Painter Chagall 

50 Saying 

51 " Frame" 

52 Prognosticators 

55 Wander 

56 Persia, now 

59 Love-handles 
content 

60 Horse morsel 



ROARB 


YAGTIE 


naulcy 


"SEEN AND HEAKP 
AT A GYM. 


Now arrange me circled fetters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
9®sted by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers t o mor row) 

SIX. TRACT hoppeb fobc6D 

Wha< the cement salesman needs to be 
successful — A CONCRETE PLAN 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 1, 1998 


New company to market Jordanians abroad 



Studies, surveys show sales at 
private companies growing 
double the pace of public firms 


** TO SHOW that the move towards 
privatisation did not come out of a 
vacuum, the head of the privatisation 
unit at the Prime Ministry indicated 
that studies and surveys on public sec- 
tor institutions in the Kingdom, have 
revealed a high degree of inefficiency 
and surplus staff dominates the state's 
institutions and companies. 

Adel Qudah, the head of the unit. 


ited out that studies conducted on 
firms between 1981 and 1990 showed 


r. 


state companies and 23 private 


a two per cent rate of return before tax 
at public sector companies compared 
to a 6.8 per cent at private firms. He 
said that the rate of profit between 
1986 and 1990 was 5.5 per cent and 
21.1 per cent for each of the sectors 
respectively. In addition, he explained, 
the number, of workers per each JD1 
investment was 102 workers at state 
firms compared to 28 workers at pri- 
vate entities. 

Qudah went on to say that studies 
conducted on a number of industrial 
companies that were either totally 
government-owned or largely owned 
by the state and a number of private- 
owned companies have proved that 


sales growth during the 80s was 94 per 
cent -for the first group and 188 per 
cent for the second group. “The differ- 
ence is very dear during the 1986- 
1990 when the growth was 3.5 per 
cent for state-owned companies and 


167 per cent for private firms” Qudah, 
pointed out. 

He gave another example by show- 
ing that between 1981 and 1990, the 
average rate of return before tax was 
around 3.6 per cent at state enterprises 
compared to an average of 7.1 per cent 
at private companies. ‘The rate has 
declined at public sector firms during 
the crisis years to three per cent but 
went up to 9.2 per cent at private enti- 
ties,” Qudah asserted. 

Accordingly, Qudah said, the figures 
show clearly that the efficiency is high 
private projects and low at public 
enterprises which until now. continue 
to post losses year after year and to 
live on treasury support and loans 
guaranteed by the treasury. He cited as 
examples Hammamat Ma'in, Royal 
Jordanian, Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion and Irbid District Electricity 
Company. 

Qudah added: “Based on this, pri- 
vatisation was adopted as a policy and 
means to achieve positive economic 
objectives, most importantly: the 
redistribution of wealth, distribution 
of ownership, breaking the public sec- 
tor monopoly and boosting productiv- 
ity and efficiency of available eco-- 
nomic assets by endorsing their own- 
ership or management to the private 
sector” (A1 Dustour). 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A new head- 
hunting company seeking 
Jordanians for employ- 
ment in the Gulf may sig- 
nal the beginning of fresh 
injections into die King- 
dom of badly needed for- 
eign currency, but could 
also trigger the beginning 
of a brain drain. 

The Kingdom's first 
such company, Jordan 
Professional Placement 
Company, which is 30 per 
cent owned by the govern- 
ment, will begin operation 
later this year to market 
Jordanian professionals in 
Gulf and Asian countries. 

“One of our biggest 
assets is producing Jorda- 
nians with high academic 
and professional stan- 
dards/' said Royal Jordan- 
ian Vice President Samer 
Majali, who represents the 
government in setting up 
the firm. “We will organ- 
ise and market Jordanians 
abroad so they can benefit 
themselves and their coun- 
try by sending remittances 
back home.” 

Jordanians working in 
the Gulf during die 1980s 
sent home billions of dol- 
lars to their families. But 
after the 1991 Gulf war, 
in which Jordan was per- 
ceived to have sided with 
Iraq, many Jordanians 
were forced to return 
home after Gulf countries 
terminated their contracts 
in reprisal. 


While some politicians 
agree working abroad 
could be a golden 
opportunity for generally 
underpaid government and 
private sector employees, 
they say foreign compa- 
nies will be seeking highly 
experienced staff leaving 
behind the less qualified 
workers. 

Others, mainly econo- 
mists, say sending Jordani- 
ans abroad is as feasible a 
way to help tackle soaring 
unemployment in the 
country. Today over 
300,000 Jordanians work 
abroad, mainly in the Gulf, 
sending home JD1.5 bil- 
lion annually in remit- 
tances. 

. Majali said the company, 
with a paid up capital of 


JD625.000, will accept 
curriculum vitaes from 
Jordanians in the public 
and private sectors and 
those who are unemployed 
at a nominal fee but will 
give preference to profes- 
sionals. 

The information will he 
stored in a data bank to 
simplify matching 

employer with qualified 
employee. 

The company, which will 
sell 25 per cent of its 
shares to the public, also 
has two founding members 
from Saudi Arabia and' 
Qatar each with JD50.000. 
which will help the firm 
penetrate the Gulf markets, 
company executives said. 

“Rather than create new 
public sector positions 


over and above what is 
already available, the com- 
pany will try to expatriate 
staff that are currently 
employed in the public 
sector or unemployed to 
create vacancies for newly 
qualified graduates or 
those who are seeking 
work.” Majali said. 

He also stressed that a 
government stake in the 
company was essential. 
Others "disagree that offi- 
cial involvement is an 
asset saying that while 
government regulation 
may be important to help 
check abuse in such a busi- 
ness, it should leave the 
business side solely to the 
private sector. 

“It is not feasible to have 
the government invest in 


every employment office,” 
said one official. A govern- 
ment regulation in the 
Labour Law stipulates that 
the government own 30 
per cent of such business- 
es. 

Majali disagrees “Besi- 
des ensuring there is do 
abuse, the government will 
give us access to their 
employees and lend credi- 
bility to the company 
when it markets workers in 
any country, especially 
when dealing with other 
governments.” 

Official figures place the 
unemployment rate ai 15 
per cent but independent 
surveys say the figure is 
closer to 26 per cent. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1998 


a- Q Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) An old person is watch- 
ing you- like a hawk today, but that’s OK. The objective 
could be a promotion or pay raise. If it's any comfort, the 
job you’re doing now should lead to the best use of your 
talents. If you're certain dial's not the case, it’s also a good 

day tbapplyJbr a better job.. ‘ — — ' 

TAURUSuApril 20 to May 20) Just about anything you. 
start today will turn out welL Go for something so awe- 
some you’ve been afraid even to think about it. Some- 
body’s watching out for you, helping you achieve your 
goals; you can consult that parson as you decide what 
you're going to go for, then take the plunge. Don’t pro- 
crastinate. The time is now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This is a good day for 
making practical derisions about home and family. It's 
also a good time to fix things up around your place. Toss 
out stuff you don’t need anymore and get new furnishings. 
Does that give you any ideas? Yes, it’s also a good day to 
go shopping. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your partner wants to 
boss you around, but you’re used to it by now. You gener- 
ally tend to get together with people like that, because you 
work best in a supportive role. You provide what the other 
person needs, the other person makes the derisions. That 
way, you don’t get stuck if the derision is the wrong one. 
Tiy it again. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're hard at work today, 
or at least you should be. That would be in alignment with 
conditions in effect. If you're pushing yourself to do more 
than usual excellent You could be making a great impres- 
sion on an oider person right now. It looks like you're 
being watched with a possible promotion in mind. So get 
busy! 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is an excel- 
lent day, and the launch of an excellent week. You won’t 
have to get seriously down to business until Wednesday, 
so you’ve got a little more time for fun and games now. 
And dial's exactly wbai you’re in the mood for. Enjoy the 
time while vou can. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day 
for practical derisions concerning your home or family. If 
you’ve been thinking about moving, this is an excellent 
time to discuss it with the other people involved. You gen- 
erally tike to present your favourite options in the most 
attractive manner, then let the others make the choices. Go 
ahead and try that again today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Conditions are 
pus hing you to success, and some of your friends are 
doing the sam e. You’re quickly, both from r ead i n g the 
manual and watching an expert. You are also getting a def- 
inite boost from your friends and co-workers. There’s no 
point in arguing with conditions like this. You might as 
well go with the flow. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
sun is in Virgo, putting pressure on you to perform. You're 
normally a pretty good performer, but now that’s not 
enough. Luckily, you're getting a shove in the right direc- 
tion from the other planets, a so you could make quite a lot 
more money soon, if you put on a good performance. Bet- 
ter rehearse. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re 
looking good and should be feeling energetic. Take on 
something you’ve always wanted to do but were afraid to 
try. Skills you learned years ago will give you the edge in 
a difficult situation. Where others fail, you'll breeze right 
throu gh. Don’t listen to die worriers; they don't have your 
talents. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) This is a good 
day to make practical decisions concerning home or fam- 
ily. You may want to replace something that's outmoded 
“-in the home, of course, not the family. But there could 
be issue to resolve with a domestic partner, about getting 
realistic about a goal then figuring out how to achieve it 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You could learn 
quite a bit today, possibly from a friend who happens to be 
an expert at a craft. If you can think of anybody who fits 
that description, make a point of hanging around with him 
or her today. It’ll be fun, not like going back to school. 

iyJBirthsfone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli J 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

A unique and quiet area in Tabarbour-Amman. Classifica- 
tion grade ‘A" with large garden, garage, large terrace, 
salons, American style kitchen, area 170 sq.m., central 
heating, telephone. Suitable for diplomatic missions and 
foreign families. 

Interested only please call Tel. 461 9959. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
— LOCATED AT WADI SAQRA AREA — 

1- Two bedrooms, large salon 5x9 m, two bathrooms, 
balcony with beautiful view on King Abdullah Gardens. 

- Annua r rent JD5000/fumished, JD300G/unfumished. 

2- Furnished room with a bathroom and a kitchenette. 
-Rent: 'JD110 monthly. 

Please call Eng. Mohammed Auaida’a 
Tel.: 5677288, Telefax: 5605288, 

8 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily (office), 

5535265 afternoon & night (res.) 


G Publi-Graphics 


MIDDLE EAST'S FIRST INDEPENDENT ADVERTISING 
AGENCY CELEBRATES ITS SILVER JUBILEE 
Publi-Graphics, the leading advertising agency in the Middle East, 
is this year celebrating 25 years of success. The first independent 
advertising agency to achieve this. Public Graphics employs over 
340 people in a growing network featuring 18 operations and is 
unrivalled for its total communications capabilities in the Middle 
East. It also has offices in Paris, London and Istanbul. 
Publi-Graphics plans to make its 25th anniversary with a major 
celebration event on September 4th at the Meshref Cub. Based on 
invitations only, the evening will be one of entertainment and style. 
Attendees will include PG executives, clients, members of die 
diplomatic world, leading political figures, media and partners 
from around the world. 

Founded by Mustafa Assad. Chairman and CEO of Publi-Graph- 
ics, the award-winning agency commenced operations in Beirut in 
1973 — two years before the civil war that was to destroy the old 
Lebanon. 


AHMAK FXNANCIAX. 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMBISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607172 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 21/08/1996 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 
HIGH LOW 


P / E 


i . 


DXV. 


NO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


S 

355.500 

170.000 

ARAB BANK 

18.3 

.89 

61 

920 

203530 

225.00 

223.50 

1.50- 



L • 620 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

13.5 

4.22 

9 

12150 







1.090 

BANK OF JORDAN 

8 

0.00 

8 

6350 







1.550 

INDUSTRIAL DKV.BK. 

11.1 

6.52 

4 







6.510 

2.620 

THE HOUSING BX. 

19.8 

3.19 

23 

10044 

3135B 







JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.8 

0.00 

9 

4365 

7B63 






• 580 - 

JOR.CULT BANK 

g 

0.00 

2 

10900 





s 


1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BARK 

17.9 

0.00 

19 

10036 







.760 

BEXT.AL-MRL (BEXTttA) 

3.7 

0.00 

2 

650 

488 






.600 

PHI LAD EL. INV. BX. 

P 

0.00 

78 

266652 

183679 

.66 

.69 

.03+ 


HANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 295.19 ZCHGi 

-0.44 

215 

323664 

4B05'62 





3.100 

2.700 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

12.9 

5.00 

2 

2346 







2.200 

UNITED INSURANCE 

39.9 

0.00 

2 

2286 

5029 






.810 

ARABIAN SEAS INSUR. 

48.3 

0.00 

1 

3B50 

3388 






2.140 

GENERAL ARAB INSDR. 

23.4 

3.74 

2 

535 

1145 






1.380 

JERUSALEM INSUR. 

9.4 

5.80 

1 

250 

345 





2.850 

1.740 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

7.6 

9.16 

4 

1315 

3580 




s 


1.080 

HOLY LAND INSUR. 

8.4 

0.00 

1 

400 






2.350 

1.800 

ARAB LIFE INSUR. 

9.3 

0.00 

1 

2000 

3880 






1.070 

ARAB OHZ.XNTL.rNSOH. 

10.7 

3.74 

2 

4374 

4680 






3.150 

ALNISH AL-ARASX 

51. S 

- 1.43 

2 

624 

2178 

3.49 

3.49 

- 



INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 

127.48 *C8C: 

-0.18 

18 

17980 

31711 




S 

2.240 

1. 47 Q 

JOB. ELECTRIC PWR. 

1 

9.9 

5.43 

JLQ 

. iftm 

4finn 

1-S3 

l-*.3 


♦ 

1.500 

.830 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

31.9 

0.00 

24 

9050 

7395 

.83 

.80 

.03- 


1.120 

.680 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

13.9 

0.00 

2 

400 

282 

.70 

.71 

.01* 

s 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB XNTL. INV-EDUC. 

9.9 

2.00 

6 

2800 

5600 

2.01 

2.00 

.01- 


1.070 

.890 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

20.5 

0.00 

2 

850 

759 

.90 

.89 

.01- 



1.830 

1.060 

UNIFIED CO. 

5.1 

9.57 

24 

9500 

10802 

1.10 

1.15 

.05+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 

110.01 XCHG: 

-0.06 

68 

26283 

30445 






3.900 

1.840 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

11.6 

s:a — 

10 

17925 

35186 

1.97 



+ 

6.SOO 

4.530 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

22.2 

4.44 

8 

2700 

12150 

4.60 




11.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

10.3 

8.40 

9 

485 

51SS 

TOt61 

10.58 



1.710 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL COKK.AGR. 

69.7 

0.00 

3 

3600 

4243 

1.18 



s 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHARM. MANY. 

7.4 

2.80 

37 

14068 

37510 

2.67 

2.68 




Z.120 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

5.0 

8.62 

3 

500 

580 





2.940 

2.450 

JORDAN DAIRY 

6.1 

10.10 

1 

500 

1375 

2.65 

2.75 




1.020 

JOR. PIPES MAHFCT. 

9.1 

9.09 

3 

750 

825 

1.11 




8.540 

6.350 

ARAB CHEN. DTRECN. 

7.8 

7.14 

4 

671 

4693 

7.00 

7.00 



6. 350 

4.700 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

6.9 

6.13 

■ 3 

1000 

5711 

5.75 

5.71 


♦ 

2.980 

1.730 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

12.7 

14.53 

.4 

6000 

10325 

1.80 




. .570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

13.9 

0.00 

8 

B050 

3223 

.40 

.41 



3.720 

1.880 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

15.9 

2.87 

5 

9368 

33146 







ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

24.4 

0.00 

2 

7000 

5600 



.03+ 

.01+ 



.390 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

g 

0.00 

3 

3249 

1332- 





.370 

NATIONAL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

1 

200 

70 





• .310 

INTERNED . PETRO. CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

5 

4350 

1305 


.30 

.01- 

.01* 

s 


.760 

ONZV.CHEM.INDS. 

8.3 

9.88 ■' 

.1 

250 

203 


.700 

.700 

.390 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.MFAC 
KANTHER INVEST. 

33.8 

g 

0.00 

0.00 

9 

5 

1650 

1600 

1191 

752 

.72 

.72 



.570 

UN IV. HODH.XNDS. 

9.3 

10.34 

30 

18350 

10634 

.57 





.500 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

g 

0.00 

3 

4953 

2625 






1.200 

NATL. CHLORINE 

6.8 

8.00 

a 

2755 

3442 






.600 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

8.7 

16.13 

17 

22148 

13587 





1.610 

1.150 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

42.2 

0.00 

16 

27481 

32977 






.930 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

6.27 

3 

2650 

2465 

.94 





.860 

UNION CH. G VEG. 

9.6 

0.00 

4 

.3226 

2837 





.890 

. 660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.3 

8.43 

3 

1700 

1406 





.720 

.580 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

32.7 

0.00 

16 

30367 

20042 






.540 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.6 

0.00 

9 

5450 

2889 

.54 

.53 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 84.01 *CSGl 

-1.18 

233 

202996 

257455 





GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX I 179.40 XCBG: -0.59 


534 


570923 


800174 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRXCB LIST FOR MONDAY 


31/08/1998 


1.050 
.800 
.620 
1.010 
.780 
.600 
.430 
• 580 
.690 
1.750 
.730 


N 

N 


.710 

.340 

.950 

.950 

1.310 


.880 
.500 
.240 
.790 
.590 
.290 
.230 
.290 
.580 
1.050 
.570 
-2DQ . 
.360 
.170 
.540 
.330 
.800 


EXPORT G rlN.BNK.75* 
UNION INV. 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

AL— OAHLIYAH 
ARAB FOOD G MED. 

ARAB XHTL. XNV.TRD. 
NATL . MULT . ENG .KAKZCO 
MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 
RAZZ PHARM. 


INDS. CERAMIC 
Z. TEXTILE HANOT. 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
OPTICAL* REARING CO. 
KOTRXDAR 


16.5 
9 
9 
P 

33.9 

9 

26.5 


10.6 

E 

-9— 

9.2 

9 

9 

P 

P 


0.00 

5 

7930 

5147 

.91 

. 89 

0.00 

2 

5500 

2805 

.51 

.51 

0.00 

2 

2000 

500 

.25 

.25 

0.00 

1 

10000 

8500 

.90 

.85 

0.00 

2 

3200 

1858 

.59 

.58 

0.00 

s 

6500 

1875 

.29 

.28 

0.00 

3 

1650 

3B0 

.23 

.23 

0.00 

10 

7000 

1960 

.29 

.28 

0.00 

4 

4050 

2914 

.58 

.58 

7.49 

. 3 

5080 

7845 

1.66 

1.67 

0.00 

7 

13204 

7658 

.53 

.58 

0.00 

10 

20350 

■ 4070. 

.20 

.20 

0.00 

4 

1545 

540 

.36 

.35 

0.00 

3 

3319 

564 

.18 

.17 

0.00 

9 

6400 

3559 

.55 

.56 

0.00 

1 

250 

90 

.38 

.36 

0.00 

3 

3000 

2390 

.80 

.78 


. 02 - 

.05- 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

. 01 * 


. 01 - 
. 01 - 
. 01 * 
. 02 - 
. 02 - 


GRAND TOTAL 


74 


100978 


51655 


N«w 12 month* low 

Stock dividend during the past 12 months 
Lintad during tho put 12 months 
P/E ratio La 10O or mora 
Nogativm P/K , 

Earning is sero or N/A for tha most racmt yn&r 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



*2foax rtdeheM 9* s4mmatt 

jEST 



Qaafity Ssnricwi Suite* 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5602672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® gp.com. jo 


Studio JJ/ug 


1 hour service 

Devriop yttur 


* JUMBO photo size 


* Free wtepwnMf 
£0x30sm~ ;, •„•••; • 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5804042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



Watches - Perfumes 
San Oases - Leather- Pens 

■ - Cartier ^ 

VERSACE 


Visit Us At 

www.vtparab.com/vtpgift 


Shaijan Inf I Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
[fet : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085| 


Q 




: FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNABEL 



Real Estate 
SWEIFiYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tei 5864230 -5865167 
Mobfle : 079/37 588 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

; TeL: 03/20 14340-41 r 
Fax: 03/2014339 



VoUvier Restaurant 

* 

Abdoun 5929564 


toai 

_ • -'If 


jERTISE in this 
#TION CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



24-HOUR TAX! SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL.: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Chang snaps title drought 


BOSTON (AFP) — Fourth- 
seeded American Michael 
Chang gained much-needed 
momentum heading into 
the U.S. Open by claiming 
his first title in over a year 
Saturday at the $315,000 
MFS Pro Championships. 

Chang broke unseeded 
Dutchman Paul Haarhuis 
three times and saved all six 
break points he faced in a 6- 
3. 6-4 victory. He collected 
545,000 for winning his 
32nd career ATP Tour title 
and first since the Legg 
Mason Classic in July 
1997. 

Chang missed almost two 
months this year battling 
knee and wrist injuries. His 
world ranking dropped to 
22nd this week after he 
started the year ranked 
third. Earlier this year, he 
came up short in the finals 
of the Kroger St. Jude and 
U.S. Men's Clay Court 
Championships. 

The 26-vear-old Chang 
will face Israeli qualifier 
Eyal Erlich in his opening- 
round match at the U.S. 
Open. which begins 
Monday in New York. He is 



‘China will 
apply to 
host 2008 
Olympics’ 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
Chairman of China's 
Olympic Committee, Wu 
Shaozu, has said the coun- 
try will seek to host the 
2008 Summer Olympics, a 
newspaper report on 
Monday said. 

“China is preparing to 
once again apply to host 
the Olympic Games." the 
Tianjin Evening News’ 
Friday edition quoted the 
official as saying during a 
visit last week to the north- 


Micheal Chang 
unseeded after being the 


second seed last year. 


Chang improved to 7-1 
lifetime against Haarhuis 
and 2-0 in hardcourt match- 
es. Chang took their other 


previous hardcourt meeting 
in the final at Indian Wells. 
California, in 1996. 

That also marked the 32- 
year-old Haarhuis' last 
appearance in a singles 
final. 


More known for his dou- 
bles prowess. Haarhuis has 
teamed with countryman 
Jacco Ellingh to win 43 
career titles, including this 
year's French Open and 
Wimbledon. 


Now Jordan lashes into Michael Schumacher 


LONDON (AFP) — Eddie Jordan 
took time off from celebrating his 
team's first ever Formula One suc- 
cess. in Belgium on Sunday, by 
launching an attack on dual world 
champion Michael Schumacher on 
Monday. 

The Irishman, who ironically gave 
Schumacher his first drive in 
Formula One in the 1991 Belgian 
Grand Prix before the German was 
snapped up by the Benetton team, 
accused Michael of trying to per- 
suade his younger brother Ralf, who 
drives for the Jordan team, to move 
to Williams for next season. 

“1 was not amused by Michael's 
efforts to tell Ralf to switch teams for 
next season." Jordan told BBC Radio 
Five Live. 

"Michael accused me of being sole- 
ly a moneygrabber. and he should be 
the last person to accuse anyone of 
that.” he added. 

Ralf. who finished second behind 
team leader Damon Hill on Sunday 
to give the stable their first win in 
127 starts but is currently in litigation 
w ith Jordan, wanting to leave to join 
Williams, said that even Sunday's 


result would not change his mind. 

Schumacher was clearly unhappy 
about the team orders given out dur- 
ing the race, saying he had planned to 
try to pass Hill when racing resumed 
on lap 32. 

“But you can't always do what you 
want to do." he said. 

“It was a decision by the team, but 
we could have put ourselves in dan- 
ger." he admitted. 

~ An emotionless Schumacher said 
that Hill had been quicker all week- 
end and deserved the win. 


Jordan's outburst completed a con- 
troversial weekend for Michael 


Schumacher, who had alienated 
many with his reaction to being 
forced out of the race when he collid- 
ed with McLaren's Scottish driver 
David Coulthard. 

Coulthard accused Schumacher of 
behaving "like an animal” after the 
German tried to have a face to face 
chat with him in the McLaren garage 
following their clash. 

The Scot spoke out after 
Schumacher had tried to confront 
him in the pit lane following the 
crash, which robbed the German of a 


likely victory in his Ferrari. 

Coulthard said it was “totally unac- 
ceptable" of Schumacher to storm 
into the McLaren pits and to ask “if I 
was trying to kill him. 

“He was acting like an animal — it 
is unacceptable." 

Schumacher had looked certain of 
victory and of taking over the leader- 
ship of the world championship 
before the collision. 

Preparing to lap Coulthard. he 
reacted too late when the Scot 
appeared to try and let him through 
and smashed into the back of the 
McLaren. 

Schumacher. who accused 
Coulthard of slowing down, drove 
his car back to the pits on three 
wheels, tore off his helmet and set off 
to try and get to Coulthard. only to be 
forced back by a crowd of McLaren 
officials. 


em port city. 

“We are aiming for 
2008," said Wu, who is 
also director of the State 
General Administration of 
Sports. 

In January International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch said China may 
not be ready yet to bid for 
another summer Games. 

"I was in Shanghai to 
attend the Chinese national 
games last October,” 
Samaranch was quoted as 
saying. “I met President 
Jiang Zemin. I had a feel- 
ing they are not yet ready 
to bid again. That is my 
persona] impression." 

The IOC. which has 
awarded the 2004 Summer 
Games to Athens, is due to 
choose the host for the 
2008 Summer Games in 
2001. 

The Games are expected 
to go to a country outside 
of Europe, and an Olympic 
bid from China may pose a 
major challenge for Osaka, 
selected last year as Japan's 
candidate for the 2008 
Games. 

Beijing lost its bid for the 
2000 Summer Games to 
Sydney by a narrow margin 
amid worldwide concern 
over China's human rights 
record. 

A Hong Kong newspaper 
earlier this year reported 
that Beijing planned to pro- 
pose southern China’s 
Guangdong province, 
Hong Kong and Macau as 
the tripartite host for the 
2008 Summer Games. 


Bordeaux remain unbeaten while Barcelona scrape draw 


PARIS i AFP) — A goal from leading 
scorer Sylxain WiltonJ made it four 
wins out of four for French league 
leaders Bordeaux on Saturday as they 
beat Metz 2-0. leaving last season's 
runners-up still looking for their first 
goal of the campaign. 

The two top clubs from last season's 
Spanish championship failed to sparkle 
as 10-man Barcelona had several 
splendid saves by Dutch ‘keeper Ruud 
Hesp to thank for the 0-0 draw with 
Racing Santander, while Athletic 
Bilbao went down 2-0 at Real 
Zaragoza. 

Olynipiquc Marseille, who like 
Bordeaux had won their fust three 
matches, had their winning streak 
ended with a scoreless draw away at Le 
Havre while newly promoted Lorient 
came from behind to beat Paris Saint 
Germain at Parc des Princes 2-1. 

WiltonJ. whose goal kept him at the 
top of the scorers standings with five 
goals, struck in the 84th minute after 
Metz keeper Lionel Ledzi had blocked 
Kaba Diawara's effort to assure the 
1996 UEFA Cup finalists of the three 
points. 

He had also been instrumental in 
their first goal, his strike taking a 
deflection off Metz defender Sylvain 
Kastendeuch who was credited with an 
own goal. 

Paris, looking for their third succes- 
sive win. looked in control after Italian 
striker Marco Simone slotted home an 
1 1th minute penalty but two goals in a 
minute, the second a superb freckick 
by Stefan Pedrun which left Bernard 
Lama stranded, gave the minnows 
from Brittany a morale boosting first 
win in the elite league. 

Lens, the defending champions, also 



break. 

Despite Tenerife's Yugoslav interna- 
tional Slavisa Jokanovic converting a 
52nd minute penalty, the Barcelona- 
based side held on to give coach 
Marcclo Biclsa. who is the favoured 
candidate of the Argentine football fed- 
eration to be the new national coach, a 
win in his fust match in charge. 

However. Biclsa hit out after the 
match saying he warned the matter 
over his ftrturc resolved at the earliest 


Former Dutch soccer international Frank Rijkaard (R) toasts his new 
assistant Johan Neeskens at the Dutch soccer association's headquar- 
ters in Zeist. Rijkaard signed a two-year contract as head coach which 
will end one day after the European Soccer Championship, being co- 
hosted by The Netherlands and Belgium in 2000 I Reuters photo) 


came from behind against another 
newly promoted side Nancy as Pascal 
Nouma scored his second successive 
double. Veteran Republic of Ireland 
international Tony Cascarino had 
opened the score. 

Hesp camnc to the rescue of 
Barcelona, who have been given the 
nickname of BarcAjax because of the 
number of players from the 1995 
European Cup winners brought to the 
club by coach Louis van Gaal since he 
took over at the beginning of last sea- 
son. when hardmun central defender 


Miguel Angel Nadal was given his 
marching orders in the second-half. 

Their disappointing opening to the 
season contrasted to city rivals 
Espanyol. who overcame playing also 
w ith just 10 men to beat Tenerife 2-1. 

Argentinian striker Juan Esnaidcr. 
who scored in Rea! Zaragoza's 2-1 
1995 Cup Winners Cup final win over 
Arsenal, opened the scoring for 
Espanyoi from a fineekick while 
Paraguayan World Cup star Miguel 
Angel Benitez made it 2-0 with a 
superb solo effort two minutes after the 


opportunity. 

‘This situation needs to come to a 
conclusion as soon as possible, 
because one day its yes I have the job 
and the next day the Argentine public 
are told I'm not the man," he said. 

"It's up to the Argentine federation to 
come to a decision and stick by it.” he 
added. 

On Saturday former Iralian national 
coach Arrigo Sue chi made a nightmare 
stan to his reign at Atledco Madrid as 
he watched the 1996 champions slip to 
a 1 -0 defeat at Valencia. 

Bilbao only had themselves to blame 
for their disappointing opening day- 
loss to a Real Zaragoza side that is not 
slated to be among the title challengers 
this season. 

Bilbao's Argentinian defender Carlos 
Garcia put past his own keeper after a 
teasing cross from Paraguayan ‘Toro’ 
Acuna in the 66th minute and eight 
minutes later Zaragoza wrapped up the 
match when Argentinian Gustavo 
Lopez converted after fine work by 
compatriot Kily Gonzalez. 

The 1997 champions and European 
Cup holders Real Madrid, who lost 1-0 
to Chelsea in Friday’s SuperCup. start 
their campaign on Monday against 
newly promoted Villareal. 
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FC Barcelona’s new Dutch soccer star Patrick IQ ui vert poses for photographers 
at Barcelona’s Camp Nou stadium August 31. KJuivert signed a four-year con- 
tract with S panish league champions FC Barcelona after transfering from AC 
Milan (Reuters photo) 


Hat-trick hero Owen Carroll’s 
wrecks Gullit defection 


Newcastle start 


LONDON (AFP) — Teenage England sensation Michael 
Owen scored a stunning 1 5-minute hat-trick to wreck Ruud 
Gullit's managerial debut for Newcastle as Liverpool 
romped to a 4-1 victory at Saint James's Park on Sunday. 

Czech international Patrick Berger completed the rout as 
Liverpool swept to the top of the English Premiership table 
with a devastating display of attacking football in the first 
half. 

French World Cup star Stephane Guivarc'h. making his 
debut, scored Newcastle's sole reply. ■ 

The 40,000 capacity home crowd had given former 
Chelsea coach Gullit a rapturous reception when he took to 
the pitch just before the kick-off. 

But silence quickly descended around the stadium as 
Owen showed why he has become one of the hottest prop- 
erties in world football when he struck in the 17th, 18th and 
32nd minutes. 

Guivarc'h had briefly reduced the deficit to 2-1, but 
moments later Owen was celebrating his hat-trick. Gullit 
was holding his head in his hands and the Newcastle fans 
were chanting their favourite song of recent months: “Sack 
the board. Sack the board.” 

Liverpool joint manager Roy Evans hailed Owen’s stun- 
ning performance but said he was getting tired of all the 
attention that the 18-year-old has been receiving since his 
sparkling display in France 98. 

“The kid is so bloody quick, he's so hard to stop," said 
Evans. “But this was a day for the team, I keep repeating 
that it's getting boring. 

“Michael could have scored three or four more, he had 
that many chances, but the other lads wouldn't let him get 
away with not working for the team, which he does all the 
time." 

Evans added: “I was very pleased with the whole perfor- 
mance. When we did break in the first half we were very 
decisive. We could have had a few more and it could have 
been even worse for them." 

Newcastle, who narrowly avoided relegation last season, 
brought in Dutchman Gullit after parting company with 
Kenny Dalglish in midweek. 

The players seemed galvanised by the presence of their 
new coach as they started the match brightly before Owen 
struck in dramatic fashion to wreck the welcoming party. 

Liverpool captain Paul Ince unleashed a ferocious drive 
from long range which goalkeeper Shay Given could only 
parry to Owen who was loitering on the right of the area. 

The angle on goal was not promising but the 18-year-old 
leathered an unstoppable low drive that squeezed between 
the Republic of Ireland goalkeeper and the near post. 

The gloom that descended on the crowd was deepened 
within sixty seconds when Steve McManaman found 
Owen in acres of space on the right. 

The England World Cup hero, the world’s most expen- i 
sively rated player who still lives with his parents, impu- ! 
dently slid the ball between Given’s legs for the second. 

Guivarc'h. who has not played a competitive match since 
France's World Cup Final triumph over Brazil, threatened a 
recovery when he slid a shot in off the post. 

But Owen ensured there would be nothing for Gullit and 
Newcastle to celebrate when he completed his hat-trick 
with a breathtaking individual goal. 

Karlheinz Riedle dispossessed Stuart Pearce in the mid- 
dle of the pitch before Owen used his electric pace to race 
clear of the Newcastle defence and casually chip a shot 
over Given with the outside of his right foot. 

Newcastle's poorly-organised defence looked in danger 
of total collapse as Liveipool continued their assault. 

Berger, back in favour after a poor campaign last season, 
made the three points a formality when he fired home a low 
left-foot shot into the far comer on the stroke of half-time. 


angers 
Australian 
head coach 


DARWIN (AFPj — - 
Marathon runner Nicky' 
Carroll's late defection,' 
from Australia^': 

Commonwealth Gamp" 
athletics team has angered 1 
head coach Chris WardUr^ : : 

Wardlaw claimed the 25- '’:' 
year-old Carroll, who hair 
withdrawn from (he team 
because of fears of Kuala - 
Lumpur's heat, avoided 
major championships. 

Carroll ran 5km of the 
marathon at the world 
championships in Athens 
last year after succumbing 
to injury shortly, before the 
team left Australia. 

“Personally as a distance 
coach I was very, very dis- 
appointed at Nicky’s deci- 
sion. She would have been 
a very strong contender in 
the marathon but Nicky has 
to speak for herself." 
Wardlaw said on Monday. 

“She apparently felt she 
wouldn't be able to per- 
form at a championship. 

“Apparently she finds it 
easier to run in non-cham- 
pionship events.” he said. 

“So be it, that’s her deci- 
sion but in athletic terms 
it's a very disappointing 
one because the ultimate 
challenges are the champi- 
onships." 

Speaking in Darwin 
where the team is acclima- 
tising before leaving for 
Kuala Lumpur, Wardlaw 
said Carroll would not be 
replaced. 

Wardlaw denied that 
Carroll's withdrawal, 
injuries to three other stars 
and a court dispute 
between two others had left 
the team in turmoil. 

“I personally wouldn’t 
use the word ‘ turmoil' at 
all. these sons of things are 
very difficult for the people 
concerned — and it’s dis- 
appointing that they have 
happened to our stars — 
but it doesn't wash over to 
the team in general." he 
said. 

“Athletics is a very indi- 
vidual spon with everyone 
concentrating on their own 
events." 

So far world 400m cham- 
pion Cathy Freeman has 
withdrawn because of a 
foot injury. 

Both 200m world cham- 
pion Melinda Gainsford- 
Taylor and 1994 . Games 
high jump gold medallist 
Tim Forsyth are also bat- 
tling injuries. 
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Sampras, Rios top 
latest ATP rankings 

YAB3LS (AFP) — Latest ATP rankings released on Monday- 

■ t. ®e» Sampras (USA) 3678nomtc 

2 . MajceloRios (Chi) . 3640 ^ 

3;patnck Rafter ( Aus) 3577 

4.petrKorda (Cze) 3l74 

SpSichaid Krajicek (Ned) 27^0 ' 

6. (^;Rused$ki (Gbr) 7675 

7. ;AJex Cornea (Spa) 26 in 

-ScAndreAgassi (USA) 2517 

9 /Jpnd jCuciera (Svk) 2511 

iO. Caiios Moya (Spa) 2509 

I f. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) - -0333 

12-Johas Bjorkman ( Swe ) 2337 

li fflro Henman (Gbr) 7286 

14., Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 206^ 

J 5 .All^^Berasaiegui (Spa) j 907 

l 6 vAlfertCdsta(Spa> ■ 2881 

17. Cedric Pioline (Fra) 1 775 

18 . fi^^antUla (Spa) 1752 

19^ ; Xbdma$ Enqvist (Swe) jggj 

20 >dicftaei Chang(USA) 1562 

2U 34&Sk«iierink(Ned) 1494 

22, M«k Philippoussis (Aus) 1468 

ii'Thomas Muster (Aut) .1381 

24^ Magnus Gustafsson (Swe) 1376 

25.' Gustave Kuerten (Bra) 1348 
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COMMACK, New York 
(AFP) — Pat Rafter won his 
final match before begin- 
ning defence of his U.S. 
Open title, downing eighth 
seed Felix Mantilla 7-6 
(7/3), 6-2, Sunday in the 
final of the $315,000 
Hamlet Cup. 

The second-seeded 
Australian improved to 1 8-2 
during the summerhardcourt 
season with his fifth title of 
the year, the most by an 
Australian since John 
Newcombe won nine and 
Rod Laver claimed five in 
1974. Last year, he went 0- 
for-4 in finals before his tri- 
umph at Flushing. 

Rafter earned 45,000 dol- 
lars with his third victory 
aver Mantilla in as many 
“wetings as he tied Marcelo 
Rios for the ATP Tour lead 
in wins. He also won in 
India, the Netherlands. 
Toronto and Cincinnati.- 
The . 25-year-old 

Australian is seeded third at 
the U.S. Open, which begins 
Monday in New York. The 
last player to parlay a win at 
toe Hamlet into a victory at 
the final Grand Slam event 
of the year . was Ivan Lendl, 
who did it in 1 985 and 1 986. 
Mantilla was denied his 
first career hardcourt title. 
He has won six career sin- 
gles titles, all on clay. He 
reached his first career hard- 
coun final in February, las- 
JJg to countryman Alex 
Corretja at the Dubai Tennis 
Open. 

Mantilla was attempting to 
become the second straight 
Spaniard to win this event, 
Jfer Carlos Moya beat 
Rafter in last year’s final. 

In the first set, both play- 
^ easily held their serves 
^ get to a tiebreak, where 
Kaft er jumped out to a 4-0 


lead. He reached set point 
with a service winner and 
clinched it when Mantilla 
nened a backhand passing 
shot. 

Rafter took the momen- 
tum into the second set, win- 
ning the first four games.' He 
had match points in the sev- 
enth game, but Mantilla hit 
an ace, and after Rafter's 
drop shot stroked a pair of 
service winners to force an 
eighth game. 

Mantilla saved two more 
match points but Rafter was 
not to be denied- hitting a 
crosscourt forehand volley 
to close out the match in 78 
minutes. 

Rafter fired il aces, won 
90 percent of his points on 
first serve and saved one 


break point. He lost his 
serve just once in 54 service 
games this week. 


SPORTS 
IN BRIEF 


Danish star 
undergoes 
operation 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) 
— Danish World Cup star 
Ebbe Sand underwent an 
operation for testicular 
cancer on Friday, it was 
revealed by his club 
Brondby on Monday, and 
will miss Denmark's 
opening Euro 2000 quali- 
fier with Belarus next 
Saturday. The 26-y'ear-oId 
Sand, who scored with 
only his third touch after 
coming on as a substitute 
in the 4-1 victory over 
Nigeria in the second 
round of the World Cup 
finals, hopes to be back in 
training in two to three 
weeks. Danish coach Bo 
Johansson, who guided 
the side to the World Cup 
quarter-finals where they 
lost 3-2 to Brazil, 
replaced Sand with the 
current domestic champi- 
onship's leading scorer 
Soren Frederiksen. 

Top coach 
assaults referee 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
The future of Hie Balaci, 
coach of Romanian first 
division side 

Universitatea Craiova, 
hangs in the balance after 
he assaulted the referee 
following their match 
with Otelul Galati. The 
former Romanian interna- 
tional playmaker. who 
had a term coaching in the 
United Arab Emirates, 
lost -his cool when the ref- 
eree, Aron Husu, sent off 
two of his players during 
the 1-0 defeat and hit the 
unfortunate official over 
the head with a player’s 
boot. Huzu, who said that 
Balaci later got down on 
his knees to apologise, 
suffered a cut eyebrow 
and several other abra- 
sions which required 
stitches. The Romanian 
Football Federation, one 
of whose members was a 
witness of the incident, 
are set to discuss Balaci’s 
punishment in the next 
few days. The club who 
hired Balaci at the start of 
the season currently have 
just four points from five 
matches. 


FURNISHED GARDEN APT FOR RENT 

Located in Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th 
Circles. 2 bedrooms with telephone line and 
heating. 

Contact Tel.: 4641055 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

TV® deluxe fully furnished apartments. Two, and three bedrooms, one mas- 
ter, with two sunny terraces, two bathrooms, modem kitchen, spacy dining 
and guest area. Central heating, telephone, colour TV, video and satellite, 
water reservoir. Safe and quiet residential area. No water problem. 

Location: 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman, near AJ Khalldl Hospital, Hisham Hotel, 
and the French Embassy. 

Call Or. MAT. Kannan at 4632755 from 10 ajn. — 10 p.m. dally. ' 


„ , .» The United Nations Children's Fund, with headquarters in New York and Regional 

unlcer (gj fj Office for the Middle East and North Africa based In Amman, seeks qualified candidates 
for the following position: 

Information Technology Asst ./Secretary 
Fixed-Term Appointment, Amman-Jordan 
Purpose of the Post: 

To provide technical and operational support in the implementation of IT in the office and provide secre- 
tarial support lo the IT Unit and provide secretarial and administrative support to the Head of Section. 
Minimum Qualifications: 

— Perform administrative, clerical and secretarial functions of the Unit. Draft, prepare routine correspon- 
dence Man the rT Help Desk and assist in diagnosing user problems: provide technical assistance to 
users assist in IT related staff training events and in the installation of software and hardware. 

In Elaboration with Admin. Unit, maintain & regularly update the IT related non-expendable Invento- 
ry including monitoring of hardware maintenance, maintain inventory of office software packages, store 
software packages and materials, make backups and keep a record of loans. 

Perform routine LAN monitoring and backup and respond to related queries and problems and man- 
age inventory of computer consumables (receipt and issuance of printer toner, diskettes) and manage 
lending of office laptops. 

Skills and Attributes: , , . 

Hkaher Secondary education with training in computer science, or equivalent work experience. 
Knowledoe of software packages most frequently used in office automation, microcomputer technology, 
database and data communications, multi-user networks & telecommunications. Fluency In English and 
Arabic with three years of experience in the computer information management work, multi-user network 
and telecommunications, hardware/software installation and user assistance In support of office corn put- 

firfsdd 

Please send detailed resume, In English, quoting reference GS/RO 984)8 to: 

Sr. Personnel Assistant UNICEF Regional Office 
P.O. Box 840028, Amman 11184-Jordan 
Applications for this position must be received by 7 September 1998. 
Acknowledgement will on^ be sent to short-fisted candidates under serious consideration. 


JEF is a smoke-free environment 



William Jones Basketball Tournament 

Jordan squanders victory 
over Taipei, meets UAE today 


By Samir Janakat in Taiwan and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

JORDAN’S MEN’S basketball team 
wasted a golden chance to beat 
Chinese Taipei Monday when they lost 
77-72 to the hosts in the final three 
minutes of their match on the second 
day of the 21st International William 
Jones Basketball Tournament current- 
ly under-way in Taiwan with 10 teams 
taking pan. 

Although Jordan led 36-32 lead at 
halftime and 56-47 midway through 
the second half, the fouling out of 
Ashraf Samara and key mistakes by 
Nasser Bassam cost the team dearly 
with the lineup already missing four 
key Jazireh players who did not join 
the team following their club's deci- 
sion to withdraw’ their national team 
players citing “bias against ihe club.” 

Chinese Taipei took the lead in the 
final three minutes and led 72-70 with 
a minute remaining. However a 
turnover led to another three points for 
the hosts. 

Hilal Barakat missed a shot as the 
Chinese scored again to win the match 
77-72. 

Scoring came as follows: Nasser 


Bassam 15, Hilal Barakat 14. Ashraf 
Samara 13, Ayman Du'eis 13, Faisal 
Nsour and Yousef Zaghloul 6 . 
Mohammad Shamali 5. 

Jordan is playing in Group 1 along- 
side Chinese Taipei. UAE, Korea, 
Malaysia. Group 2 includes Japan. 
Thailand, Saudi Arabia, the 
Philippines and Costa Rica. 

The top two teams in each group will 
play in the semifinals while the rest 
will play for 5th-10th places. 

Jordan was aiming for a win to 
ensure qualification to the second 
round as tournament regulations stipu- 
late that the host team qualifies to the 
semifinals, regardless of its results in 
the preliminary round. 

Therefore the Kingdom has to win 
Group 1 to ensure qualification since 
taking second place in case Taipei 
does not take first place will drop 
Jordan out of contention because 
Taipei will then qualify with the first 
placed team. 

Jordan will next meet the UAE 
Tuesday and will have to win to avoid 
elimination. 

In other matches, Thailand bear 
Saudi Arabia 70-62 to drive the Saudis 
out of contention after losing to the 


Philippines 78-60, while Japan beat 
Thailand 79-61. 

Jordan’s referee Mohammad 
Hourani officiated the Japan Costa 
Rica match which the former won 76- 
62. 

Taipei had scored an S0-56 win over 
Malaysia in the opening match of die 
week-long tournament. South Ko. % a 
beat the UAE 80-65 (47-40) in the 
other match. 

In preparation for the tournament, 
Jordan's team a training camp in 
Athens during which they played six 
matches winning two and losing the 
rest. 

They also hosted the Iraqi national 
team winning 93-65 in the first friend- 
ly while the second ended in a 79-79 
draw after the Iraqis reftised to play 
overtime to determine the winner. 

The team includes veterans Hilal 
Barakat and Yousef Zaghloul. in addi- 
tion to Nasser Bassam. Faisal Nsour. 
Fadi Saqqa. Mohammad Shamali. 
Ayman Du'eis and Ashraf Samara. Jan 
Sahlieh and Kamal Hilou were 
recalled to the lineup after Ma’an 
Odeh. Husam Lutfi and Yousef Abu 
Bakr. Ala’ Bilbeisi of Al Jazireh with- 
drew’. 


Venus Williams seeks U.S. Open title 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Venus Williams made 
more than a little noise 
with her beads, brashness 
and bump with Irina 
Spirlea at the U.S. Open a 
year ago. 

Now she’s back hoping 
to raise the level a notch 
by capturing her first 
Grand Slam title. 

As the U.S. Open began 
Monday, Williams returns 
more polished in every 
way. and has the confi- 
dence of several tourna- 
ment titles behind her. 
Last year, she seemed to 
be learning on the run at 
the Open, assessing how 
to play big points in big 
matches, gauging when to 
rally, when to come in, 
when to go for hard shots, 
when to just keep the ball 
in play. 

This time around, she's 
got most of that figured 
out. 

“I think my serve is 
much better,” Williams 
said. “I would say I’m 
much smarter. I think 1 
play better shots. I make 
better selections. I know I 
win matches from my 
playing well or if I’m not 
supposed to win.” 

Williams has been both- 
ered much of the summer 


by a strained knee, but 
says it is in pretty good 
shape right now with the 
help of rest and regular 
stretching. 

At the "start of the year. 
Williams boasted that she 
would be No. 1 by year’s 
end. That’s unlikely now. 
though her No. 5 seeding 
is not too shabby for 
someone playing less than 
two Full years on the tour. 

“I thought maybe I’d be 
higher up,” she said. “But 
it’s difficult when you're 
an athlete because you 
always want to be better. 
Sometimes you have to be 
happy where you're at.” 

The women's draw at 
the Open is perhaps 
stronger than ever. 

Steffi Graf showed in 
Saturday's final victory 
over Jana Novotna in 
New Haven that she’s 
ready to challenge for a 
major title again after a 
year away from the game. 
Novotna, though, should 
not be discounted with her 
confidence still high after 
winning Wimbledon. 

Defending champion 
Martina Hingis has been 
in a slump since winning 
the Australian Open to 
start the year, but doesn't 


seem too worried. She 
tuned up by playing three 
tournaments and taking a 
week off. 

. “It seems like I always 
get to the semis and finals 
and can’t win the tourna- 
ment.” sbe said. “But this 
is a different one, the last 
Grand Slam of the year. 
I ll save my energy and 
go round by round. 

“This year the players 
became much stronger. 
You , have the younger 
players,’ who are more 
experienced. And the 
older ones, they started 
practicing again and they 
want it back. They won 
the last two Grand Slams. 
Right now it's a very big 
competition." 

With Graf on the rise. 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
still high from her French 
Open title. Novotna 

strong and Monica Seles 
reasserting herself, the 
“older ones" certainly are 
looking eager to take the 
game back from the teens 
like Hingis, Anna 

Koumikova. and the 
Williams sisters. 


Then. too. there's the 
player in the middle who 
never has won a major, 
Lindsay Davenport. The 
1996 Olympic champion 
is slimmer and quicker 
than ever, and the hard 
courts at the National 
Tennis Center suit her 
game perfectly. 

In the men’s draw, 
defending champion 
Patrick Rafter is perhaps 
the hottest player of the 
summer, followed closely 
by Andre Agassi. There 
are dangerous players 
scattered throughout the 
seeds, bur the one who’s 
No. 1, Pete Sampras, is 
still the man everyone 
fears the most. 

“There’s Pete, and then 
there’s the rest of its." 
Rafter said. "I played well 
last year, and hopefully I 
can come in here and do it 
again if the draw opens up 
for me. There are a lot of 
good players who could 
win it. But all of us know’ 
that the player to beat is 
Pete." 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, large salons, dining, 3 bath- 
rooms, 3 verandas with garden. 

Location: Near Modem American Schools 

Please call: 5605626 


PASSPORT LOST 

I. Parmjit Singh, S/o Sawam Singh, hereby 
announces the lose of my Indian Passport No. 
848589 along with the residence permit. If found 
please contact the following address: 

P.O. Box 184038, Amman - Jordan. 


REAL- ESTATE INFORMATION CENTRE 
FURNISHED/UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Call: 5539016 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
079/64736 

E-mail: lands ©go.com.jo 
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LUXURIOUS VILLA IN ABDOUN FOR RENT 

Fully Furnished 
All contents are luxurious 
For further details, please call: 
5933926-5623866 
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MANARA BOOKSHOP PROUDLY 
ANNOUNCES 


the new opening of its showroom with new titles and 
new lower prices on books of all subjects: 
Medicine; General Sciences; Engineering; Computer; 
Education; Literature; Humanities; Assorted Children 
Books and a large selection of Bargain Books. 

Up to 50% discount!! 

Come and visit our new showroom 
Hours 8:30 to 1:30 and 3:30 to 6:30 
(Friday and Sunday closed) 

Jabal Amman; 1st Circle, Rainbow Street; opposite 
Rainbow Sweets; Tel.: 4657592 
WELCOME!! 



UJhite shorts 
Block shorts 

Beautiful shorts 
For School & gym. 
Podded soft sox 


Al Rabieh 
Tel 5530781 
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12 News 


Foreign ministers at NAM discuss 
Sudan-U.S., Congo, nuclear 
weapons testing issues 


DURBAN <AP) — Sudan’s 
foreign minister said 
Monday that if Washington 
acknowledged its error in 
bombing a factory in 
Khartoum. Sudan was pre- 
pared "to turn the page." 

Washington's attacks on 
targets in Sudan and 
Afghanistan — a reprisal 
for the bombings of two 
U.S. embassies in Africa — 
was a hot issue Monday at a 
summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM). 

A movement committee 
on Sunday called for an 
independent investigation of 
whether the factory hit by 
U.S. missiles was a chemi- 
cal weapons plant, as 
Washington claims, or a 
pharmaceutical factory, as 
Sudan maintained. 

"We feel that what was 
passed yesterday was a step 
forward to introduce jus- 
tice," Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Mustafa Osman 
Ismail told The Associated 
Press. 

"We are open to turn the 
page against the USA if 
they acknowledge they got 
wrong information" about 
the nature of the plant, he 
said at an earlier news con- 
ference. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the United 
States' first official observer 
to the summit, diplomat 
Princeton Lyman, who 
stayed away from reporters. 

Ismail told AFP his coun- 
try had secured “almost 
unanimously” the support 
of NAM governments for a 
resolution condemning the 
August 20 missile attack 
that destroyed a pharmaceu- 
tical company which 
Washington accused of 
manufacturing chemical 
weapons. 


“On the Arab level, on the 
Islamic level, on the NAM 
level almost unanimously, 
there is condemnation for 
this." Ismail said. 

The resolution will go 
before a heads of state sum- 
mit for adoption later this 
week. 

“This investigation team 
is needed in order to check 
if the allegation of the 
United States against the 
pharmaceutical company 
which bos been bombarded 
is correct or not,” Ismail 
told AFP. 

Ismail said in a newscon- 


the cold war to fend off 
domination by the White 
House and the Kremlin, the 
movement is now struggling 
to define a new role. 

South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbekl 
welcoming foreign minis- 
ters to the summit, said the 
NAM should advance the 
cause of the poor. 

“The world economy 
should be managed in a way 
that ensures the transfer of 
resources from those who 
have them to those that do 
not." he said, noting that 
rich countries have no moral 


Sudan: 

* Almost unanimous ’ 
condemnation of U.S. 
attack secured among 
NAM members 


ference Sudan would not 
respond with an attack for 
the bombing of the 
Khartoum factory, saying 
his country would reply 
through forums like the 
NAM and the United 
Nations. If necessary, he 
said Sudan would seek a 
hearing at the International 
Court of Justice in The 
Hague. 

The movement's 1 2th 
summit is pulling together 
an expected 52 heads of 
state and representatives of 
about 100 nations in all. 

Heads of state meet 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
Formed during the height of 


imperative to share their 
wealth. 

The new god of our 
world, the market, is not 
informed by a tablet of 
commandments on which is 
inscribed: Thou shall ban- 
ish poverty in the world." 

Other summit topics 
include the war in Congo, in 
which rebels allegedly sup- 
ported by Rwanda and 
Uganda. are fighting 
President Laurent Kabila's 
forces, which are being 
backed by soldiers from 
Angola, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan planned to meet 


at the summit with regional 
leaders on the Congo crisis. 
He was expected to arrive 
Tuesday, officials said. 
Kabila was not likely to 
attend. 

Ugandan Foreign Minister 
Eriya Kategaya told a news 
conference that his country 
supported a cease-fire in the 
troubled Central African 
country and supported 
peace moves by South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela. 

He said no Ugandan 
troops had taken part in 
fighting around the Congo 
capital of Kinshasa and 
insisted there were none 
there. 

"It is an internal matter. It 
can only be solved by the 
Congolese people," 

Kategaya said. 

Delegates from India and 
Pakistan said they hoped to 
hold bilateral talks on the 
recent nuclear arms testing 
by both countries. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sartag Aziz essentially 
ruled out any nuclear disar- 
mament unless the dispute 
over Kashmir, a region 
claimed by both India and 
Pakistan, is settled. 

"We don't want to engage 
in a nuclear arms race," 
Aziz said in an interview. 

"But for a nuclear stand 
down, we must deal with 
the underlying issues." 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Sasundhara Raje said she 
wanted further talks on a 
moratorium on building 
nuclear weapons, and a ban 
on first-strike use of the 
weapons. 

"I think that at the end of 
the day, we will be able to 
work out a solution'* she 
told AP. 


Istanbul’s Islamist „ 
mayor escapes trial 


Iraq’s. oil. exports likely 
to decrease — official 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Istanbul's Islamist Mayor 
Recep. Tayyib Erdogan 
Monday escaped prosecution 
over some public remarks 
when a Turkish prosecutor 
dropped charges of “inciting 
religious hatred" against him. 
the Anatolia news agency 
said. 

The prosecutor in July 
launched a preliminary probe 
into Erdogan 's 1992 speech 
at an Istanbul rally at which 
the latter reportedly praised 
Islamic law. a crime under 
predominantly Muslim 
Turkey's secular constitution. 

Testifying to the prosecutor 
two weeks ago, Erdogan. 
who is seen by many political 
analysts as the future leader 
of turkey's Islamist camp, 
denied this. 

Completing the investiga- 
tion. tlw prosecutor ruled that 
there was no need to open 
legal proceedings against the 
mayor. Anatolia said. 

But Monday's development 
is not an end for Erdogan 's 
legal problems, as he was 
already sentenced to a 10- 
month prison term in May for 
another public speech in an 
eastern Turkish town last 
year. 

A state security court in the 
southeastern city of 
Diyarbakir then found him 
guilty of inciting religious 
hatred by telling a rally: 


"Mosques are our garrisons, 
domes our shields and 
minarets our bayonets " 

If the higher appeal court, 
which is currently examining 
Erdpgan's objection, upholds 
the verdict, he will be jailed 
and deprived of his political 
rights, under Turkish law. 

The pro-Islamic press has 
denounced the legal charges 
against 47-year-old Erdogan 
as a plot to bar him from pol- 
itics. 

Elected to lead Istanbul's 
municipality in 1994, 
Erdogan is seen by many 
people. including non- 
Islamisis. as a successful 
mayor. 

He is a leading member of 
the pro-Islamic Virtue Party, 
the largest group in parlia- 
ment, which was created after 
the dissolution of the former 
Welfare Party. another 
Islamist formation last 
January. 

Welfare ruled Turkey 
between June 1996 and June 
1997. but its leader and the 
country’s first Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
was then forced to resign by 
the powerful pro-secular mil- 
itary. 

The army had accused 
Erbakan and Welfare of 
encouraging Islamists. 

With Welfares closure, 
Erbakan was also barred from 
politics for five years. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
oil exports under its oil-for- 
food deal look likely to 
decrease if spare parts to 
repair its dilapidated oil 
industry are further 
delayed, an Iraqi official 
said in press remarks pub- 
lished on Monday. 

An Iraqi Ministry of Oil 
official also stud that Iraq 
had exported 125 million 
barrels under phase four. 

The continuous delay in 
arrival of spare parts will 
definitely lead to a decreas- 
ing oil production and 
exports because Iraq is 
unable to fix defects on its 
oil installations," the 
unnamed official was quot- 
ed by the Baghdad newspa- 
pers as saying. 

“Since the beginning of 
the fourth phase Iraq has 
exported 125 million bar- 
rels of crude oil under 57 
contracts with international 
companies he said. 

Phase four of the oil plan 
began in June and is 
expected to end in 
December. 

The oil deal, which went 
into effect in Dec. 1996, 
started by allowing Iraq to 
sell 52 billion over six 
months to buy food and 
medicine to ease suffering 
under U.N. sanctions 
imposed after Baghdad's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


The Security Council in 
February voted to raise the 
amount of oil Iraq could 
sell to $5.25 billion but the 
Baghdad government said 
its current oil installations 
.can only handle $4 billion 
worth of erode exports. 

The council had earlier 
this year approved an 
amount of S300 million to 
be spent under the oil deal 
to repair Iraq's oil industry 
which was heavily bombed 
during the 1991 Gulf war 
over Kuwait. 

The official said Iraq had 
concluded 1 1 1 contracts 
worth Si 00 million to buy 
spare parts under the fourth 
phase of the oil pact but so 
far it had received nothing. 

He accused the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee of 
delaying the approval of 
contracts. 

"The Sanctions 

Committee 661 has 

approved only seven con- 
tracts and put on hold five 
others." he said. 

The office of the U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator 
in Iraq said last week that 
the comminee had 

approved nine contracts out 
of 50 received from Iraq. 

It said eight contracts 
were put on hold and 20 
others were pending the 
second day no objection 
deadline. 





WATCHING OVER WITH TEARS: An ethnic Albanian refugee grandmother cries 
as she takes care of her nephew, Monday in an outdoor refugee camp in Pogaiusa vil- 
lage. Relief agencies say some 10 per cent of Kosovo's two million people, 90 per cent 
of whom are ethnic Albanians, have been forced out of their homes and farms by six 
months of fighting between separatist Kosova Liberation Army and Serbian forces 
and could die if they are unable to return home before winter (Reuters photo) 


Denktash suggests 
confederation with 


Greek Cypriots 


NICOSIA (AP) — The 
leader of the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state 
Monday proposed setting 
up a confederation of equal 
states as a way to end the 
24-year-old division of this 
Mediterranean island. 

“We propose the estab- 
lishment of a Cyprus con- 
federation composed of two 
peoples and two states." 
Rauf Denklash told a news 
conference held with 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Ccm. 

“The framework of our 
proposal is open to negotia- 
tion." Cem said the offer, a 
modified version of the 
Turkish proposal for a two- 
zone. bi-communal federa- 
tion, had Turkey’s “full- 
backing." “We hope that the 
Greek Cypriots will seri- 
ously consider the proposal 
and see it as a last chance 
for reconciliation" Ccm 
said. 

“It is time that they recog- 
nise that we are the legal 
government of the Turkish 
Cypriots." Denktash told 
private NTV television 
without elaborating on the 
details of the proposed con- 
federation. 


“We believe that only this 
structure will provide for 
the security of both sides 
and will safeguard their 
identity and well-being." 
Denktash said. ‘‘If the 
Greek Cypriots agree to this 


‘Only this 
structure 
will provide 
for the 
security of 
both sides’ 


final basis, we are ready to 
begin negotiations to estab- 
lish the Cyprus 
Confederation." Under the 
offer, the Turkish Cypriot 
still insists on international 
recognition but abandons its 
long opposition to joining 
the European Union (EU) 
before Turkey can. 

Turkey and Turkish 
Cypriots have been arguing 
that EU membership for 


Greek Cypriots would 
amount to unification with 
Greece, already an EU 
member. 

The Denktash proposal 
also foresees the establish- 
ment of “symmetrical ties” 
between Greek Cypriots 
and Greece and between 
Turkish Cypriots and 
Turkey. 

The offer comes at a time 
when tension is running 
high on the island over 
Greek Cypriot plans to 
deploy Russian made S-300 
anti-aircraft missiles. 

Even while making the 
peace gesture, Ccm reiterat- 
ed that Turkey would act to 
protect < the Turkish 
Cypriots’ if Greek Cypriots 
go ahead with the deploy- 
ment. 

“If they bring their death 
machines to Cyprus, Turkey 
will do whatever necessary 
for Turkish Cypriots’ secu- 
rity." he said. 

Cyprus has been divided 
in Greek and Turkish sec- 
tors since 1974 when 
Turkey invaded the 
Mediterranean . island fol- 
lowing a short-lived coup 
backed by supporters of 
union with Greece. 


Popular comedy portrays two Egypts, angers Israel and AUC 


By Bassem Mroue 

The Associate Press 


CAIRO — A hit film that pokes fun at 
Westernised Egyptians has managed to 
anger Israel and die American University 
in Cairo as well as point up deep differ- 
ences in this Arab country's society. 

“Saidi at the American University,’’ tells 
the story of Khalaf. a bumpkin southern 
Egyptian who wins a scholarship to study 
ai the university whose students — many 
from Cairo's upper class — are known for 
their Americanised attitudes. 

The “saidi" the Arabic word for a 
southern Egyptian, runs into trouble from 
his first day. Wearing a tie and yellowish 
suit, he draws giggles from fellow stu- 
dents in casual college dress. 

“Did you fall into a mustard jar?" one 
asks Khalaf. 

But audience reaction, as reported in the 
Cairo press, has turned the tables on the 


students' derision — with cheers for 
Khalaf and boos for his detractors. 

Both film and reaction speak to the con- 
trast between upper middle class Cairenes 
who go to bars and American fastfood 
restaurants and the vast number of 
Egyptians who are conservative Muslims. 

Khalaf — definitely in the second group 
— doesn’t drink alcohol speak English to 
fellow Egyptians, or dance with girls. 

In his hometown of Sohag. Khalaf never 
saw men and women dance together. 

Some who have seen the film feel that 
Khalaf is the real Egyptian while the uni- 
versity's students represent an alien cul- 
ture. 

“They are from a different world. They 
want to imitate everything Western,” said 
Mona Mohammad, a 21 -year-old student 
at a technical university in Cairo. 

Whatever the reaction, the film is so 
popular that tickets must be bought day's 
in advance. Showing at 25 movie theatres. 


it made nearly 5600,000 in its first week, 
veiy high by Egyptian standards. 

Mohammad Hineidy. who plays Khalaf. 
is said to have doubled his salary per film 
to S58.000. Hineidy. 36. is now seen as a 
rival to Adel Imam. Egypt’s top comedi- 
an. 

And many people in Cairo arc singing 
one of the film’s songs. Xasuawilouh," 
an Arabisation of the word "casual" that 
means “make him dress casual.” The song 
plays as Khalaf, making peace with fel- 
low students, visits one of Cairo's shop- 
ping malls to trade his old-fashioned 
clothes for jeans and polo shirts. 

Not everyone is happy with the film. 

The American University in Cairo, 
which was founded in 1919 and sees itself 
as having educated generations of 
Egyptian society, sued to stop distribution 
of the film using its name. 

But it withdrew the lawsuit this week 
after the film-maker said he intended no 


harm to the university. 

The film's producer. Mohammad AI 
Adi, was quoted in the press as saying the 
university refused to allow photos to be 
taken on campus to help design sets. 
Some scenes were shot at Cairo’s Russian 
embassy, which looks like AUC’s older 
buildings. 

The movie's main scene also angered 
Israel. It shows an anti-Israeli demonstra- 
tion on the 50th anniversary of the Jewish 
state earlier this year. One student organ- 
iser is arrested but manages to tiirow ah 
Israeli flag to Khalaf, who sets it ablaze. 

Israeli embassy spokeswoman Aycllet 
Ychiav said such a film should not be 
shown “after nearly 20 years of peace and 
relations" referring to Israel's 1979 peace 
treaty, with Egypt, the first with an Arab 
state. 

“I can only regret the fact that in a film 
that is supposed to be a comedy, there Is a 
scene that is not funny at all in which they 


bunt our flag,” she said. 

The director, Saeed Hamed, has said 
audiences often applaud and stamp their 
feet at the flag-burning, reflecting Arab 
frustration over Israel's stalled peace talks 
with Palestinians. 

“When they burnt the Israeli flag, we 
began to dap. There was a feeling inside 
us. I had tears in my eyes because of what 
is happening in Palestine;' said 19-year- 
old law student Ibrahim Mohammad 
Talitx 

After the protest. Khalaf tells police* *'] 
have nothing to do with demonstrations or 
politics. But after burning the Israeli fiaa 
I felt relieved.” The film ends with Khalaf 
who came first in the political science* 
exam, giving a graduation speech 

“When I first came here. I was over- 
whelmed by America. But after three 
yeare,” he says, “I would like to say that 
we don t hate anyone ... but we hate those 
who call us backward people." 


‘Posh’ Spice 
meets ex-Spice 
Gem HaUiwell 


Prince William the 
brightest member 
of royal family 


LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
William, the elder of the two 
sons of the late Princess 
Diana and Prince Charles, is 
the most intelligent member 
of the royal family, mass cir- 
culation daily The Minor 
reported Monday, publish- 
ing the teenager’s exam 
results. The paper revealed 
that the 1 6-year-old prince, 
who is being educated at 
Eton, one of England’s most 
prestigious schools, had 
passed with flying colours in 
nine subjects at GCSE level, 
exams normally taken at his 
age. He had already gained 
three passes a year earlier. 


‘Dinosaurs lived 
side by side’ 


GENEVA (R) — Dinosaur 
tracks discovered on a cliff- 
side in Bolivia show that 
many species of the crea- 
tures that ruled the earth for 
millions of years lived side 
by side, according to a Swiss 
palaeontologist. Christian 
Meyer of the University of 
Basle, just back from the site 
of Cal Orcko near the city of 
Sucre, told the newspaper Le 
Matin it was a “dinosaur El 
Dorado” and probably the 
world's most important site 
for their study. 


Birketi quits after 
dealing with 
‘degenerate tourists’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
vice-consul on the Spanish 
holiday island of Ibiza has 
quit, saying he was ashamed 
to be British after dealing 
with so many “degenerate 
tourists." “I became so angty 
ar the degrading behaviour 
and the bad name Britain is 
getting in Europe, I knew it 
was time to leave.” Michael 
Birketi told the Mail Sunday. 
‘T have always been proud io 
be British but these degener- 
ates are dragging us through 
the mud. The young people 
are out of control" he said. 


Lewinsky’s saga 
could turn into the 
highest-priced sex 
story in history 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Bidding for the Monica 
Lewinsky story could turn 
her saga into the highest- 
priced sex story in history, 
according to the New Yorker 
magazine. The magazine 
reports in its SepL 7 issue 
that the Star tabloid sent 
Lewinsky a one-sentence 
offer promising “one million 
dollars for exclusive rights to 
her story — if and when she 
should decide to talk pub- 
licly.” That bid was topped 
by publisher Harper Collin*- 
which offered $2 million for 
a book, the magazine sad. 
citing a source familiar with l 
the offer. 


Lyonne realises 
lifelong dream 



Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, September 1, 1998 


si 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Victoria Adams, “Posh 
Spice” in the Spice Girb 
band, bad dinner in the 
French Riviera resort of 
Saint Tropez at the weekend 
with ex-Spice • Geri 
Halliwell the Sun reported 
Monday. It carried a photo of 
the pair, scotching rumours 
that Geri and the four 
re main ing members of the 
girls band were no longer on 
speaking terms since Geri, 
alias "Ginger Spice," split 
from the group in June to 
seek a solo career. 
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